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The Superior writes on .
HOW TO GET THiNGS D O N E FO O D A N D PEACE
Dear B.S.L. Friends,
When one is, as it is said, "getting on in iife", one is apt to iook back
instead of looking forward. On the whole this is not good, for it tempts one
to live in the past, which is fatal to progress, and we should continue to
progress until the end of the chapter, or, rather, of Volume 1, marked "HERE
ON EARTH". While continuing to look forward it is good, however, to
sometimes look back in order to learn from past experiences. These experiences
should be of value for the days to come and, perhaps, of value, too, to those
who come after.

In this letter I am doing a little
"looking back" and shall tell you of
what the past has taught me in one
particular sphere. Those of you who
have been B.S.L. Friends from the
early days know something of our
WAR ON SLUMS. For many years
I spent much time and energy urg
ing the Government to do something
about the matter; that, indeed, was a
time of frustration, and I seemed to
get nowhere. All that now has
changed. Although very much re
mains to be done, the Government
has most certainly become more social
minded; but what has brought about
the change? It has come about, not
by what I call my "banging on the
door of Parliament House". It has
come about because to an ever in
creasing extent we have the people
on our side as far as social reform
is concerned.
Should I have my time over again
in seeking those reforms, I would
concentrate on the "people" rather
than on the Government, for in the
long run it is the people who count.
One can, however, only secure the
support of the people by doing some
thing practical concerning the par
ticular reform in which one is inter
ested. This we have tried to do, in
spite of my time and energy wasted
in Parliament House door banging!

We are ail too prone to cry "leave
it to the Government", or "why does
not the Government do so and so?".
I believe that it is for the people to
lead the Government.

N o.
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PLANS FOR
FLATS PROJECT
Architects have been instructed
to prepare plans for a block of 15
hats in Brunswick. This project
will be financed by donations from
the Voluntary Helpers' Shop at
Camberwell, who have already
donated 27,000 towards the pro
ject. The hats will be eligible for
the Commonwealth Government
subsidy.

The hats which provide much
needed homes for aged pensioners
who wish to continue living in the
inner areas on the north of the
City.
Mr. David Pincus, of Mockridge, Stahle and Mitchell, will
be the architect. Mr. Pincus re
cently won an award for design
ing a hats project for elderly
people.

Father Tucker, who is Director of the Food for Peace Campaign, planning a
country journey with his assistant, Mr. NeviHe Brook. Father Tucker is now
living at St. Laurence Park, Lara. In addition to helping with the develop
mental work there, he is working to promote the Food for Peace Campaign.
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In the matter of social reform here
in AustraHa, I think I can say that
the people have led, at any rate to
an extent, the Government, and you
good people have played a major part
in that, as far as the B.S.L. is con
cerned, for you have enabled us to
demonstrate by our various activities
what should he done. For this we
should be very thankful, but there is
so much more to be done.

I believe that the safety of the
world depends not on Governments
but on ordinary people such as you
and 1. This is the opinion of no less
an important person than President
Eisenhower, who recently said, "I
like to believe that the people, in
the long run, are going to do more
to promote peace than Government".

FOOD FOR PEACE
Some of you know of the Food
for Peace Campaign, of which I am
Director. Although the Campaign has
no official connection with the
Brotherhood, I have its moral back
ing and am allowed to use as much
time as possible in furthering its aims
which are, while doing something
practical about the matter, to rouse
the conscience of the Nation in
regard to the appalling sufferings
of the millions who cry for food.
We have a vision for the future, and
that is "the people leading the way
to peace"; for the lack of food is
the root of war.
Our objective is for €1 a year from
every Australian, with the belief that
other Nations of the western world
would follow our example and so
demonstrate to all Nations desiring
peace, wherein lies that peace. All
very visionary, perhaps, but "where
there is no vision the people perish",
and what, I ask, is the alternative.
I am planning a series of tours
throughout the State with the hope of
securing the support of "the people"
ip this most vital matter. I ask for
ykmr sympathetic understanding in
this venture. Although I speak of my
faith in "the people", what they do
must be according to the Will of Al
mighty God. It cannot but be the
Will of God that we, who live here
in comfort and prosperity, should do
all in our power to feed some of
those who ask for food. I am con
vinced that, for our own safety and
that of our children, we dare not
continue to ignore this obvious duty.
With Greetings from us all
to you all,
Yours sincerely,

P. & L. Notes

NEW RENT ACT WORRtES
AGED iNVALiD PENStONERS
The new Rent Act, which conies into operation in Aprii, has
resuited in great worry for many aged, invalid and widow pensioners,
and some iarge families on low incomes. Numerous pensioners have
come to, and written to, the Brotherhood.
Whilst the general intention of the
Act, which is to give relief to many
landlords who have had low rentals
for many years and who are entitled
to an increase, is quite reasonable,
the State Government appears to have
overlooked the position of pensioners
who will be incapable of paying the
new rents, however fair they may be.
If alternative low rental housing was
available there would be no criticism
of the Act, but adequate accommo
dation that is within the means of
pensioners is almost impossible to
find.
The following are typical of the
cases brought to the notice of the
Brotherhood —
* An aged pensioner now paying
€1/15/- for a 12' x 11/ room has
been advised that the rent sought will
he €3/3/-. The old age pension is
€4/15/- a week, plus a supplemen
tary allowance of 10/- a week for
single pensioners who are living
alone.

* A pensioner couple
two very old rooms
ette. New suggested
@A pensioner paying
pay €5.

paying
and a
rent is
€1/8/-

15/6 for
kitchen
€3.
asked to

NOTES FR O M ^
B S L CENTRES
Voluntary leaders at the Youth
Centre recently held their fifth an
nual conference at the B.S.L. Holiday
Home, "Morven".
The 25 young people who provide
regular voluntary leadership at the
Fitzroy clubs, discussed club pro
grammes for the year, and Mr. Alex
Greig, Director of B.S.L. Youth
Work, spoke on his impressions of
youth work overseas.

^
lAr ^
An open day at St. Laurence Park,
Lara, will be held on Sunday after
noon, 3rd April. Four recently com
pleted cottages will be open for in
spection. Afternoon tea will be pro
vided. Visitors are always welcome at
St. Laurence Park but, of course, it
is not possible to inspect cottages
once they are occupied. The small
group of residents at Lara have al
ready started a small shop where
plants and other goods produced or
made by residents are on sale.
*
A
The holiday season for old people
is under way at "Morven", and this
year 30 pensioners have already en-

e A pensioner couple aged 76 and 70
now paying €1/14/6. New rent asked
is €4/10/-.

* A 71-year-old pensioner who has
lived in present cottage for 39 years.
Rent now 25/-. New rent suggested
is €3.
In some cases the pensioners re
cognise that the present rent is un
fair to the landlord, but they do not
know how they can pay more.
The Brotherhood has made repre
sentation to the Government, sug
gesting that some form of protection
should be provided for pensioners to
prevent their rent being increased
above 20% of their total income. At
the same time consideration should
be given to planning to re-house
pensioners over a period of two or
three years or alternatively the Gov
ernment providing some subsidy to
meet the difference between the new
rent and the amount the pensioner
can afford to pay.
It is not the responsibility of private
landlords to subsidise accommodation
for pensioners, and the Government
will have to find some way of either
subsidising rents or providing other
accommodation.
joyed holidays at Morning ton. An
other 30 will spend eight days at
"Morven" before the winter sets in.

Mr. David Scott, Director of Social
Services of the Brotherhood, attended
a conference called by the Common
wealth Attorney-General, Sir Garfield
Barwick, to discuss the marriage
guidance provisions of the new
Matrimonial Causes Bill.
ik
i^r
^
More voluntary drivers are required
to take elderly holiday makers to
"Morven" and bring them back at
the end of their holiday. People
with cars who would be willing to
help in this way from time to time
are asked to ring Miss L. Walker at
JA 7055.

^
Mr. Tony Bishop will take over
the editing of "NOW!" the Brother
hood's monthly journal on social
problems.
^
The Brotherhood is faced with a
major expenditure of €3,000 to com
plete the sewerage system at Carrum
Downs. This is an essential part of
the plan to improve conditions in
many of the very old cottages where
residents have had to put up with
sub standard conditions.
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MR ALEX CRE!G REPORTS
ON OPERATION YOUTH
It was indeed a privilege to travel overseas on behalf of the Brother
hood on a mission which could be called "Operation Youth", com
mented Mr. Alex Greig, on his recent return to Australia.

enabling the children and youth of
Fitzroy to enjoy life more fully.
The foundations have been well and
truly laid for us by those who were
the pioneers of our Brotherhood, and
their spirit of dedication to Christ
and His Kingdom is still present as
our inspiration.

The good wishes of so many people connected with the B.S.L. were an
indication of the very real interest you aii have in our children's work, and
so I left feeling conscious of the importance of the task that lay ahead.

various leaders in the field of youth
work, the work at Fitzroy was always
in mind. The opening of the new
building at Fitzroy has, of course,
helped the work a great deal, and
there are so many truly dedicated
leaders giving their time to help the
children develop to the greatest pos
sible extent. It is only natural that
in the eleven months many ideas
were gathered and that recommenda
tions will be put forward. However,
many of these will certainly not be
implemented for some time. There
fore, the suggestions put forward are
contained in a five-year plan with
four short-term and twelve long-term
recommendations.
The most significant concerns a
suggested change-over from a Chil
dren's and Youth Centre to a Family
Centre. For so long now youth
leaders have realised the need of get
ting parents interested in the activities
of the club, but the trouble is that
few ever take an active part at all.
So many of our local people need a
place to gather, a place where they
can talk over their problems, reveal
their hopes and fears.
Another recommendation is that a
Youth Social Worker be made avail
able to the Children's Centre and
that a local area survey be carried
out so that we might get a clear
picture of the situation as it is today.
I know we can count on B.S.L.
friends, as we undertake what should
be an exciting venture from now
until 1965, and that our efforts will
result in bringing to pass those things

It will not be possible to cover in
detail the whole trip, but merely to
give an outline of the places visited
and then to let you know some of
the recommendations that have been
passed on to the Board.
Places included in the itinerary
were England, Holland, Germany,
Austria, Italy, Switzerland, France,
Denmark, Norway, Sweden and Am
erica.
Of the eleven months that I was
away, six were spent in America and
much of interest in the held of youth
it was here that I was able to see so
work.
Unlike most other countries, Am
erica uses mostly trained workers on
a full-time basis, rather than a parttime voluntary staff plus one or two
paid workers. I spent two months at
a centre in New York where there
were twenty-hve full-time trained
workers actively engaged. They realise
that to do effective work in a crowded
inner area a leader must concentrate
his efforts on a small group of chil
dren and establish a strong relation
ship, not only with individuals, but
with the home, whatever state it is in.
I was interesing to see a number
of holiday camps in progress, al
though I was not altogether impressed
with the way they were run. The
main objection was in regard to the
numbers they take in to one camp
and the fact that many of the staff
take on the job of leadership merely
to supplement their normal incomes.
And so, while visits of observation
were made and time was spent with

FUTURE OF
PRESTON CENTRE
Ft?/*
p%y?
yeary f/tB
Z?/-t7f/lB/*/K%Mf Aay &BB/1 /7/Y?wd//Ig

c/M/d/*B/?'y c/ahy and
ccwi/HM/i/fy act/v/day a? Fay? PrasVoa
ay par? <o/ the Famdy tS^rv/ce
Pra/ec?.
The afternoon play centre groups
are attended daily by 40 to 80 chil
dren. Boys' and girls' clubs for 10
to 15 age group are held weekly.
Camps and outings are aiso part of
the programme. A Sunday School is
aiso held, and the old Army hut
which accommodates ail these activi
ties is used for Scout group, picture
nights and adult sociai functions.

The hut has now reached the end
of its useful life, and at a time when
the growing numbers of young people
in the district make youth club ser
vices more necessary than ever.
The Brotherhood is not able to
finance the construction of a new
Centre and, even if it was possible,
it is not desirable that an outside
organization should accept full re
sponsibility for such activities.
A meeting will be held in April of
local Preston business and community
leaders to see if it is possible to main
tain and expand the present services
by providing a new building. The
Brotherhood will offer to provide
some assistance with staffing the clubs.

P !ease re m e m b e r . . .
C 4N AMKf GOOD USE OF YOUR
USED CiOEH/NG * MGS * CROCKERY
* V4 SES * OR/MA4EN7*S * EtEC7"R/C4 t
EQU/PMEN7"* M/tK BOYEtE 7*OPS OR
^NY HOUSEHOLD 4 R7"/CtES
and a van wi!t cat! in the Metropoiitan area

The Brotherhood's

SA LVA G E
D!V!S)ON
Ring

JA 3183

Parceis /rom country districts are carried /ree o/ charge on the Victorian Rai/ways.
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MEWS FROM B.S.L AUX!UAR!ES
New AuxiHary a t Sunshine
SUNSHINE: A meeting was held at the home of Mrs. E. MuMer, 7 Corio
Street, Sunshine, to form our newest Auxiliary. The Mayoress was present,
and Archdeacon Sambeii spoke on the work of the Brotherhood.
ARMADALE AUXILIARY:
This
group has lost some of its members,
some to the sewing Auxiliary and
some because of illness or travel.
Members are continuing to knit, and
orders will be taken for Baby Wear.
Ring the President, Mrs. Thorn, at
50-7169.

monthly, on the second Monday of
the month. Meetings will be held in
the afternoons at "Ormondee", 51
Carlyon Street; next meeting being on
Monday, 9th May.
AUXILIARY:
Miss
Betty Patterson, the well known chil
dren's artist, gave a delightful talk
at the first luncheon held by this
Group. She also presented the Aux
iliary with one of her beautiful
paintings. Card party at Mrs. Bailey's
home, street stalls and further lun
cheons are being arranged by this
group.
BRIGHTON

The MALVERN SEWING AUXIL
IARY is now established with about
20 members. The group meets in
rooms over the Malvern Opportunity
Shop at 215 Glenferrie Road, phone
50-2443. During the first month, the
members have made a variety of
garments — aprons, cushions, chil
dren s pants and babies' feeders. Mrs.
Marjorie Smith is Convenor, and
would like to hear from anyone
who can sew and is willing to help.

CHELTENHAM-MENTONE: Ladies
of this Auxiliary have been very
active. They have held several jumble
sales at Parkdale where they have
been loaned an empty shop. These
sales have proved very lucrative. Mrs.
Collins, President of the Auxiliary,
has arranged a Dinner Dance at the
Bridge Hotel, Mordialloc, on April
7th. This function will be supported
by the racing fraternity. A cake stall
has been arranged at Mentone for
Friday, 8th April.

HUGHESDALE - MURRUMBEENA
AUXILIARY members held their first

meeting for 1960 on February 15th
at the home of Mrs. Curtis. A Com
mittee was formed, and members
agreed to hold quarterly meetings.
The next meeting will be held at the
home of Mrs. P. Telfer, 563 Dandenong Road, Armadale, on Monday,
9th May, at 12 noon. Election of
office-bearers resulted as follows:
President, Mrs. K. Thompson; Secre
tary, Mrs. G. Andrews; Treasurer,
Mrs. J. Wolfenden.

At the An
nual Meeting Mrs. Chadwick resigned
from the position of Secretary of the
Auxiliary. Mrs. McLachlan of 322
Balwyn Road, North Balwyn, has
taken her place. Members thank
Mrs. Chadwick for her untiring work.
A barbecue will be held on 26th
April at the home of Mrs. Fletcher,
25 Weir Street, Balwyn. Miss Shirley
Broadway, well known TV and radio
FORTUNAS GROUP:

The ORMOND AUXILIARY Oppor
tunity Shop is now open on Tuesdays,
and the first month has shown very
satisfactory results. The Auxiliary
social will in future be held bi

star, will be guest speaker at the
May meeting, to be held at the home
of Mrs. Cook, 64 Kenmare Street,
Box Hill.
GLEN IRIS AUXILIARY:
The
ladies of this auxiliary are again
organising the afternoon tea for the
Ashburton
Horticultural
Autumn
Show, to be held on 2nd April. The
proceeds will go to Auxiliary funds.
Annual meeting will be held in May.
MELBOURNE

YOUNGER

SET:

Date for the Carnival being organised
by this Group has been postponed
until 24th September. The Prahran
Council have kindly made Como
Park available for our use on this
date.
CAMBERWELL AUXILIARY mem

bers will be holding their first lunch
eon for the year at the home of
President, Mrs. A. L. Read, 4 Stodart
Street, Camberwell, on Thursday, 7th
April. It will take the form of a
Swiss Luncheon. Mrs. H. Breidahl
has taken on Mrs. J. Bignell's position
as Joint Secretary. If you are inter
ested in the luncheon, you are asked
to ring her at WA 4289.
PRESTON AUXILIARY: Card even
ings are being held every 4th Friday
at the Guide Hall, Cramer Street.
Anyone who is able to help by giving
donations of clothing, household
goods, etc., for Street Stalls, should
ring Mrs. Gardiner at JU 5833.
CROYDON AUXILIARY:
Mrs.
Bolton, of 6 Lacy Street, Croydon,
phone Croydon 385, was elected
President of this new Auxiliary. Mrs.
MacGregor has taken the hard-work
ing position of Secretary and Treas
urer. Her address is Flat 1, Fire
Station, Croydon. Several dates dur
ing the year have been set for stalls
in the market. Plans have also been
discussed for a clothing drive in June
to stock the stalls.

O P E N D A Y AT

DONAHON

SU P

THE .SUPERIOR,

The next bus trip to Carrum
Downs will be on Saturday, 30th
April. The bus will leave Bat
man Avenue at 1.30 and tickets
must be purchased beforehand at
51 Royal Arcade (6/6 return).

BROTHERHOOD OF ST. LTURENCE,
51 ROYTL TRCTDE,
MELBOURNE, C.I. MF 3011
Please find my donation J)
NTME.....

;

;

............................................................................................

IDDRE^___ ________ .........

CARRUM DOWNS

...............

Recent bus trips have been very
poorly patronised and it has been
decided to limit them to four or
five trips during the year.
On 30th April, three new cot
tages at Carrum Downs will be
open for inspection. These are
made of brick and are of a new
design. They replace three substandard cottages.

