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THE LESSO N S OF H tS T O R Y
Dear B.S.L. Friends,
I have been thinking of iate that there is a marked similarity in the
world situation of today to that of Australia when the Brotherhood came
into being some 30 years ago during the dark depression days. Of course,
the situation of 30 years ago was on a much smaller scale and the outlook
of the world was not as black in those days as it is now, but the same kind
of matters were going on then as today.

FATHER G. K. TUCKER

W!NTER APPEAL
FOR CLOTHtNG
"This winter wii! mean greater
hardship to many famiiies who have
been hit by the recent credit squeeze,"
Mr. David Scott, Social Services
Director of the Brotherhood of St.
Laurence said recentiy.

"Already this year the Brotherhood
has given JE1,300 to help destitute
families
awaiting
unemployment
benefits and widows' pensions."
Mr. Scott released these figures in
announcing the start of the Brother
hood's Annual Winter Appeal for
clothing and household goods. The
appeal will continue to the end of
July.
"Particularly with the credit squeeze,
the task of providing warm clothing
has become more difficult for needy
people this winter," he said.
Mr. Scott said the Brotherhood
couid make use of clothing, rags, or-
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"NEWS AND
INTERVIEWS
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Conducted by Miss Nell Raw
lins, the Brotherhood Organiser.

An incident that occurred soon af
ter we established our hostel for un
employed men will explain my mean
ing. A well-spoken youngish man
came to see me. He said he admired
the work we were doing but we were
on the wrong lines. It would be bet
ter, said my visitor, to let things go
from bad to worse, and when the
unemployed became desperate, they
would take the law into their own
hands, and then all wrongs would be
righted and I would get all the things
I was fighting for!
I DEPLORED APATHY THEN

He was a communist and made no
bones about it. More than one ef
fort was made from that quarter to
wreck our schemes in helping that
great army of well-nigh hopeless and
despairing men.
The depression
passed but not the results of those
tragic days which meant a great ad
vance for those who would supersede
our way of life for an ideology that
is as ruthless as it is determined. In
the days to which I refer, I used to
deplore the apathy of those who were
not greatly affected by the depres
sion. It was not only that the lives
of countless men, women and child
ren were being ruined, but the pro
gress of Australia's growth towards
true nationhood was being retarded
and seeds of future trouble were be
ing sown.
Are not those days a picture in
miniature of the world today? From
an international point of view mat
ters have been allowed to go from
bad to worse. Men have become
desperate and have taken the law in
to their own hands. In addressing
the Ballarat Synod recently, Mr. J.

W. Paine stated that in the 10 years
following the war the Communist
forces captured territory at the rate
of 44 square miles an hour, and that
if the present rate continued there
would be a complete Communist
world in 14 or 15 years. The fright
ening part of such a statement is
that we, as a nation, seem to be do
ing nothing about it.
APATHY OF CHRISTIAN
DEMOCRACY NOW

I was talking to a man a short
time ago who was here on furlough
from India. I asked about the ad
vance of Communism in that country,
but he said that he was not con
cerned about the advance of Com
munism. He was, however, very con
cerned about the apathy of Christian
democracy in regard to the suffering
of the world which is the main cause
for the advance of Communism.
Christian democracy he said, is the
chief enemy of mankind because it
refuses to face facts and to give that
infinitely better way of life to those
who daily come into the orbit of
Communistic influence.
I know I am not writing in a very
happy strain but I dm addressing my
self to people who have enabled the
Brotherhood to do something on a
very small scale which I maintain
should, and must, be done on an in
ternational scale. From the outset
the Brotherhood has stood for,
preached, and tried to practice the
principle that if there is a wrong
that obviously should be righted,
however small be the resources and
however big the problem, something
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should be done about it. I think the
Brotherhood has proved the sound
ness of this principle.
In the early days our resources
were small indeed, but we did what
we could with what we had, and
people in ever increasing numbers
came to our aid, and with that aid
something really worthwhile has been
done. Were it not for the tragic
state of the world and the apathy on
the part of so many, I would have
no fear for the future of the Brother
hood. I have though, very great
fears for its future as for the future
of all else that I hold dear.
HELP ROUSE AUSTRALIA

I want Australia to do what it can
with what it has to relieve the suffer
ing of the world. Should we do this,
our example would be followed by
other countries that stand for what
we stand for, and so the only real
defence would be put up against
those forces that cause millions to
die in despair and threaten the safety
of mankind. Over the years, you
good people have helped us to rouse
the community from its apathy in
regard to unemployment, slums, the
unhappy state of old people and other
social ills. I want you to help us
rouse Australia from its apathy in
regard to the tragic state in which it
finds itself in relation to the world.
I may be fearful, but I am not des
pairing for I have an undying faith
in the practical aspect of the Chris
tian Gospel. It does work, but it is
for us to make it work or else God's
plans for the peace and happiness of
mankind are held up. It would seem
that no people since the dawn of
history have had such responsibility
and opportunity than have those of
us who are alive today. President
Kennedy has said that the present is
the hour of peril and the hour of
opportunity. May we face up to the
peril and grasp the opportunity.
With good wishes from us all,
Yours sincerely,

Second edition of

"THE BEST !S
YET TO BE"
by Father Tucker
with commendation by
Dr. E. Cunningham Dax
P r ic e

2/ -

B.S.L. Shops
Postage 5d. extra
----------------------------------------------

MORE DESHTUTE FAM iUES SEEK EMERGENCY A!D
The main function of the trained sociai workers in the Brotherhood's
Social Service Bureau is to provide a counseling service for people with
worries and problems, parents with marital difficulties and child care prob
lems, and to guide and advise people regarding other community services.
The Bureau must also still provide financial assistance for families who
are destitute as there is no Government emergency relief provision in Victoria.

The increase in unemployment over
recent months has caused many more
families to seek financial help. The
usual limit of financial aid that social
workers have at their disposal is JE200
a month. In April and May the
Brotherhood was obliged to increase
this to L250 a month and even this
amount is not adequate.
Since December &I,300 has been
provided in small amounts to pro
vide food or other essentials to fami
lies who are awaiting Social Service
Benefits such as Unemployment and
Sickness Benefit, Special Benefit, Wid
ow's Pension or Children's Welfare
Department allowances.

Here are some brief examples of
the plight of some families who have
come to the Bureau recently —
* Italian with wife and six young
children. Unemployed. Has lit
tle knowledge of community ser
vices. Advised how to apply for
Unemployment Benefit. Given
L5 for food.
* Mr. Smith, wife and five young
children. No money. Awaiting
payment of first Unemployment
Benefit and allowance from Chil
dren's Welfare Department.
* Mr. McGuiness, wife and five
children. Three weeks out of
work followed by 10 days in
hospital. Waiting for Children's
Welfare allowance which will
take three weeks. Money pro
vided for food for one week.

* Mrs. Graham. Husband is in
goal. Mrs. Graham has eight
young children. Her only in
come is a Special Benefit of
L3/5/- a week and L7 from Child
Welfare. Had paid rent and
overspent income. Money for
food provided until next pay
ment received.
* Mrs. Atkinson, deserted wife and
five children. Rent usually paid
by relative but unable to this
week. Help given for food.
* Young couple with three chil
dren awaiting Unemployment
Benefit.
First Unemployment
Benefit payment not due until
next week. Money given for
food.
* Mr. and Mrs. George with three
young children.
Loan sought
during first two weeks of unem
ployment. Loan was repaid the
following week.
The social workers endeavour to
provide sufficient for minimum food
requirements until Government Bene
fits are received. The Unemployment
Benefit is L6/2/6 for a family and
there is usually a period of about
19 days before money is received.
Assistance for children is usually
available from the Children's Wel
fare Department. It is usually four
weeks before the first payment is
received.

C O M M tSStO N SH O P HELPS LARA
The Commission Shop has already
provided the finance for two cottages
which have been built at St. Laur
ence Park, Lara. It is now making
available money for the erection of
a third.

Helpers from the Commission
Shop are going to Lara on 10th June
to see the results of their work.
The Brotherhood's thanks and those
of the people who have benefited by
these.gifts go to these Friends.

How )ow-intome famines live

W!NTER APPEAL

"56 Low-Income Families — How
They Live," a booklet published by
the Victorian Council of Social Ser
vice is the result of a survey of the
living patterns of a group of lowincome families who sought counsel
ling and assistance from voluntary
family service agencies.
The Brotherhood social workers
participated in the survey. Copies
are available from the V.C.S.S. or
the Brotherhood. Brotherhood Friends
will be interested in the study which
shows some of the problems that face
families helped by the Brotherhood
and other family agencies. Price of
the booklet is 5/6 including postage.
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naments, kitchen utensils, jeweiiery
and miik bottie tops.

"The clothing we collect is sorted
by voluntary workers, reclaimed and
repaired and is either given to pen
sioners and needy cases, or sold in
a Brotherhood Opportunity Shop to
raise funds for essential social service
work," he said.
Mr. Scott said Melbourne residents
should ring 41-3183 for a van to call,
or in country areas, people could rail
their goods free of charge to the Bro
therhood of St. Laurence, Flinders
Street Railway Station.
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This time the Brotherhood activity speciaiiy featured is the

EAST PRESTON YOUTH AND
COMMUN!TY CENTRE
For some years the Brotherhood
has been engaged in sociai work at
East Preston through the Family Ser
vice Project. It had never been en
visaged that this would be a perma
nent activity and in due course the
intensive casework ceased at the end
of iast year when the Government
subsidy was discontinued.

Brotherhood Friends will remem
ber that at the same time a Youth
and Community Centre has been
functioning in an old army hut
brought from Camp Pell. It has been
found possible to continue and even
expand this work under the voluntary
leadership of Mr. Kim Wyman.
Nearly 300 children are now attend
ing the various clubs and activities.
This year, for the first time, a foot
ball club has been formed which is
affiliated to the Junior League.
PLAY CENTRE

The Playgrounds Association has
established a play centre running
daily two play groups for school-age
and one for pie-school children. The
Brotherhood is contributing towards
the cost of this for a period of 12
months.

The E.P.Y.C. has also been granted
a long lease by the Preston Council
of an area of land, Ruthven Reserve,
at a peppercorn rental.
A committee of local citizens has
been formed and hopes to hold an
appeal for a new Centre building
later in the year.
COMMUNITY AFFILIATIONS

This Committee was recently grant
ed membership of the Victorian As
sociation of Youth Clubs.
This
means that the resources of that As
sociation will be available in future.
A Sunday School was established
some time ago. The Reverend Roy
Forward (Congregationalist) and the
Reverend Keith Leigh (Methodist)
take charge on alternate Sundays as
sisted by members of their congre
gation.
There are now 12 Girl Guides in
the 6th Preston Guide Company
which is associated with the Centre,
and six of these have completed their
Tenderfoot Test.
Weekly meetings of Wolf Cubs are
well attended. It is hoped to start
a Scout Troop soon.

MARKET FA!R
FR!DAY, 3rd NOVEMBER
Although November seems far
away the first committee meeting has
already been held for our Market
Fair at the Lower Melbourne Town
Hall on 3rd November.
Gifts for stalls will be welcomed
by Miss Rawlins at 67 Brunswick
Street, Fitzroy — please mark them
clearly, "MARKET FAIR."
The following Friends have also
offered their homes as depots:—
* Mrs. Green, 222 Were St., Brighton.
* Mrs. Hancock, Fiat 7, 567 Toorak
Rd., Toorak.
* Mrs. Heaiey, 12 Hamer St., East
Brunswick.
* Mrs. Kimpton, 31 Ciyde St., East
Kew.
* Mrs. Weetman, 22 Tower St., Mont
Aibert.

Wanted Knitters
Ka/tters are very argeat/y
nee<Je6f to Aa/t /or oar Opportaa/ty S/iop<y aa</ a/so /or t/ie
Fa/aes' Wear Sta// at t/ie ^4aaaa/ Fair — woo/ sapp/ied.
F/ea^e ring
Faw/ias at
t/ie Frot/ier^oo</ o/ St. Faareace, 67 Fraasw/cA: Street, F/tzroy (47-76SJ) // yoa caa Ae/p.

Fart o/ Fast Fre^toa Toat/i aa^/ Coaiaiaa/ty Ceatre.

B. 5*. L. Notes

NEWS FROM BSL. AUXILIARIES
HUGHESD ALE MURRUMBEENA

will hold their next meeting at the
Malvern Opportunity Shop on July
24th at 1 p.m. This group help stock
and stall the Malvern shop.
*

*

*

chen utensils, etc. The shop is open
Thursday, Friday and Saturday morn
ing, also on endowment Tuesdays.
Ring Mrs. Gardiner at JU 3220 if
you would like to have the Auxiliary
collect your goods.
*

ORMOND AUXILIARY. Mrs. Vera
Simpson has been re-elected presi
dent, with Mrs. Utber and Mrs.
Smith vice-presidents; Mrs. Ryde and
Miss HiH continue as treasurer and
secretary. Donations to the Ormond
Auxiliary shop in Katandra Road
would be very acceptable. The group
are planning regular Crazy Whist
afternoons.
*

*

*

CAMBERWELL AUXILIARY will

hold their next luncheon at the home
of the president, Mrs. A. L. Read,
4 Stodart Street, Camberwell, on
Thursday, June 15th. The guest
speaker will be Mrs. Basil Stoll who
will speak about Israel. Anyone
wishing to attend should contact Mrs.
J. Blanch (BX4949) or Mrs. H. D.
Breidahl (WA4289).
*

*

*

*

*

^

*
This Auxiliary
continues to help stock and serve in
the Opportunity Shop. They arrange
bowers and make beds during the
pensioners' holidays at Morven. They
also act as hostesses to groups who
visit Morven.
MORNINGTON.

*

*

*

*

WANGARATTA AUXILIARY. This
Auxiliary held a very successful him
night on Wednesday, May 10th, at
the home of Mrs. S. Docker, "Bontherambo." Mr. David Scott was the
speaker. About 80 people were pre
sent and the group raised H75. The
Auxiliary continue to send up to 20
parcels a month to salvage; we are
very grateful and happy to receive
their parcels.
*

*

THE ARMADALE AUXILIARY
has merged with a new group at
Caulheld. This has been due to the
illness of the Armadale president and
low numbers. The members will
meet at Mrs. M. V. Smith s home, 21
Anderson Street, Caulheld, on the
third Monday of the month. Anyone
interested in helping the BROTHER
HOOD by joining this Auxiliary
should ring Mrs. Smith, the leader of
the group, at LF 2356.

*

The Auxiliary have
taken a shop at 284 High Street, Pres
ton and are anxious for any donations
of used clothing (which will be clean
ed before they are sold), vases, kit
PRESTON.

FORTUNAS. This very active group
have arranged many interesting func
tions for the next few months. On
June 6th a "Tupper-Wear" demon
stration will be held at Mrs. Chad
wicks home followed by a Yoga de
monstration on July 17th at Mrs.
Shirley Wienckes' home. On August
the 5th the group will hold their an
nual Dinner Dance.
*

*

*

Congratulations to this
Auxiliary on their 25 years service
with the Brotherhood. Special con
gratulations to Mesdames Scott, Downie, Healy, Peach and Gehring, who
have worked with us throughout the
whole 25 years.
FITZROY.

SEWING AUXILIARY
Mrs. Musgrove has taken over
the leadership of this group which
meets above the Malvern Oppor
tunity Shop Tuesdays, Wednesdays
and Thursdays. We are urgently
in need of sewers who would
either sew at the Centre or in their
own homes.
A11 goods made are sold in our
opportunity shops to help the so
cial work of the Brotherhood.
Ring Mrs. Musgrove at 50-2443 if
you can help.

DANDENONG. The annual meet
ing will be held on Wednesday, June
28th, at St. Luke s Hall, Dandenong
West. Father Tucker will be guest
speaker.
*

THE SUPERIOR,
BROTHERHOOD OF ^T. E4URENCE,
51 ROY/1L /1R(MDE,
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"Inasm uch as ye have done U unto the least of these my
brethren, ye have done it nnto me"

*

BOX HILL. The next meeting of
this Auxiliary will be a Musical Af
ternoon given by Mrs. Prior's Musi
cal Group on Monday, 26th June, at
St. Peter's Hall, Box Hill, at 2 p.m.
*

*

*

SUNSHINE. Floral art demonstra
tions, street stalls and luncheons are
amongst the various activities ar
ranged by this group. After much
deliberation the Auxiliary has be
come a member of the Sunshine Com
munity Chest. The next meeting will
be held at Mrs. Pengelly s home, 13
Leonard Street, Sunshine.

*

*

*

Arrangements have
been made for a floral art demonstra
tion by Mrs. Dot Paul; this will be
held at St. Andrew's Church Hall on
July 20th. Donation 5/-, including
afternoon tea.
BRIGHTON.

*

D O N A T IO N S U P

*

*

*

CHELTENHAM
MORDIALLOC.
This active group are busy increasing
their "Talent Money"
byparties,
street stalls and jumble sales, etc. The
next stall will be held on Tune JRh.
*

*

*

CITY OF HEIDELBERG AUXILI
ARY. This group have many activi

ties arranged. On June 30th there
will be a trip to Taubmans. On
Thursday, June 8th, Mrs. E. Frost
will speak about her trip overseas;
this will be held at the home of Mrs.
Hall, 26 Silverdale Road, Ivanhoe.
This group have been responsible for
our associate membership books and
are keenly interested in selling asso
ciate membership.

