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A MAGNtHCEMT G!FT TO HELP
THE CHURCH SERVE SOOETY
Dear B.S.L. Friends,
I am writing this before the news of the wonderfuBy generous gift of
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Austin, of "Avalon," Lara, has become generaHy
known. Of aH the opportunities which have been ours over the years, none
is of greater importance than this.

FotTtcr C. K. Tucker

TOY SATE WAS A SUCCESS
Two toy sales were held prior to
Christmas in a Church Hall close to
Brotherhood headquarters in Fitzroy.
The results were so encouraging that
it is likely that these will become a
regular part of the Christmas pro
gramme. Thirty-five parents attended
the first sale and 85 the second. A
third unscheduled sale of remaining
toys took place at the Brotherhood
on the last afternoon before Christ
mas for people who had made lastminute requests.
The Social Workers feel that the
toy sale experiment was successful.
The purpose of enabling parents to
themselves choose toys for their chil
dren was achieved without placing
financial strain on them. Average
spending for an armful of toys was
9/-. Proceeds from the hrst sale were
used to buy dolls to supplement the
good volume and varietv of other
toys provided by B.S.L. Friends.
Parents who attended the sale were
pleased with their purchases and with
the whole idea of being able to
choose for their children and buy
cheaply instead of having to ask f o r^
free help and have no opportunity of
selecting toys for their own chilcrren.
Further ideas of their reaction will
be obtained when social workers con
duct a small survey covering matters
such as convenience of dates, prices
and supply.

Our hrst reaction is, of course, that of gratitude — gratitude for the beautifui century-old, fuBy furnished homestead with its charming surroundings
overlooking Corio Bay with the ever-growing city of Geelong in the distance.
With the homestead we received approximately 100 acres of very valuable
land. It is indeed a magniheent gift. We are honoured that the generous
donors should regard the Brotherhood as worthy to carry on the tradition of
service which has characterised the Austin family since they came to this
land more than 100 years ago.

Realising the greatness of the op
portunity which comes with this gift,
we felt that it should not only be
merely a B.S.L. venture. With this
thought in mind we approached His
Grace the Archbishop with the re
quest that he should appoint a com
mittee to ascertain how best the pro
perty can be used, not only for this
State but for the nation as a whole.
The Archbishop granted our request
and has appointed the following —
The Venerable Archdeacons Dann
and Sambell, Messrs. Richard Austin,
John Reeves, David Scott, and myself
as Chairman.
THE GOSPEL AND THE WORLD

From time to time we will let you
know the findings of the committee.
The general idea is that "Avalon"
should be a meeting place for those
who realise the importance of the
Christian gospel in relation to pre
sent day conditions. As we do not
want "Avalon" to be merely a B.S.L.
affair, so we do not want it to be
merely a C. of E. affair. We are
looking for the co-operation and in
spiration of other Christian bodies.
We want, in fact, the co-operation of

all people of goodwill who realise
that the well-being of mankind is
something that cannot be secured by
man himself. The situation of the
world at the present time makes this
fact abundantly clear.
Besides being a meeting place for
people desirous of discussing Church,
National and International affairs, I
have visions of "Avalon" being a
training place for men and women
prepared to devote their lives to the
solving of those problems which must
be solved if the world is to be saved
from disaster. I ask that you should
pray that we may have grace, wis
dom and humility to make the most
of this opportunity which, under the
hand of God, could do much to en
able Australia to play her part in rid
ding the world of that crippling fear
which is common to all, and giving
to all a vision of the peace and good
will which could and should be the
lot of mankind. "The darkest hour
is before the dawn." The outiook at
present is indeed dark. Please God
this darkness is but a forerunner of
brighter days, but if those brighter
davs are to materialise men must
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"become workers together with God."
To inspire people of this country to
become such workers will be the
main objective of those responsible
for "Avalon."
NEW RESPONSIBILITIES

Although the gift of "Avalon"
adds greatly to our financial assets,
it at the same time adds to our lia
bilities. These we gladly and thank
fully accept. Mr. Austin has added
to his more than generous gift by
undertaking to provide some money
for the upkeep of the property. This,
of course, will be a great help but
money will have to be found for the
salary of a Warden and something
in the nature of a staff. I am sure
that the necessary money will be
forthcoming. I refer to this aspect
of the matter lest any should think
that the B.S.L. has all of a sudden
become wealthy from the financial
point of view. May such never be
the case, for money — and, in fact,
all assets — are only of real value
when they are used for the glory of
God and the welfare of mankind.
One more word in regard to "Ava
lon." It will, of course, fit in well
with the objective of the Food for
Peace Campaign. I visualise men and
women coming from South-East Asia
to learn at "Avalon" something of
our way of life, and men and women
of Australia going to South-East Asia
to learn something of the way of life
prevailing in those countries. "Ava
lon" will strengthen the bridge of
friendship being built between our
selves and our northern neighbours.
In looking forward with happy an
ticipation to the opening of a new
chapter in the history of B.S.L. I am
not unmindful of all you good people
who so faithfully and loyally co-op
erate with us in all we do. Where
would we be without you? We go
forward knowing that you go with
us.
I hope that as many of you as pos
sible will be at the service at St.
Paul s Cathedra!, Melbourne) on Fri
days February 24th, at 10 a m., when
Archdeacon Sambel! will be con
secrated.

With our greetings to you all,
I am,

Brotherhood s Annua! Report shows
Year of Steady Progress
The annual report and financial statements of the Brotherhood for 196061 is available to Friends of the Brotherhood who would like a copy. The
report describes in detail the social service work carried on in four fields —
family welfare, services for the aged, youth welfare and social action and
public education.

The introduction to the Report
discusses the responsibility and
functions of voluntary organisations
in a community where Government
services are steadily expanding. It
suggests that the finances available to
voluntary organisations should be re
garded as "the risk capital" of social
welfare. The essential purpose of the
voluntary social service agencies, such
as the Brotherhood, is to pioneer ser
vices to meet newly emerging needs,
helping people to understand and use
services provided by State bodies, fill
existing gaps in welfare provisions
and provide services for those people
who, in times of need, look to the
Church for help and carry out re
search and public education to de
velop greater community awareness
of social problems.
Highlight's of the year's work
were —
* Counselling and aid services pro
vided by social workers for 784
families.
* Increased unemployment caused dis
tress for many families particularly
those
awaiting
Unemployment
Benefits. The Brotherhood pro
vided JE3,000 in direct financial aid
which was 50% more than in the
previous year but even this was in
sufficient to meet minimum require
ments of families seeking assistance.
* The completion of "Keble Court"
— 18 flats for elderly people in
Glenlyon Road, East Brunswick.

Hughesdale-Murrumbeena
Auxiliary
The first meeting for the year will
be held at the Malvern Shop on Mon
day, 26th February, at 1 p.m.
This is an important meeting as
nominations will be received for of
fice-bearers. All members are asked
to attend if possible.

Yours very sincerely,

A P P EA L FOR DRIVERS
More voluntary drivers are urgently
required to assist with transport of
elderly people who go to "Morven"

The Brotherhood now provides ac
commodation for 200 elderly people
at Carrum Downs, Lara and East
Brunswick.
* 100 elderly people, 20 mothers and
162 children enjoyed holidays at
"Morven," the Brotherhood's Mornington Holiday Home.
* 9,942 meals were provided for el
derly people at the Coolibah Club,
Fitzroy
* Membership of the Children's and
Youth Centre reached 170 and a
wide range of Club activities were
provided for different age groups.
* Studies of aspects of housing and
unemployment problems were made
during the year and published in
pamphlet form.
* The Brotherhood decided to pro
vide assistance for an Indian social
welfare project through the Food
for Peace Campaign. The Brother
hood believes that local social ser
vice organisations should be mak
ing some contribution towards in
ternational social service in under
developed countries.
* Expenditure on social services
reached T77,776. Less than 3% is
derived from Government grants.
The remaining JE74,000 comes from
donations, legacies, salvage divi
sion and the activities of 22 B.S.L.
Auxiliaries.

for holidays. We should like to hear
from anyone who would be willing to
be contacted when the need for trans
port arises. Please telephone JA 7055
if you would be willing to have your
name added to the list of voluntary
drivers.

HOW

M A N Y W ORDS
C0MPET!T!0N

The winner of the competition is
Mrs. Ashby, of Swan Hill, and the
number of winning words was 210.
Many entrants sent in larger numbers
but the judges ruled that many of the
words were not permissible.
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DONAHONS WERE LARGEST
SOURCE OF )NCOME
Direct donations were the largest
single source of Brotherhood income
in 1960-61. The financial statement
in the Annual Report shows that
B.S.L. Friends donated JE18,138. A
significant and pleasing feature of
donations is that they come from
approximately 4,000 people which
shows continuing broad community
support for the Brotherhood work.
Direct Government support by way
of grants doubled, but still forms the
smallest part of total income — 2.8%.
Direct donations and legacies both in
creased while the members of the
Various auxiliaries almost doubled
their results. These three sources
provided more than half of the
year's income, a total of f43,121
or 56.6% of the total income. It is
difficult to estimate to what extent it
would have been necessary to curtail
the Brotherhood's activities had these
sources of direct giving not risen so
substantially, as the urgently-needed
extensions and alterations to the Sal
vage Division Store caused an exten
sive fall in income from our salvage
operations. It will be noted that Sal
vage Income fell by JE5,354 to 19.2%

of the total income. However, with
the extensions now near to comple
tion, it is hoped that the Division's
contribution will rise again. Another
contributing factor to the fall in Sal
vage results, of course, is the increas
ing number of operators in this par
ticular held. This creates a problem
which, although recognised, is not
easily overcome.
We are becoming more than ever
dependent on our friends, both in the
suburbs and country areas, for ' Sal
vage," support of Auxiiiary functions,
and direct gifts to the Brotherhood's
various services, projects and appeals.
Expenditure

Total expenditure of JE77,776 was
distributed through departments as
follows —
Children's Centre
JE9,379
Coolibar Club ................
f7,674
Social Service Bureau
JE21,110
Carrum Downs
..............f 26,135
"Morven" ........................
JE4,990
Community Education ...
JE3,994
Organisers Dept...............
JE4,494
The Working Account ended with
a deficit of f 1,433 for the year.

Christmas a t the Brotherhood
As usual the Brotherhood of St.
Laurence had a variety of activities
for the residents of the Settlement at
Carrum Downs, as many of the folk
living here are unable to celebrate
Christmas in the traditional family
way, having no relatives or friends
living nearby.
On Christmas eve the activities
commenced with carol singing at
various points around the Settlement,
and a specially trained choir moved
around with the organist, perched
precariously with the organ on the
back of the utility truck.
For those wishing to attend there
were two Holy Communion services,
and a special Matins service, spread
over the Christmas Eve-Christmas
Day period, then on Christmas Day
the Brotherhood provided the usual
Christmas Dinner, and some sixty
residents sat down for this in the
gaily decorated hall.
On Boxing night a party was held
with a variety of games, items and
activities which created quite a lot
of fun and laughter.

CHRISTMAS BOWL APPEAL

It is now an established custom to
place a Christmas bow! outside the
Hall on the occasion of the annual
dinner, and the contents are for
warded to the World Council of
Churches Christmas Bowl Appeal,
and this year JE31 was raised at the
dinner, together with the Christmas
Day collection from the Chapel of
14 guineas, giving a grand total of
JE45/14/-, which is a truly remarkable
amount when it is realized that over
95% of the residents are living on
the Old Age Pension.
COLLIBAH CLUB

One hundred and sixty elderly
people enjoyed Christmas Dinner at
the Coolibah Club. Through the
Social Service Bureau 113 families,
where there was unemployment, sick
ness or dependency on meagre social
service benefits, received food parcels
for Christmas. In addition, some
400 children of these families re
ceived toys through the toy sale.

Above: An enterprising Carrum
Downs couple, Mr. and Mrs. E. Ellis,
have established a new industry mak
ing metal wicks for kerosene appli
ances. With ingenious equipment
and carefully planned production me
thods they have made over JE500
worth of metal wicks which are being
distributed to the hardware trade for
the winter season. The wicks are mar
keted under the name MET-L-WIK.
Below: Mr. F. Pickford, a french
polisher, does valuable work in the
carpentry and joinery workshop at
the Carrum Downs Settlement. Men
in the workshop help with repairs
and make tables, step ladders, ironing
boards and other articles for sale.
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NEWS OF B.S.L. AUXtUAMES
LFCEYT NEED
EDR REAPED
More voluntary helpers are
needed to assist in the Salvage
Division. The Salvage Division
which provides clothing and house
hold goods for families in need as
well as providing a substantial
proportion of the income for so
cial service work could not carry
on for a week without the volun
tary helpers who do all the sorting.
The pattern of the Salvage Divi
sion has changed in the past year.
More people are asking the Bro
therhood to call for goods and
there is a greater total volume of
goods but the proportion of us
able garments and goods has de
creased. This means that more
sorting must be carried out.
Helpers are needed to supple
ment the loyal band of women
who, over the years, have made
the development of the Salvage
Division possible. There is plenty
of work for individuals or groups
in mornings, afternoons and even
ings. Voluntary helpers are given
an introduction to the general
work of the Brotherhood so that
they can see the vital part that
they and the Salvage Division play
in the total programme.
People who are willing to help
or who would like to obtain more
information about the work of the
Salvage Division are asked to con
tact Miss Nell Rawlins at Brother
hood Headquarters, phone 41-7055.

D O NA TIO N
THE SUPERIOR,
BROTHERHOOD OF YT. LTLRENCE,
51 ROYTL TRCTDE,
MELBOURNE, C.L MF 9011
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Most of the Brotherhood Auxiliaries will not hold their hrst meetings
for 1962 untii February so there is
not as much Auxiiiary news as usuai.

Mrs. Bayley's home at 7 Sussex St.,
Brighton, on the 8th March. The
first Auxiliary meeting will be on the
14th February at the home of Mrs.
Gibbs, 22 New Street, Hampton.

CHELTENHAM - MORDIALLOC
AUXILIARY'S hrst meeting for the

WARRANDYTE AUXILIARY'S hrst

*

year will be held at the home of Mrs.
Taylor, 198 Warrigal Road, Mentone,
on Tuesday, 6th February, at 1.30
p.m. This will be the Annual Meet
ing, at which the new ohice-bearers
will be installed, and Father Tucker
is to be the guest speaker. This
would be a good time for new mem
bers to join the Auxiliary, and the
President, Mrs. Collins, would be
very pleased to hear from anyone
who is interested. Her telephone
number is XY 2338.
*
*
*
PRESTON AUXILIARY wii! hold its
first meeting on the 12th February,
but the shop re-opens the second week
in January. Mrs. Gardiner, the Pre
sident (JU 5833), would be very
glad to hear from anyone who would
like to help in the shop.
*

*

*

CITY OF HEIDELBERG AUXILI
ARY has altered its date of meeting

to the fourth Tuesday in the month.
Its hrst event of the year is a barbe
cue at the country home of the Sec
retary, Mrs. Hill, Halchester, Falls
Road, Mount Dandenong, at 6 p.m.,
and a him will also be shown. This
will be held, weather permitting, on
Friday, 2nd March.
*

*

*

BRIGHT AUXILIARY plans to hold
a Card Party as its first function of
the New Year. This will be held at

SU P

*

*

meeting of the year of this new Auxi
liary will be on Thursday, 1st March,
at the home of the President, Miss
D. Ruttledge, "Mulloka," Alexander
Road, Warrandyte, when plans for
the year will be discussed.
*

*

*

BOX HILL AUXILIARY held a most
successful end-of-year luncheon at the
home of the President, Mrs. Henry.
Its first meeting of this year will be
on 26th February at Mrs. Henry's
home, 51 Combarton Street, Box Hill,
and new members would be very
welcome.
*

*

*

ORMOND AUXILIARY is holding

its hrst meeting of the New Year on
Monday, 5th February. New mem
bers would be most welcome, especi
ally those who would be willing to
help in the shop which is re-opening
on the 9th January. Please telephone
Miss Hill, the Secretary (LW 5101),
for further details.
*

*

*

THE MELBOURNE YOUNGER
SET held its first general meeting of
the year to get its forthcoming plans
under way. It welcomes Patricia
Gregory as the new President and
Joan Ockleshaw as Secretary. Its first
big function is for a delightful ball
on St. Valentine's Day, Wednesday,
14th February, in the Ormond Hall.
Any enquiries regarding this may be
made of Joan Ockleshaw (LB 1258)
or Joy Miniken (85-2218).

MR

SCOTT LEAVES
FOR INDIA

Mr. David Scott, Director of Social
Services of the Brotherhood, left Mel
bourne on 23rd January to spend 2y
months in India and Pakistan.
Mr. Scott will attend the SouthEast Asian Regional Conference of
Social Work in Karachi as an Aus
tralian delegate from the Australian
Council of Social Service. He will
then visit 20 Indian health, social
welfare, agricultural projects being
supported by various groups of the
Food for Peace Campaign.
The Brotherhood has undertaken to
sponsor one such project and on his
return Mr. Scott will advise on the
type of project that could be most
effectively helped by the Brotherhood.

