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PROGRESS AT St LAURENCE PARK
— Plans for th e Future
Dear B.S.L. Friends,
This letter is something in the nature of a report in regard to St. Laurence
Park, Lara. Thanks to the very efficient and enthusiastic Council, which is
responsible for the work, and to the generosity of the people of Geelong and
district, the progress made is somewhat remarkable. It is only four years
ago that the Council was formed and the 45 acres, which are ours, were
acquired. The site of the Park is really ideal for the purpose.

It is in easy walking distance to
two great shopping centres, and the
Geelong bus passes the estate. Per
haps the great charm of the place is
the view of the beautiful You Yangs.
It is true that we have a certain
amount of very windy weather, but
the winter temperature is considerably
higher than that of Melbourne. The
ordinary cold is most certainly less
prevalent in Lara than in Melbourne.
Altogether a most desirable place.
When we took over the property it
seemed rather silly to call it a Park
for, instead of trees, it was covered
with a pea crop. Thanks largely to
Mr. Ponder and the boys he brings
from the Geelong Grammar School,
some 4,000 trees have been planted
and the occupied area is rapidly be
coming a place of beauty. We are
fortunate in having very good soil
and an excellent water supply (no
restrictions as in Melbourne!).
NEED FOR COLLINS COURT

Already 16 homes have been built
and hve are under construction. On
the commencement of our work at
Lara we told prospective residents
that there would be no accommoda
tion for those unable to care for
themselves for at least three years.
If all goes according to plan, we
hope to commence Collins Court be
fore the end of the year, at a cost of
230,000, which will give such accom
modation. At present there are only
sufficient funds to build the first sec
tion, which will cost 28,000.
I am never happy about building
in sections, for such gives an un
finished aspect and so mars the beauty

of an estate as a whole. It also, of
course, adds considerably to the final
cost. With the Government aid, which
increases each 2 we have for the
project to 23, we require 27,000 to
finish the whole building. Mindful
of the wonderful things that have
happened to the Brotherhood in the
past, 1 would not be surprised if the
necessary 27,000 to finish the overall
plan in one operation were forth
coming.
Quite unexpectedly, money was
forthcoming to build Collins Court
at Carrum Downs. We planned to
build the Community Centre there in
sections, but the necessary money to
carry out the whole plan came "out
of the blue", so the whole building
was erected under one contract. Again
quite "out of the blue" we have re
cently been enabled to add to our
property at Fitzroy. Whether or not
anything comes "out of the blue" in
the case of Collins Court, Lara, I am
more than thankfut for ail that has
been done there since the first resident
arrived iess than three years ago.
OPPORTUNITY SHOPS

Mr. Eric Hart, our devoted and
most efficient Hon. Secretary/Treasurer, tells me that our total assets in
buildings to date are 270,000. Such
is indicative of the devoted service
of those associated with the Lara
project. I must not fail to pay tribute
to those who are responsible for the
four Opportunity Shops now operat
ing in Geelong. The good people re
sponsible for the shops, the first of
which was opened about two years
ago, have added to our assets by
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217,000. To my mind a very remark
able achievement. Of course, what
has been done could not have been
possible without the ready co-opera
tion of the residents, and this we have
had.
ACTIVITIES
At Lara, as at Carrum Downs, we
lay great stress on the vaiue of acti
vities. Soon after commencing opera
tions, we established what we call
"Park Industries' . Through the work
of the residents about 2700 has been
raised by this means. This money
has been used in the building of a
small shop, where articles made or
grown by residents are sold, also a
tea-room. A meeting room is now
under construction, which will be
paid for by "Park Industries" together
with Government aid. In addition to
the buildings referred to, a consider
able amount of money has been paid
in to Food for Peace Campaign
funds through the sale of plants
grown by residents.

As the work expands and becomes
more widely known, the number of
applicants increases. Unless appli
cants are able to contribute the sum
of 2920 towards the building of a
house, no applicants can be con
sidered until the first section (if it is
to be built in sections!) of Collins
Court is completed. Any available
money must be used for this for the
time being. It is very hard to say
"no" to the many who would like
to join our happy community.
My last word in regard to Lara is
that we are always glad to see visitors
and especially B.S.L. Friends. Of
course there would be no St. Laurence
Park were it not for the innumerable
Friends, some with us still and some
in the unseen world, who enabled the
Brotherhood to come into being and
to grow with the years.
Our Greetings to you all, and may
God bless you for all you do for this
Brotherhood of ours.
I am,
Your sincerely,
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NEW SERVICE FOR ELDERLY P E O P L E -

In February, 1961, Mrs. Keys Smith was appointed to take charge of the
applications for Carrum Downs and Lara and for Kebie Court.
Lara, being a fairiy new venture, has not presented much of a problem yet,
as far as choosing applicants is concerned. Carrum Downs, on the other hand,
is much better known and, when Mrs. Smith started work, there were 108
tetters of application from people hoping to go there. Her first task was to
sort these out. Many people had moved, some had died, some had made other
arrangements, and eventually it was found that only 21 were really waiting to
enter Carrum Downs. Enquiries continue to come in at the rate of about
five or six per week.

Most of the readers of these Notes
will be familiar with the aim of
Carrum Downs and Lara Settlements,
but those who are not might be in
terested to learn more about it. These
settlements do not so much attempt
to supply a need, as to prevent a
need arising. They have been created
in the belief that if elderly people
have security, independence and occu
pation, then they remain active and
happy right till the end. As the aim
is one of prevention, the age of ad
mission is generally in the sixties,
and then, of course, the elderly person
is housed and cared for, for the rest
of his life.
The type of resident needed is one
who realises the importance of keep
ing active and of being useful. Those
who are in financial need are given
first preference. The majority of resi
dents are those who depend solely on
the pension. Some have some small
amount of savings, and thus can help
to buy a cottage with the aid of a
Commonwealth grant under the Aged
Persons' Homes Act. The Brother

hood has many enquiries to live in
one of the Settlements for the sake
of security and companionship. While
recognising that these people often
have a real need, the Brotherhood
feels that those with no permanent
home are in still greater need, and
reserves its houses for them.
KEBLE COURT

Kebie Court was a new venture.
It was realised that there were many
homeless elderly people who wanted
to maintain independent lives within
the community, and who wished to
stay near their friends and continue
with their own interests. Their prob
lem was to find reasonable accom
modation at a price within their
means as pensioners. The fact that
180 people applied for the 18 flats at
Kebie Court shows something of the
need for this type of city accommo
dation. Older people were taken into
Kebie Court than could be admitted
into the two settlements. Preference
was given to those who lived close by

New cottages at C arram Downs /iaye a neat, m odern appearance. O /J,
saN stan d arJ cottages are ^eing rep/ace^ as /inance becomes avai/aN e.

and who could therefore feel at home
in the locality, to those who had few
or no relatives, and to those who had
few financial resources other than the
pension.
When Mrs. Smith had finished the
interviews for Kebie Court she found
that the volume of work entaiied in
deaiing with current enquiries for
Brotherhood accommodation was in
sufficient to keep her busy, so the
scope of her work has been extended
to enable her to offer a genera! ad
visory service to any eideriy person
with housing problems, irrespective
of whether or not he would be elig
ible for Brotherhood accommodation.

Within the few weeks since her
work has been enlarged, Mrs. Smith
has tried to help people referred
from one of the Melbourne parishes,
from the Church of England Social
Service Advisory Council, from the
Old People's Welfare Council, from
Rothesay Home, etc. It looks as if
this part of her work will increase
rapidly.
A REQUEST

At this point, she would like to
make a request, as it is felt that
some readers of these Notes might
be in a position to help this work in
one of two ways. First of all, there
are many people wanting a cheap
room, preferably an unfurnished one,
where they can live their own life,
and where they can have the use of
a kitchen or similar facilities for
their cooking. The disadvantage of
most rooms offered is that they are
too expensive for pensioners. Twentyhve or 30 shillings is really all they
can afford, though in many cases
they are paying up to JE3/10/-. Sec
ondly, there are some people who,
perhaps because of age or because of
some crippling illness, e.g., arthritis,
no longer wish to do their own
cooking, and want to board. Mrs.
Smith would be particularly glad to
know of anyone who would board
pensioners for about JE4 or JE4/10/- per
week. It is realised that this is scarcely
an economic proposition at this price,
but it would provide a very valuable
service.
Naturally many people are difhdent
about taking others into their homes.
Mrs. Smith, of course, cannot guaran
tee any tenant; all she can do is to
talk to both parties, introduce likely
people together, and leave them to
come to the decision. Home owners
would also have the security of know
ing that should they and the tenant
prove incompatible, Mrs. Smith
would be able to help to make other
arrangements.
Her telephone number is JA 7055,
and she would be most grateful to
hear from anyone with a furnished
or unfurnished room to let, or who
would board a pensioner.
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NOTES OF NEWS FROM B S L
CENTRES
EXPERIMENT IN
CREATIVE LEISURE
An experiment in creative leisure
activities has been arranged by the
Children s Centre at Fitzroy for the
schooi hoiidays. Two p!ay rooms and
a small outside piay area have be
come avaiiabie at the rear of the
Brotherhood s property and wii! be
used by smai! groups of chiidren
aged five to 12 years. Activities wiii
include woodwork, painting and
house piay.
AVALON" OPEN DAY

1,000 people attended the open day
at "Avalon" on 6th May. Visitors
were able to see the 120-year old
bluestone house which has been don
ated to the Brotherhood by Mr. and
Mrs. R. Austin for use as a confer
ence and study centre.

SENIOR SOCIAL WORKER

Miss Janet Paterson has been ap
pointed the Senior Social Worker
of the Brotherhood following the
resignation of Miss Nancy Hillas,
who is at present on leave in England.
Miss Hillas directed the work of the
Social Service Bureau and the Family
Service Project for the past four years
in which time the scope and stand
ards of the Brotherhood's family
welfare services increased greatly.
Miss Paterson joined the staff of
the Family Service Project in 1958,
and at the conclusion of the Project
transferred to the Social Service
Bureau. Before joining the Brother
hood Miss Paterson was a medical
social worker at the Alfred Hospital.

—
——---------------------------------

More Cottages
at tara
Two new cottages have been com
pleted at St. Laurence Park, Lara,
and work has commenced on another
group of four. One of the new cot
tages was built with voluntary labour
from Geelong and the second was
built by the Geelong Apex Club.
The four cottages on which work has
begun will be completed in eight
weeks. The completion of this pro
ject will increase the population at
St. Laurence Park to 24 elderly
people. Plans are being finalised for
the first section of a "Collins Court"
for less active elderly people, and it
is hoped that work will commence at
the end of the year.
St. Laurence Park is entirely fin
anced by people in the Geelong
district and from the splendid sup
port given to the four Opportunity
Shops run by the St. Laurence Park
auxiliary.

ELDERLY HOLIDAY MAKERS
Elderly people are in residence at
"Morven", the Brotherhood holiday
home at Mornington.

Brotherhood He!ps in Indian
S!um A rea

APEX CLUB VISIT

Members of Apex Clubs from
Albury and Wangaratta will visit
B ro th e rh o o d c e n tre s at Carrum
Downs, Fitzroy and Mornington at
the Queen's Birthday weekend holi
day. For many years these clubs have
organised January holiday camps for
children from the Fitzroy Youth Club
and Children's Centre. Purpose of
the visit is to enable them to see at
first hand the suburbs from which
the children come and the work of
the Brotherhood.
WELFARE WORK AMONG AGED
Since the Coolibah Club was first
opened in 1947, Miss Jessica Sumner
has been responsible for its manage
ment and for the steady expansion
which has taken place. Miss Sumner
has also provided a welfare service to
countless elderly people from the
Club and from the inner suburbs of
Melbourne who have come for ad
vice, guidance and practical assistance
with a great variety of problems. This
side of the work demands an increas
ing amount of time and it has been
decided that Miss Sumner should be
the full time Welfare Officer for
elderly people. Miss Sumner will be
a member of the staff of the Social
Service Bureau and join the six social
workers who provide a family coun
selling service.

In October, 1961, the Brotherhood
decided to adopt an Indian project
through the Food for Peace Cam
paign.
After close consideration of various
F.F.P.C. Projects it was decided to
work with the people in Gadi Tale
Buste, a slum area in Poona, where
the local Y.M.C.A. is attempting to
raise living standards. Money to sup
port the Project comes from personal
contributions from the Brotherhood
staff and donations from B.S.L.
Friends to the Brotherhood Food for
Peace Project.
Mr. David Scott of the Brother
hood visited Poona in March and
was taken to Gadi Tale Buste.
The people in this 15-acre lowlying area live in shacks of card
board, scrap timber and corrugated
iron. Most of the shacks are 8 ft. by
5 ft. and they accommodate an entire
family. Some of the dwellings are so
low that the occupants have to crawl
inside on their hands and knees.
Most of the residents have no regular
employment.
In July, 1961, the entire area was
swept away in the disastrous Poona
hood which made 4,000 people home
less. Some of the families were re
housed by the Poona Corporation but
the rents of 20 rupees a month (fl
Australia) were beyond their means.
When they are able to earn money as
casual labourers the pay is only 1/6

to 2/- a day. These families and
others were obliged to reconstruct
their slum shacks.
Mr. Delvis, Secretary of the Poona
Y.M.C.A., has arranged for a panel
of doctors to visit the area regularly
in an honorary capacity.
The 2250 sent by the Brotherhood
through the Food for Peace Cam
paign will be used to employ a part
time village worker for 12 months.
She will arrange the distribution of
milk to children, assist with health
and family problems and organise
handcrafts to enable families to sup
plement their meagre incomes. The
worker will also assist in the school.

The only shortage to the problems
of this depressed and depressing area
is the re-housing of the families and
clearance of the area, but Gade Tale
Buste is only one of many similar
areas around Poona and re-housing
can only proceed at a slow pace
owing to shortage of hnance.
Mr. Scott visited 22 Food for Peace
Campaign Projects in India and has
submitted a report on his impression
to the Campaign. He was impressed
with the leadership of the projects
and the impetus that can be given
by comparatively small amounts of
financial assistance from Australian
groups. The links between the Aus
tralian groups and the Indian projects
have created a lively interest in Aus
tralia among Indians in these areas.
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NEWS FROM B SL AUX)UAR)ES
BOX HILL AUXILIARY'S next act
ivity will be an illustrated talk,
"Canterbury Tales', by the Rev.
Harvey Brown. This wiii be on 28th
May, at 2 p.m., in St. Peter's Haii.
This auxiiiary has an interesting pro
gramme arranged for the year, and
new members would be very welcome.
Please contact Mrs. Tucker, WX 7274.
CAULFIELD ARMADALE AUXIL
IARY members specialise in home

made jams, so if anyone wants to
buy home-made jams, would you
telephone Mrs. Smith at LF 2356.
WARRANDYTE AUXILIARY. A
morning Coffee Party is being given
on Wednesday, 13th June, at the home
of Mrs. R. Mahoney, Tindalls Road.
The next Cake Stall will be on Satur
day, 7th July, in the village. The
Progressive Dinner was considered a
great success by all who attended, and
already enquiries are being made as
to the date of the next one.
CAMBERWELL AUXILIARY'S sec

ond luncheon arranged for the year
will be held at the home of the Presi
dent, Mrs. J. R. Balderstone, 25 Vic
toria Ave., Canterbury, on Thursday,
19th July, when His Excellency, the
High Commissioner for Malaya, will
be the guest speaker. A theatre night
has been arranged for "My Fair
Lady" on 18th June.

CHELTENHAM / MORDIALLOC.
An all-day function will be held at
Mrs. Max Taylor's home, 198 Warragu! Road, on 26th June. Morning
tea, luncheon and afternoon tea will
be provided. Policewoman Carr will
speak during the afternoon. A jewel
lery exhibition in conjunction with
Edments will be held in July.
BRIGHTON AUXILIARY. Mrs K

D. Green, who started this Auxiliary
in 1956, will resign as President at
the Annual Meeting to be held at her
home on Thursday, 21st June. Our
grateful thanks are extended to her
for all the devoted work she has put
into the Auxiliary during her term of
office. A street stall will be held in
Middle Brighton on 9th June.

DANDENONG AUXILIARY'S An
nual Meeting will be held at St.
James' Parish Hall on 27th June,
when Mr. David Scott will be the
guest speaker. The Auxiliary had a
luncheon and sorting day for the
Dandenong shop, which greatly bene
fited by members' efforts.
THE FITZROY SHOP AUXILIARY

held a very successful meeting when
the foundation members of the Aux
iliary invited all the new voluntary
sorters to become members. A gen
eral meeting will be held three times
a year, and all members of the
Auxiliary will be eligible to help in
the shop. The annual meeting will
be held on Monday, 3rd September,
when it is hoped that Father Tucker
will take the chair as usual.

FORTUNAS AUXILIARY'S next
special effort will be held at the home
of Joyce Vines, 338 Balwyn Road,
North Balwyn, at 8 p.m. Members
of this auxiliary are going, for the
second time this year, to spend an
evening sorting at the Salvage Divi
sion, on 23rd May.
HEIDELBERG AUXILIARY. At the

next meeting, on 26th June, a travel
talk will be given by Ansett-A.N.A.
This will be held at Mrs. Hall's
home, 29 Silverdale Road, Ivanhoe.
Telephone Mrs. Hall at 49-5952 if
you would like to be present. A
Jumble Sale will be held in the Mall
on Friday, 29th June.

MORNINGTON AUXILIARY mem
bers continue to help Mrs. Chisholm
in doing the flowers and making beds
in preparation for our visitors at
Morven. Members also extend hos
pitality in their homes to our visitors.
MELBOURNE YOUNGER SET

members are practising hard for their
floor show, with the theme "A Night
at Ninevah", which will be given at
their Dinner-Dance at Ciros on Fri
day, 6th July. This active group has
had permission to collect for the
Brotherhood at some of the Drive-in
theatres.

MELBOURNE YOUNGER SET
COMMUNITY SERVICE GROUP
continues to organise the theatrical
section at Salvage Division. There is
still a lot of work to be done in this
connection, and more helpers are
needed. Telephone Joyce Warneke at
94-1371.
PRESTON AUXILIARY SHOP con

tinues to do well and meets a need
in the area. Donations of goods may
be left at the shop, 284 High Street,
Preston. The shop is open on Tues
days, Thursdays, Fridays and Satur
day mornings.
SUNSHINE AUXILIARY will hold
its next meeting at Mrs. Doak's home,
35 Glengala Road, Sunshine, when
there will be an interesting wallpaper
demonstration and floral art display.
A Cake Stall will be held on 22nd
June. Mrs. Forristal has offered her
home for a record afternoon to be
held on 10th July.
ORMOND AUXILIARY members

are anxious to hear from any friends
in their district who have good used
clothing or household goods, jewel
lery, ornaments, etc. They could
leave these at their shop, 2 Katranda
Road, Ormond. Telephone the shop
at 58-1912 for goods to be collected.

W ANGARATTA
AU XILIA R Y.
Group members hope to co-operate
with the Apex Club in a door-to-door
clothing drive in June — this to take
place in Wangaratta and surrounding
districts. Our thanks go to the Aux
iliary for the steady Bow of cartons
for Salvage.

Generous Gift for
Future Extensions a t
Fitzroy
Some time ago a row of terrace
houses in Fitzroy Street, at the rear
of the Brotherhood's Fitzroy head
quarters, became available for pur
chase.
The Brotherhood had no funds
available to even consider purchasing
the property, which could eventually
provide scope for greater develop
ment of activities, particularly for the
overcrowded Children's Centre.
A generous friend of the Brother
hood, who wishes to remain anony
mous, heard of this splendid oppor
tunity and has provided the money
for purchase of the property.
Existing tenants will continue to
occupy the houses, but there is great
scope for development in the future.
One small bluestone cottage has be
come vacant and is being renovated
by a group of young people from
St. Oswald's Church, Glen Iris. When
renovations are completed the house
will be occupied by a homeless
family.
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"Leisure", a study of leisure
time activities in a post war
housing estate, will be published by Cheshire's at the
end of May. The book is the
report of an investigation
carried out by the Brotherhood
to determine how adults and
young people spend their leisure, their use of youth clubs,
kindergartens, Mothers' Clubs
and their attitudes towards
Churches and community facilities.
The survey also reveals interesting information about the
people who live in the estate
— the size of their families,
their incomes, the number of
wives who are working, relations with neighbours and
friends, and opinions on
whether community recreational services should be run
by
Councils,
Government
bodies or voluntary groups.
"Leisure" will be on sale at
all book shops at the price of
11/6.
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