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THE CUBAN CRISIS WHAT NEXT? i . ^ ' '
Dear B.SJ^. Friends,
At the latter part of iast year we and aii mankind were faced with
one of those crises which have been our !ot periodically during the iast
40 years. During what is now caiied the Cuban Crisis it seemed that the
ciouds, which for decades, have hung over the worid were about to break
in a torrent which might have meant the end of mankind. But the ciouds
passed and we breathed again.

Those days of suspense took me
back in thought to the year 1914,
when we found ourselves involved in
war. We were called upon to pray
for the end of hostility. Some re
sponded to that call and after years
of suffering, peace (of a kind) came
to the world.
The green light shone once more
and we carried on much as in the
past, heedless of the lessons we should
have learnt. In 1939 the whole ghastly
business began again but with even
greater intensity. Once again we were
called upon to pray.
Some of you will remember the
particular Sunday during the darkest
days of the war. In response to a
Call to prayer, our churches were
thronged and we thought how won
derful it all was. Men gave up their
Sunday morning golf in order to go
to church and the family car was not
taken out until the afternoon. For
one day we, as it were, stormed the
gates of heaven and thinking we
had done our part we carried on as
in the past — no more full churches.
The war came to an end leaving
in its train such suffering as had
never before been endured by man
kind. That suffering has increased
with the passing of the years. In spite
of warnings that have come from all
quarters, we have continued on our
way, heedless of the suffering brought
about by war, the aftermath of war,
and preparation of war and heedless
of the danger involved in allowing
the rich to grow richer and the poor
to grow poorer.
At the time of the Cuban Crisis,
another Call to prayer was sounded.
It is said that the crisis is past, al
though perhaps another may be on
us before what I write appears in
print. I have the greatest faith in

the power of prayer but to rush to
God in time of trouble and then
when the trouble is past to fail to
endeavour to eradicate the cause of
the trouble is worse than futile, and
something bordering on mere super
stition.
To my mind the time has come
for the Call to repentance to b&
sounded. You who have young child
ren do not forgive them their wrong
doings unless they show some sorrow
for what they have done or failed
to do. You also expect them to
promise to try not to do those wrong
things again. I believe that Almighty
God would treat mankind in the
same manner. We could all, I sup
pose, draw up a long list of National
sins and, if we were honest, we
could draw up a long list of personal
sins.
On the top of the list of National
sins I would put the sin of failure to
do our duty to our neighbours and
of course if we fail in that respect
we fail in our duty to God. From
this double sin all other sins follow
and the price for the same has to
be paid.
Those of you who take the trouble
to read my letters know that it is
not my habit to preach sermons in
those letters. I make no apology for
doing so in this case, for I feel so
very sure that unless we get back
to the fundamentals of Christianity
we in the world are doomed. As I
see it our attitude as a Nation in
the face of the ever increasing suf
fering of the world is a repudiation
of the Faith in which we profess
to believe.
It has been the endeavour of the
Brotherhood over the years to demon
strate the practical side of Christi
anity. While doing this we have

Father G. K. Fucker, Superior, S.S.L

remembered that the practical side
is only part of the whole. "Good
works" in themselves are not enough
but they are of paramount import
ance. Under the Hand of God and
with the co-operation of good people
such as yourselves we have been
able to do something worthwhile for
this part of Australia and perhaps
beyond.
In the early days of the Brother
hood I remember a man saying to
me something in the nature of the
following — "You know the most im
portant job you people are doing is
that you are making people think
about slums and all the other things
that are wrong." We have been able
to make people think, otherwise they
would not have helped us in the way
they have. We must continue to
think about slums and the like and
(Continued an page 2)
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Salvage Division heips Famiiies
and finances B.S.L work
The Salvage Division has two aims:
One is to provide a supply of good,
used clothing for age pensioners, de
serted wives, widows and large, lowincome families who are unable to
provide adequate clothing them
selves. Wherever possible they are
encouraged to buy at greatly reduced
prices through our shops, but where
this would create hardship, parcels are
made up to help meet their needs as
well as possible. This distribution is
arranged through the Social Workers
who write out clothing orders that
are made up at the Salvage Division
for collection or despatch.
The other purpose of the Salvage
Division is to provide some of the
finance for the Brotherhood's social
services. Clothing not required by
social workers for needy families or
old people, together with household
articles and any saleable goods are
sold through Opportunity Shops. The
shops are in Fitzroy, Royal Arcade
in the City, Malvern, Dandenong,
Mornington and North Melbourne.
The sale of waste products such as
newspapers, rags and milk bottle tops
adds to the revenue of the Salvage
Division.
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do something about those evils. We
must however widen our vision, we
must think about the evils of the
world as a whole and we must do
something about those evils.
I wonder if you all know exactly
what this Community Aid Abroad
really is. I do not want any of you
to think of it merely as another
B.S.L. project for it is something
far more than that. It is the trying
to do the kind of thing that might
be done if we are to be rid of that
ever present fear under which all
live.
It is the doing of the kind of
thing that must be done if your
dear ones and mine are to continue
to enjoy the blessing of this beloved
land.

Activities have been extended fur
ther this year by the introduction of
sales of secondhand furniture at nom
inal prices. This has proved a wel
come addition to Salvage stocks,
providing much needed opportunities
for families on a low income to ob
tain necessary items of furniture at
prices they can afford, at the same
time benefiting total revenue to a
worthwhile degree.
A popular inovation in fund rais
ing this year has been the setting up
and running of a Theatrical Hiring
Section by voluntary helpers, and
this has proved a most successful
venture.
The Salvage Division needs:—
Used Clothing, Bedding, Jewellery,
Crockery, Vases, Ornaments, Pic
tures, Books, Scrap Metal, Radi
ators and Electrical Equipment.

PHONE

41-3183 AND
WILL CALL.

A
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If you should want to know more
about C.A.A. please let me know
and I will send you literature. The
first thing necessary is not money, it
is that people should become alert
to the situation. When they do that
the first step will have been taken
towards the ushering in of that peace
and goodwill about which we all sang
so lustily at Christmas time.
I pray that 1963 and all the years
to come may be good years for you
and those you love.
On behalf of us all,
I am,
Yours very sincerely,

RESEARCH O N HOUSING NEEDS
Mrs. Elaine Martin has joined the
staff of the Brotherhood to carry out
an investigation into the housing
needs of low income families, a mat
ter that has been causing concern
among B.S.L. Social Workers. Mrs.
Martin will interview families suf
fering hardship as a result of the
housing shortage and high rentals.
The study will also consider the
housing policies of Commonwealth

and State Governments and their ef
fect on the supply of housing for low
income families.
Mrs. Martin is a Social Studies
graduate from the Melbourne Uni
versity who spent two years in Eng
land at the London School of Econ
omics where she completed a thesis
on family welfare services in English
new towns and studied research
methods.

Finance for Year
Financial Statements in the B.S.L.
Annual Report are a measure of the
extent of the Brotherhood's social
service activities and the support this
work receives from the community.
The figures for 1961-62 show that
a record amount of JE85,058 passed
through the General Working Ac
count. Donations, most of them
small amounts coming from a large
number of B.S.L. Friends totalled
JE18,255 and showed a slight increase
of JE77 over the previous year.
Salvage Division proceeds were
f 21,076, a remarkable figure when
it is considered that the sources of
all this money are the gifts of cloth
ing and other goods donated to the
Salvage Division and that the
Division also devotes much of the
goods to families and elderly people
in material need.
Government grants were F2,436,
and B.S.L. Auxiliaries contributed
F4,689 towards the Brotherhood's
work.

F/t/M ON WORK
OF B.S.L
A film on the work of the
I Brotherhood has been made by
i the Visual Aids Department of
the Melbourne University. The
20 minute colour production beI gins with Father Tucker recall) ing the early days of the
^ Brotherhood in Fitzroy and
I moves on to present a pictorial
) record and commentary on the
I Brotherhood's various social
! services. It is planned to ar
range screenings for B.S.L.
I Auxiliaries.
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Auxiliaries News
All Auxiliaries will have their first
meetings during February at which
programmes for the year will be
drawn up.
The Melbourne Younger Set will
hold their annual St. Valentine's Ball
at Ormond Hall on February 14th.
Will The Caulheld-Armadale mem
bers note that their meeting day has
been changed to the third Wednesday
in the month.
The Hughesdale - Murrumbeena
Auxiliary will hold their annual
meeting at the B.S.L. Shop, Malvern,
on 18th February at 1 p.m. This
will be preceded by the Committee
Meeting at 11.30 a.m. and lunch at
12 noon.

R.&L. Notes

RS.Z.
THREE MAJOR EXTENSiONS
TO B.S.L. WORK !N 1962
"The year has seen three major new responsibitities and opportunities
for service added to the Brotherhood", writes Father Tucker in the 1961-62
B.S.L. Annua! Report.
In December, 1961, the generous gift of the "Ava!on" homestead and 80
acres of !and on the shores of Corio Bay was announced by Mr. and Mrs.
Richard Austin.

Our hopes and plans for "Avalon"
as a centre for development of under
standing of the problems that chal
lenge the Church and society in
Australia are described elsewhere in
this report. If they are to be suc
cessful we must rely on the continued
support and interest of B.S.L.
Friends in this important new ven
ture.
"Keble Court", the block of 18
flats in Brunswick for elderly people
was occupied by residents in Decem
ber and meets the needs of some of
the many elderly people who seek
accommodation in the suburbs of
Melbourne.
Our third new project is the estab
lishment of a home for the frail and
invalid aged. Two years ago in the
"B.S.L. Notes" I wrote of the plight
of those who cannot be accommoda
ted in our housing programmes at
Carrum Downs or St. Laurence Park,
Lara because of their infirmities. As
accommodation of this type does not
attract a Commonwealth Government
subsidy it seemed that it might be
many years before the Brotherhood
could enter into this held of care for
the aged.
A gift from a Melbourne friend
had enabled us to purchase a home
in Box Hill and will provide suffi
cient finance for the extensions re
quired to care for from 15 to 20
frail aged. The project will require
a staff of trained nurses and will
need subsidies from Brotherhood
funds and support by way of volun
tary service from people in the Box
Hill district for its success.
The Brotherhood has continued to
assist with the development of Com
munity Aid Abroad, formerly known
as the Food for Peace Campaign.
It has made available the part-time
services of Mr. David Scott as Direc
tor of Community Aid Abroad on
his return from a visit to Asian
countries. The B.S.L. Staff and resi
dents at Carrum Downs and St.
Laurence Park, Lara, constitute a
C.A.A. Group and donations made

to the B.S.L. for overseas aid together
with contributions from staff and
residents have provided a welfare
worker in a slum area in Poona and
will finance the visits to India of
three young Australians who will
work in youth work camps.
In these days of increasing Govern
ment subsidies for various socia! ser
vices it is sometimes assumed that
voluntary support is not as important
as in years gone by. This is not the
case with the Brotherhood. The fin
ancial figures in this report show that
less than 3% of our funds for main
tenance purposes comes from Gov
ernment subsidies. We refy for 97%
of our work on donations from
friends and auxiliaries and gifts of
goods to our Satvage Division.

Our thanks go out to the many
individuals, groups and business
firms who use the Brotherhood as
their agent in helping meet the needs
of those less fortunate in the com
munity."

750 FAMILIES
HELPED BY
SOCIAL WORKERS
Housing for low income families
was regarded as one of the greatest
single problems confronting fami
lies who came to the social workers
in the Social Service Bureau ac
cording to the B.S.L. Annual Report.
The work in the Social Service
Bureau continues to be with families
who realise they cannot solve their
problems alone. They may refer
themselves to the Bureau, or be ad
vised to come by someone else in
the community who thinks a social
worker could help them. Unemploy
ment, desertion, eviction, budgeting

difficulties, young people's behaviour
problems, poor housing — these are
the matters brought to the Bureau.
Because of changes of staff the
work has been along these general
lines and there have been no major
developments in the year.
The contact with the clergy that
began with the Anglican Task Force
in West Heidelberg has been con
tinued as all referrals from clergy
men are directed to the same social
worker. She is also responsible for
the supervision of students from
Pastoral Care courses who are placed
in the agency from time to time, and
for
attending
discussions
with
Diocesan Centre clergy. It is hoped
that we will gradually develop a
strong useful link between the par
ishes and the agency.
Last year instead of giving toy
parcels at Christmas the Bureau or
ganised a sale of secondhand toys.
This important step away from tradi
tion was based on the conviction that
parents would enjoy buying for their
own children if the anxiety about
cost could be removed. Accordingly
charges were nominal and the toy
sales planned to fall on days of
Social Service payment or wages.
The follow-up study conducted by
students in the agency indicated that
parents appreciated the new system
and it will be repeated this year.
One of the greatest worries con
fronting social workers is the diffi
culty of finding adequate reasonablypriced accommodation for families.
It is common for the rent in private
dwellings to be more than half the
income and this makes budgeting for
all other necessities virtually im
possible.
Following recent discussions two
plans have been made by B.S.L. for
going out more to tackle this prob
lem. Firstly, one social worker will
receive all accommodation problems,
she will try to develop good contacts
with agents and in co-operation with
the Case Aide will inspect all offers
made to B.S.L. She will also be
come familiar with procedures to the
Fair Rents Board and know when
to apply. Secondly, a research worker
is to be appointed to conduct a study
of the housing situation of low in
come families. This will include the
actual plight of many families known
to Social Agencies and a critical
evaluation of the State's housing
policy.
Statistics:

Total number of clients ...
Office interviews ..................
Home visits ..........................
Collateral visits ..................
Total aid given ..................

749
2,436
661
269
f3,508

B.S.E. Notes

P agf Four

These are th e Etderty who
seek B.S L Housing
The average age of applicants for
B.S.L. housing for the aged is 71.
This was revealed in a study of 142
applications received in a recent six
months period. The survey was car
ried out by Mrs. Catherine Smith,
social worker responsible for assist
ing elderly people with housing
problems. Twenty of the 142 appli
cations were received from people
aged between 80 and 96 years.
Ninety two of the applicants re
ceived only the old age pension and
a further 11 had only the pension
and a small amount of savings.
Twelve of the pensioners were liv
ing in their own home but unable
to maintain it or themselves, and
therefore required other accommo
dation. The following information
shows that the great majority of
applicants were single women.
married couples .................. 23
single or widowed men .. ... 22
single or widowed w om en
97
Most people, 84 of the 142 appli
cants, wanted independent accom
modation in the form of a cottage
or flat where they could provide for
themselves. Thirty would prefer
"board".
The following tables provide fur
ther information as to the kind of
elderly people requiring accommo
dation, and how and where they
would like to live.

District preferred:

Metropolitan accommodation
36
Country .................................. 32
No preference .......................... 35
Not stated .................................. 27
Present accommodation:

A room .................................
Room with board ..................
Rented house ..........................
Living with relatives ...........
Own home
..........................
Not known
..........................
In institution ..........................

42
6
19
24
23
26
2

Reasons for applying:

Family reasons (tensions or
insecurity) ..........................
Present accommodation
unsatisfactory
...................
Confused or frail ..................
Want independence and
security .......................... ,..
Being evicted ........
House too large ..................
Lonely
... ..........................
Not known
.......................

26
11
13
34
16
13
4
18

The information from the survey
will be used to work out future plans
for any extension to the amount of
accommodation for the aged that
could be provided by B.S.L. if
finance is available. At present the
Brotherhood is providing accommo
dation for 200 elderly people.

DONATiON SUP
THE SUPERIOR,
BROTHERHOOD OF ST. ETURENCE,
51 ROYTE TRCTDE,
MELBOURNE C.E M F30II

NTME............ .......................................................................................... ..........
ADDRESS.............................. .........................................................................

TENDERS CALLED FOR
HOME FOR FRA!L AGED
Tenders have been received for
construction of the extensions to the
property purchased at Box Hill for
a home for frail elderly people.
The existing brick house will be
used as residents dining and sittings
rooms, quarters for a matron and
trained nurse and the kitchens. The
extensions will comprise single rooms
and eight double rooms with sunroom and bathrooms.
The home will meet an urgent need
for accommodation for infirm and
frail elderly people. It is hoped that
it will be ready for occupation by
June.

CH!LDREN S AMD
YOUTH CENTRE
In February two members of the
Children's Centre Staff—Miss Anne
Schoof and Mr. Barry Wollmer—will
be spending ten days in Sydney
visiting and working in Creative
Leisure Centres run by the Children's
Library and Crafts Movement under
the auspices of the Council of the
City of Sydney. This is part of inservice training and will give valuable
experience which will benefit the staff
and their work with the children at
tending our Fitzroy Centre.
Our Supervisor, Miss Grace Ren
ton, worked for many years with the
Children's Library and Crafts Move
ment and later became Senior
Supervisor and an executive member
of the staff. Already the Fitzroy
Centre has stimulated interest among
other groups in Melbourne working
with children, and during the recent
school holidays a similar centre was
very successfully conducted in North
Melbourne under the direction of
the Rev. Michael Challen.

GUtLLOTME WANTED
St. Laurence Park resident, Mr.
Harry Marshall, requires a small
printer's guillotine for trimming lib
rary books and cutting up off-cuts of
paper.
Please contact Mr. Harry Marshall
of St. Laurence Park, Lara, if you
can provide one.

