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The Superior writes on . .
ATTi TUDES TO SOCi AL PROBLEMSNEED FOR MORE SOCi AL WORKERS
Dear B.S.L. Friends,
It is just over 26 years since the Brotherhood arrived in Melbourne from
Newcastle where it was founded 21 years previously.
From a social service point of view much progress has been made since
then. As far as one could gather in those days there was little in the nature
of a social service conscience and there were few specialty trained social
workers.

B S.L )S BACK
ON THE Am
A new Brotherhood radio session
conducted by Miss Nell Rawlins,
Auxiliaries Organiser of the Brother
hood of St. Laurence, is now a regular
feature on 3XY on Mondays from
12.45 p.m. to 1 p.m.
The programme is particularly
aimed at interesting women in the
social service activities of the Brother
hood and providing a link with mem
bers of the 17 B.S.L. Auxiliaries and
Groups. The programme also hopes
to gain new Friends and supporters
for the Brotherhood.
Miss Rawlins said recently that
there are thousands of women with
grown-up families who are keen to
take part in social service activities.
"These are the people we want to
talk to in this new programme", Miss
Rawlins said.
An interesting part of the pro
gramme will be interviews with
Brotherhood and other personalities.
In the first session, Archdeacon G. T.
Sambell, Director of the B.S.L., intro
duced Miss Rawlins and the pro
gramme.

Some three years after our coming
to Melbourne a Department of Social
Studies was set up in the University.
That to my mind was the beginning
of better things. Up till that time
those in the held were well-meaning,
hard working and devoted people, but
with little knowledge of the best
methods to be adopted for the righting
of those things that were wrong in
the social order. There was too much,
much too much, of the "hand out"
technique — the indiscriminate giving
of charitable aid without endeavour
being made to ascertain the cause
of the trouble. At present the
Brotherhood still gives hundreds of
pounds a year in what might be
called "hand outs". But every case
is investigated by a social worker, and
at the same time investigation is
continually being made in regard to
the root cause of so many people
becoming burdens to themselves and
to the community.
In spite of the pioneering work of
of Mr. Oswald Barnett, the late Dr.
Ramsay Mailer and others, few people
were interested in the slum problem,
and when speaking on the subject
one was told that slums were caused
by the people themselves and that
they were a hopeless lot after all.
Such ignorance and stupidity are now
things of the past and the majority
are alive to the fact that bad housing
is detrimental not only to the indi
viduals concerned, but to the nation
as a whole. This change of attitude
is good, and it is good to know that
a certain amount of slum clearance
has been carried out. It is disconcert
ing, however, to hear Mr. Petty, the
Minister for Housing, saying that
Melbourne could be rid of slums in
10 years' time. If Mr. Petty's long
range tentative prediction should be

come a fact it would mean that 36
years would have passed since the
Brotherhood "declared war on slums".
HUMAN RELATIONS PROBLEMS

In spite of the fact that the
public is more alert to social problems
and that in the State there are many
scores of specially trained and de
voted social workers, the outlook as
I see it is far from; bright. This
is because public alertness and the
number of trained personnel have
not kept pace with the evergrowing
and perplexing social problems. That
such is the case is due partly to the
war and partly to the great increase
of population, which is added to by
some 55,000 in Melbourne alone each
year.
What troubles me at the present
time more than anything else as far
as Australia is concerned is that which
has troubled me ever since coming
back to Melbourne 26 years ago —
housing. I am troubled, not only
that thousands of people still live in
sub-standard houses, but that the
conditions that cause people to be
come "slum minded" are spreading
to all parts of the State and, in fact,
to all States. I refer to many of the
Housing Commission's projects. I
cannot here go into the reasons as
to why some of these areas are all
that could be desired while others
are far from desirable. The fact re
mains, however, that many of these
areas are producing anti-social people
who, unless the problem is tackled
immediately and in a statesman-like
manner, will constitute a problem
that will have serious effect on our
national life for generations to come.
I am n<3f inerely giving you my
personal opinion, but I venture to
think that what I say would be backed
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up by clergy, doctors, police officers
and all in close touch with the kind
of housing I have in mind.
MORE SOCIAL WORKERS
What is the answer to the problem? First of ail a realisation, on
the part of ali, that matters are as
they are, and then more and stii!
more trained personnel to do the job.
We are toid that Australia's greatest
need is for more scientists and tech
nicians. I do not doubt that there
Is such a need, but there is a still
greater need, and that is for people
to be trained in the humanities, and
under that heading and high up on
the list I would put social workers.
As I write, a text comes to my mind,
"What does it profit a man that he
gain the whole world and lose his own
soul". As valuable as are scientists
and technicians, they cannot help in
that direction.

We always seem to be having
"drives' for some objective, drives
for greater population, drives for
more craftsmen— all no doubt needed
— but I want a "drive" for more
men and women to give themselves
to those things that are absolutely
essential to the welfare of the Nation.
This letter goes to some 6,000 readers.
You, our Friends, have done much
over the years to propagate our social
gospel. The changes to which I have
referred ,and which have been brought
about over the years, have to a large
extent come about through your
sympathetic understanding of those
problems. I ask that you should all
do what you can to bring before
any young people setting out in life
the need that exists for people to
do those things which must be done
if Australia is to really advance.
In my concern for the days ahead
I am far from unmindful of what
you good people have done to enable
this Brotherhood of ours to become
the force for good it has; it has grown
into something far beyond my rosiest
hopes for it. For that I am pro
foundly thankful to Almighty God
and to you who so generously give
of your understanding, service and
money.
LARA
I am writing this from my new
home at Lara. I can say no more
here about this our latest project
except that I and the other four
residents are happy and that the
future is fuH of promise for the
success of the venture. The people
of Geelong and district are being
wonderfully helpful and co-operative.

With our greetings to you all,
from us all,
Yours sincerely,

B .& L . NOTES

REStDENTS' C O M M M IEE REPORTS
ON YEARS' A C U V t U E S
Some extracts from the annual report of the Carrum Downs Residents'
Advisory Committee give an indication of the major contribution residents
make to the running and financing of the Settlement.

"Sister A. reports on the com
munity service of residents who help
in the hospital, in the Chapel, in the
Enquiry Bureau, in folding news
papers and in the gardens.
"Miss W. reports on the Residents'
Fair which raised HI,241, the entire
effort of the residents, representing
much sewing, plant raising, jam
making and other activities carried
out in their homes by residents during
the year.
"Miss D. reports on the Tucker
Box', the residents own shop, organ
ised and staffed by residents to serve
residents."
Most of the 170 residents are in
one way or another participating in
the communal life of the community
to which they belong.

"Mrs. A. reports that through the
year HI,137 has been taken from
Jumble Sales conducted by the
residents.

"Mr. G. reports that residents have
been able to purchase household
articles such as cupboards, book
shelves. small tables, etc., made to
their own requirements from the
Joinery Workshop. Visitors to the
Settlement have also been able to
purchase stock lines such as step
ladders, ironing boards, stools, kinder
garten chairs and tables at reasonable
cost and so help the finances of the
Residents' Committee.
"Mrs. T. reports that 144,309 en
velopes were tilled under contract
with General Motors-Holden's of
Dandenong.
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Doors open at 10.30 a.m.

+ HOME MADE CAKES
a HOME MADE JAMS

# VASES AND
WHITE ELEPHANTS

a GOOD CLEANED CLOTHING

a BABY CLOTHES

+ TOYS

a PRODUCE

a SWEETS

a KNITTED GARMENTS

a APRON STALL

a LIGHT LUNCHEON
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Goods for sale may be left at 51 Royal Arcade
or at 67 Brunswick Street, Fitzroy.
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F!RST

RESfDENTS

First resident at St. Laurence Park,
Lara, was Father Tucker. He was
joined in the same week by three
other "pioneers". Residents are pleased
with the appearance and design of
the cottages. Roads have been iaid
and further tree piantings have been
carried out. Preparations are in hand
for the ofhcia! opening by His Exce!iency Sir Daiias Brooks on Saturday,
October 3rd, at 3 p.m*

* The spring holiday season has com
menced at "Morven", the Brother
hood's Mornington Holiday Home.
Approximately 100 elderly people
will enjoy holidays there in the
next 21 months.
* Social Workers in the Social Service
Bureau report that July and August
were particularly busy months. Some
300 families came to the Bureau for
material aid and casework help. This
involved 650 office interviews and
home visits. Unemployment, and the
delays in granting Commonwealth
Social Service Benehts and Children's
Welfare Department allowances, are
a continued source of hardship. In
the two-month period JE300 was pro
vided in direct financial aid to
families.
S Average attendances at the Fitzroy
Children's Centre and the Youth
Club were 130 a day during August.
The month's programme at the youth
club included play readings, basket
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LARA

ball, dancing lessons, films and social
nights as well as the weekly club
discussion group. The Youth Club
Committee is endeavouring to start
a monthly news magazine.

* Father Tucker requests that all
letters to him should be addressed to
the City Office at 51 Royal Arcade,
with the exception of personal letters,
which should be addressed to St.
Laurence Park, Lara.
* Boys from Caulfield Grammar
School, Hailey bury College and
Wesley College carried out numerous
maintenance jobs at Carrum Downs,
the Salvage Division and East Preston
during their school holidays.
* An architect is preparing plans for
replacing three of the oldest cottages
at Carrum Downs with new cottages.
The old cottages are situated on the
main settlement road, Tuxen Avenue,
and were among the first to be built
very cheaply some fourteen years
ago.
* Mr. Aiex Greig, the Brotherhood's
Director of Children's and Youth
work, is at present in the U.S.A. con
tinuing his study of youth work over
seas. He has been spending some
time in the Henry St. Settlement in
the East Side District of New York,
and has had an opportunity to
observe at first hand the recent youth
disturbances in this area of New
York.

& One of the first cottages for elderly
people at St. Laurence Park, Lara,
has been financed from the "Better
Way" Fund. A steadily increasing
number of people are preferring to
use the "Better Way" plan to express
sympathy at the death of an old
friend or relative, instead of giving
flowers. The "Better Way" involves
making a donation to the Brother
hood, and a special card of remem
brance is sent immediately to the
bereaved, expressing the sympathy of
the donor.
6 Archdeacon G. T. Sambell and Mr.
David Scott were among members
of a deputation from the Victorian
Council of Social Service that waited
on the Chief Secretary, the Hon.
A. G. Rylah, to express concern at
some aspects of the Government's
plans to establish a Department of
Social Welfare.
* Architects have been asked to pre
pare a survey of an area of fand in
North Fitzroy to ascertain the number
of fiats that couid be buiit on the
site.

3 Plans to complete the sewerage
system for Carrum Downs have been
approved by the Brotherhood Board.
It is expected that the cost will be
in the vicinity of JE3,000. The work
is essential to improve the living
conditions of some residents in the
older part of the settlement.
3 All Souls day will be marked by
a celebration of Holy Communion
at Carrum Downs on Tuesday,
November 3rd, at 9 a.m. Archdeacon
G. T. Sambell will preach.

CARRUM DOW NS
FA!R
SATURDAY, OCTOBER 10th

Members of the Cooiibah Club wiil staff a stall at the Brotherhood's Annual
Fair in the Lower Melbourne Town Hall on Monday, October 26th. Club
members have been working hard to make and collect goods for sale.

The St. Laurence Village
Fair, organised by the residents
at Carrum Downs, will be
held on Saturday, October
10th.
Buses will leave the City at
1 p.m. and 1.30 p.m. Visitors
who intend travelling by bus
are asked to obtain their tickets
as soon as possible at 51 Royal
Arcade, City, so that we will
have some idea of the number
of buses to order.
Afternoon tea will be served,
and cakes, jam, plants and all
the usual stalls will be well
stocked.
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MEWS FROM B.S.L AUX!UAR!ES
ARMADALE AUXILIARY: Mrs.
Thorn, 281 Kooyong Rd., Armadale,
President of this group, has turned
her home into a depot for children's
clothes, knitted garments, etc., for
our Fair at the Melbourne Town
HaH on October 26th. Any friends
who would care to leave anything
there or would knit for this group
should contact Mrs. Thorn at 50-7169.
BOX HILL: This group is small but
very enthusiastic. They are raising
funds by street stalls and knitting,
selling lemons, etc. They are very
anxious for new members and would
welcome anyone who is interested at
their monthly meeting on the fourth
Monday in the month at St. Peter's
Hall, Box Hill.

GROUP: This small
group had a card party by kind
permission of Lowther Hall, and
raised the sum of L30. A musical
evening is to take place at Lowther
Hall at a date to be arranged next
month.
ESSENDON

DANDENONG: The ladies of this
auxiliary help to stock and serve in
the Dandenong Opportunity Shop,
but are also busy raising funds. A
musical afternoon on September 23rd
given by the C.W.A. Choir was well
attended. A quiet day will be held
at St. James Parish Church on Wed
nesday, October 28th, commencing
with Holy Communion at 10.45 a.m.
Luncheon and speaker.

BRIGHTON held a very successful
luncheon at the home of Mrs. K. D.
Green, Vice-President of the Auxili
ary. Mrs. Margaret Saker, who has
just returned from a trip to India,
gave a very interesting talk. The
group will hold a street stall on
November 4th at North Brighton.
CAMBERWELL: The International
Luncheon this month will be held on
October 1st at the home of our
President, Mrs. A. L. Read, 4 Stodart
Street, Camberwell. Mrs. Aubrey
Gibson will speak on her trip to
Mexico. On November 19th the last
function for the year will be a garden
party at the home of Mrs. J. Bignell,
11 Christowell St., Camberwell. Ring
Mrs. J. Bignell (WB 5544) or Mrs.
John Blanch (BX4949) for reserva
tions.
The Chellenham-Mentone Group are

having busy times fund raising. Cards
are arranged for the second Monday
in each month at the City Hall,
Mentone. On November 14th an
afternoon fair will be held at the
home of Mrs. Max Taylor, 198
Warrigal Road, Mentone, and on
December 4th a street stall will be
held in Mentone.

COMBtNED
AUXtUARY DAY
All members of auxiliaries
are invited to a Bullet Luncheon
at 67 Brunswick Street, Fitzroy,
on Tuesday, December 8th, at
11 a.m.
Reports on the year's fund
raising will be given by each
auxiliary, and monies raised will
be received by Father Tucker.

FITZROY SHOP AUXILIARY: The

24th Annual Meeting of the Fitzroy
Shop Auxiliary was held at 71 Westgarth Street, Fitzroy, on August 4th.
The Olhce Bearers for 1959-60 are:—
President: Mrs. A. A. Hancock, 3
Robe St., St. Kilda (XJ3136); VicePresidents: Miss Gillon, Mrs. Healey;
Treasurer: Miss Showers; Secretary:
Mrs. C. Bucknall, 9 Denham Place,
Toorak (BY 1818).

D o n a tio n S lip
THE SUPERIOR,
BROTHERHOOD OF ST. LTURENCE,
51 ROYTL /1RCTDE
Please find my donation JE
7\L4ME................................................................................................
TDDRESS..........................................

.........................................

"Inasmuch as ye have done it unto the least of these my
brethren, ye have done it unto me."

GLEN IRIS AUXILIARY: The Anal

function for the year will be an Aus
tralian Tea to be held at the home
of Mrs. A. H. Smart, 181 Glen Iris
Road, Glen Iris, on Saturday, No
vember 14th.

HUGHESDALE- MURRUMBEENA:
A Christmas Luncheon will be held
at the home of Mrs. Hutchins, 24
Chadstone Rd., Chadstone (UM 3491),
on November 9th, when members of
the Auxiliary will bring the articles
they have made for the Christmas
display in the Malvern Shop. Mrs.
Rogers and the Auxiliary would like
to thank all the local people at
Malvern for their ever-ready support
during the year.
MORNINGTON AUXILIARY: The

ladies of this group are still busy
sorting, after a successful salvage
drive on the Mornington Peninsula.
The Auxiliary helps to stock and
serve in the B.S.L. Shop, which is
in the Market oil Main Street,
Mornington. They need china, orna
ments and household goods of all
kinds.

PRESTON
AUXILIARY:
The
Preston Auxiliary will hold their
second annual meeting on Monday,
October 12th, at the Preston Town
Hall. Two members of all other
auxiliaries in Preston have been in
vited to attend. A Card Evening will
be held on October 16th in the Guide
Hail, and the final fund raising effort
will be a street stall in November.
FORTUNAS GROUP: The Fortunas
Group are helping to organise a
Salvage Drive in their area, North
Balwyn, during the month of October.
Several of the members have lent
their garages as depots during the
drive. The final function for the
year will be a dance to be held on
November 13th.
ORMOND
AUXILIARY:
The

Auxiliary will hold their next social
meeting on November 17th, when
Mrs. Clarke, a Councillor from
Helena Rubenstein, will give a talk
on cosmetics and the art of making
up. The Auxiliary Shop continues
to do well, but the committee would
welcome any "White Elephants" or
household goods.

BUS TR) P
The next bus trip will be on
Saturday, October 10th, the day
of the Carrum Downs Market
Fair. Please book early at 51
Royal Arcade. Price 6 /6 return.
There will be no bus trip
in November. The December
trip will be on Saturday,
December 6th.

