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SHARING CHRISTMAS WITH THOSE
Dear B.S.L. Friends,
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Knowing that we can re!y upon you, as you have done for so many years
to act as hosts on your behaif to those who look to the B.S.L. to bring into
their iives some of the joys of Christmas, we have aiready begun to make
pians. Elsewhere you wiM read something of these pians. It is a joy to see
the happiness of the oid folk as they share in the Christmas dinner with
which you provide them. It is good to see the parcels being prepared for
some of the very poor and the ioads of toys for the youngsters.
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In most cases, if it were not for you these people would have none of
those things that make Christmas the happiest day of the year. I think that
what pleases me more than anything else at Christmas time is to see, when
I can, the boys and girls at our Holiday Home at Momington. For ten days
they have the "time of their lives". It is not only that they are able to
enjoy the swimming and fun and games on the beach, but they learn some
thing of the way of life which is quite familiar to you and me but to the
children has been a closed book. The link formed between the youngsters
and their leaders is of tremendous value. On behalf of all these of whom
1 write, and many others as well, I say thank you very much and I know
they would have me add — may you all have a very happy Christmas.
PILGRIMAGE

Some of you may be interested to
know that, accompanied by Mr.
Neville Brooke, our administrator at
Lara, I am about to make a pilgrim
age to Newcastle where the Brother
hood was founded 33 years ago, on
the 8th December. I am to preach
in St. Stephen's Church, Adamstown,
where three of us took our Brother
hood promises. I am also to preach
in the neighbouring parish of Charles
ton (which was part of Adamstown
in my days) of which the Rector, the
Invitation to the

33rd BROTHERHOOD
EOUNDAHON
EEST/VAt
at
CHRIST CHURCH
SOUTH YARRA
SUNDAY, 15th DECEMBER

at 7 p.m.
^Preacher: The Rev. G. K. Tucker,%
Superior,
Brotherhood of St. Laurence

Revd. M. J. Clarke, is one of the
three to whom I refer. How much
has happened since those early days
and how thankful I am to all who,
under the hand of God, have made
those things possible.

Father G. K. fucker, Superior, B.S.L.

FESTIVAL

I am hopeful that many of you
may be able to be with us for the
33rd Foundation Festival at Christ
Church, South Yarra, on Sunday,
15th December, at 7 p.m. Of recent
years I have been a little disappointed
that more of you, Friends, have not
been able to be with us on this very
important occasion. For me it is one
of the highlights of the year. Per
haps I should not say this in regard
to the Festival, for this year I am to
be the preacher! But, after all, the
sermon is the least important part
of the service. If you can come we
shall be so happy to see you.
May Christmas be a happy time
for you all and for those you love,
and may we all work together for
the hastening of the time when there
really may be peace and good will
amongst all.
I am,
Yours sincerely,

BROTHERHOOD
CHRKTMAS CARDS
from 51 Royat Arcade or
Brotherhood
Opportunity Shops . . t / *
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' THANKS BE"
An autobiography
by Father Tucker . . . 5 / -

"THE BEST !S YET TO BE"
Comment on ageing
by Father Tucker . . . 2 / -
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For most people 1963 has
but significant minority it has
hardship. The main purpose of
to help alleviate or prevent the
young people and the elderly.

been a good year, but for a small
been a year of troubles and real
the Brotherhood of St. Laurence is
difficulties that beset many families,

We do this through our Social Service Bureau where our trained
social workers helped nearly 1,000 families. We do it through our
housing and activity programmes and are now providing accommo
dation, care and a purposeful life for 230 elderly people. We carry
out our constructive work through the Children's Leisure Centre, the
Coolibah Club, the Youth Club, the holiday home at Mornington
and our research and social action programmes.
But at Christmas we do something eise. We try to see that the
people we help during the year know something of the joys of
Christmas. It may be a hamper or toys, an invitation to a Christmas
dinner, or a hoiiday by the sea for chiidren.
In this issue of the "NOTES" we describe the activities we wiH
carry out with your he!p.

M ornington Hotidays
During the year the home at Mornington has been used to
enable pensioners to enjoy a ten-day holiday, in some cases to
recover after a period of illness or to have the opportunity of
getting away from the crowded inner areas and rush of the city.
A very real part of the enjoyment comes from the car ride to
Mornington and again on the return journey. This service is made
possible with the help of people who use their cars and time without
any charge to the Brotherhood.
As this programme draws to a close for the year, we are grate
ful to all who have helped, and for the Melbourne Rotary Club
for arranging for some of their members to assist.
Groups will return to Mornington from February next year.
Again we will need transport and would like to hear from those who
would be able to help in this way.
LEFT: Backyard scene, Fitzroy. BELOW: Beach scene, Mornington.
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THESE GTFIS ARE
NEEDED
Elderly people at the Coolibah
Club and several hundred other pen
sioners known to the Brotherhood are
given a personal Christmas gift. The
following goods are needed to make
up parcels — cigarettes, tobacco,
tinned fruit, tea, coffee, fancy bis
cuits, tinned cream, vegetables, meat
or fish; sweets, handkerchiefs, ties,
pipes, shaving soap, toilet soap, socks,
razors, and gifts suitable for ladies
such as talcum powder, lipsticks,
aprons, scarves, earrings, tea towels.
Gifts should be sent or delivered
in ordinary paper as they will be
made up into parcels and gift
wrapped to meet needs of the per
son to whom they will be given.
Please send goods to Mrs. J. Millott
or telephone Mrs. Millott at 41-7055
and arrangements can be made to
collect gifts.

Mrs. J. MiHott, popular hostess of the Coolibah Club, in a happy scene
at the 1962 Coolibah Club Christmas Dinner.

Some of the people who will be helped in the
* Mr. and Mrs. B. have a large
B.S.L. Christmas Programme
family of 8 children under the age
of 15. Mr. B. is seasonally employed
and when working his income is
^17. He has been ill recently. Mrs.
B. came to see if she could obtain
any toys for Christmas. She was de
lighted to be given an invitation to
one of the Brotherhood toy sales.
She will be able to choose toys for
the children and will pay only a few
shillings for each gift. She could not
possibly afford to buy toys in shops
but was anxious not to "get some
thing for nothing".
* Mrs. T. is a deserted wife who
works rather than receive the Social
Service Benefit as she would have in
sufficient to live on after her rent was
paid. Mrs. T.'s own mother has al
ways looked after Mrs. T.'s daughter

Thanks to
Fair heHpers
The Annual Market Fair in the
Melbourne Town Hall was again
highly
successful,
raising
over
^1,200. Our thanks to the many
helpers who contributed to its suc
cess.
The Annual Village Fair, organ
ised by Carrum Downs residents, re
sulted in the presentation to Bishop
Sambell of a cheque for
1,100 to
assist the work of the Brotherhood.

during the school holidays but is un
able to do so this year owing to ill
ness. A social worker has been able
to arrange for the girl to spend seven
weeks with a family and also for
Mrs. T. to attend the toy sale.
* Mr. and Mrs. P. have been happily
married for twelve years and have six
young children. Mr. P. has been in
regular employment until this year
when he had a nervous breakdown
and was unemployed and undergoing
treatment for four months. He is now
back at work but is struggling to re
pay debts accumulated while he was
unemployed. An invitation to the toy
sale will help the family and they will
receive a hamper of food for Christ
mas.
* Mr. and Mrs. C. are looking for
ward to bringing home two of their
children from foster homes where
they were placed two years ago when
the parents could not look after
them as a result of unemployment.
The C.'s are renovating their small
Fitzroy house for the children's re
turn, buying clothing, furniture and
bedding from the Brotherhood's Sal
vage Store at nominal prices. Debts
accumulated during unemployment
are being paid off and there is no
money for Christmas extras. They
are looking forward to the toy sale
where they will be able to obtain
gifts for the children without getting
into further debt.

* The 56-year-old wife of an invalid
pensioner has been very ill during
the year. A social worker has been
helping and supporting her and she
has just been granted an invalid pen
sion. However, the weekly rent for
their rooms is ^ 4 and there is noth
ing for extras at Christmas. A ham
per from the Brotherhood will be
greatly appreciated.
* Mrs. Q. and her husband were a
very devoted elderly couple. For sev
eral years they lived on an invalid
pension. The husband died recently
after a long and painful illness. Mrs.
Q. now has a large debt to pay off
for funeral expenses. We hope that
Christmas dinner at the Coolibah
Club and a hamper will help her
through her first lonely Christmas.
Arrangements have also been made
for a holiday at "Morven" early in
the New Yeaf to help her recover
from shock and grief.
* Mrs. W.'s four-year-old daughter
has been longing for a tricycle all
the year as there are no other pre
school children in the street in which
she lives.
Mrs. W. could not afford such a
present. She is a deserted wife with
four children and weekly income of
J&12 from which she must pay <^7
rent. The opportunity to give the
children a cheerful Christmas should
help Mrs. W. in a small way in her
task of rearing a family alone.
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The Annual Report and Financial
Statement of the Brotherhood for
1962-63 has just been published. It
is a record of the work that B.S.L.
friends have helped make possible.
Please write to 67 Brunswick Street,
Fitzroy, if you would like a copy.

BS.L C hristm as
an d Hoiiday
program m e
Tuesday, 10th December

Christmas Party for children 12-14
years.
Friday, 13th December

C H IL D R E N

Last year's B.S.L. toy sale was a
great success. As a result of the sale
more than 900 children received toys.
Four sales were held. It is antici
pated that this year five sales will be
organised and that more than 1,000
children will benefit.
The experiment began in 1961
when it was felt that most parents
would prefer to have the opportunity
of selecting toys for their children
rather than being given gifts chosen
by someone else. The idea has been
outstandingly successful.
Admission is by invitation issued
by social workers who know the
parents and their inability to purchase
toys for their children from shops.
The parents are deserted wives,
widows, or those receiving meagre
unemployment or sickness benefits.
Some are parents with small regular
wages and large families. Special pro
vision is made for any parent unable

to afford even the nominal sums
charged for the toys.
Parents expressed appreciation of
the opportunity to preserve their in
dependence by making token pay
ments for toys and to make their own
choice of toys which is a joy most
parents cherish.
The success of the toy sale will
depend on gifts of toys so that there
will be widest possible range from
which parents can select toys for
children of different ages.

Drivers
needed
Voluntary drivers are needed to as
sist with the delivery of parcels to
families and elderly people on 24th
December. Please contact Mrs. Millott at 41-7055 if you can help.

Christmas Party for children 5-11
years.
Friday, 20th December

Barbecue at Mornington for Youth
Club young people from Fitzroy.
Monday, 23rd December

Christmas Dinner for Coolibah
Club members. In the evening a
Carols by Candlelight will be held
in the Club gardens.

Christmas Day

Christmas Dinner at Carrum
Downs for residents, and at
"Carinya", Box Hill.
Camps at Mornington for young
people will commence on 27th De
cember. There will be four camps
at "Morven". Two other camps will
be organised at Wangaratta in con
junction with Wangaratta Apex Club.
A party of girls from the Youth
Club in Fitzroy will tour the Western
District at the end of January.

CHRISTMAS D0NAH0N
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IChristmas parcels for families
and children.
I I Christmas cheer and gifts for
old people.
I IChildren's parties.
I

IChildren's holiday

I

IThe social
servicework carried
out by the B.S.L. throughout
the year.

WILL GIVE A CHILD
A HOLIDAY
Two hundred and fifty children
will enjoy holidays at the B.S.L.
Holiday Camps in December and
January if sufficient sponsors are
found to provide the J&2 per child
that the holiday costs.
The cost is low and has remained
so for the past five years because of
the voluntary help that is received in
running the camps at the B.S.L. Holi
day Home at Mornington.
Over the years, thousands of child
ren have enjoyed B.S.L. Camp holi-
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days. They are children who would
otherwise have spent the long sum
mer holidays in over-crowded inner
suburbs and tiny backyards. In some
cases children live with families in
one or two rooms. Others are the
children of widows or invalid or un
employed parents and there is no
money for holidays.
We hope that you will help us to
ensure that it is financially possible
for all the places at our camps to
be filled.
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(P/e#se mJicafe yoar pre/erezice)
"IfiajmMc/i as you /zave done zf zmfo Bze /gas? o/ Bie.se my
^reBiren, ye /lave &me if zmfo me".

