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THE SUPERIOR'S LETTER
NOW

2 3 rd B t R T H D A Y
51 Royal Arcade,
MELBOURNE, C.l,
December. 1953.
Dear B.S.L. Friends,
On the 8th day of this month The Brotherhood will
enter the 24th year of its existence. In my Thanks
givings for many blessings during those years the
loyalty, good-will and generosity of you our Friends,
stands out above everything else. Many of you may
not approve of all we do, many may not have understood
all our actions, but yet you have enabled us to push on,
and I think I can say with truth, that you have enabled
us to do a worth-while task. For all this I am very
thankful.
"NOW!"
I cannot however forget that our war against slums
has not yet been won. Up to a few months ago I was
feeling frustrated and hopeless about this matter. Every
thing I have tried to do seemed to have failed. Since
however the publication of our paper "Now" the situation
has changed. It is a good paper, the circulation is good
and there are indications that those who have fallen down
on the job of slum clearance are not happy at the thought
of our comment on their failure in this respect. Already
"Now" has been quoted in Parliament. The paper is
already read by some 2,500 people, it must however be read
by many thousands of people. We are very grateful to
those of you who have subscribed to the paper and
induced your friends to do the same. When talking to
people about the slum problem, I am often asked "How
can I help?" Until "Now" came into the picture the
question was not easy to answer, it is now however
easy to answer, and here it is—"Buy and read "Now" and
pass it on to others." An appropriate Christmas present
to an intelligent friend would be a year's subscription
to "Now" which costs 6/- for 12 months issues. Of all
I have asked you to do over the years—and I have asked
you much—none of my requests have been as important
as is this one in regard to this paper of ours. If it can
be circulated throughout the State in its many thousands,
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the righting of the many social evils in the body politic
will be in sight. You who have been with the Brother
hood since its early days will join your prayers with mine
that we may be spared to see this long deferred victory—
the abolition of slums.*
CHRISTMAS:
As the years slip by our responsibilities increase. One
realises this at the approach of Christmas. Our "Family"
this year is even larger than it was last year. Our
number of Friends however has also grown, and our
Friends, old and new, are always specially good to us at
Christmas time, I therefore have no fear that the cheer
we will be able to dispense this Christmas will be as
good as in previous years.
THANKS:
On the eve of our 23rd Birthday and with the near
approach of Christmas I would try to express to you
dear people, my appreciation of all you have done and
are doing for this Brotherhood of ours. It was you who
enabled us to get going, it was you who enabled us to
grow in strength and usefulness, it is you who enable
us to face the future with confidence, and to continue to
fight and pray for victory in our continued war against
slums and all the dreadful consequences of that long
standing evil.
May you and your dear ones have every happiness
at Christmas time and peace and security in the days
to come.
I am, dear B.S.L. Friends,
On behalf of the B.S.L.,
Yours very sincerely,

"CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT BY CHILDREN"
in the HEIDELBERG PARK, SATURDAY, 5th DEC., at 8 p.m.
m
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WILL YOU SHARE YOUR CFMAh
Each year at this time we invite B.8.L. Friends to join with us in bringing
something of the joy of Christmas to those whom the Brotherhood knows are of
themselves unable to provide the good things which most of us enjoy at this
thanksgiving festival.
This

year

the B.S.L.'s ' family' is bigger than ever.
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If a family, group or club feels that they would
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This year we will need at least 150 parcels for
families and approximately 100 parcels for pensioners.
The families we distribute parcels to are all known to
our Social Workers. Some are large families with low
income, some widows with children and in others the
breadwinner is unemployed.
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like to make up a parcel for a family, we will supply
the ages of the children, and arrange to call for your
parcel.
To many age pensioners, Christmas Day would be
no different from any other day, were it not for the
gifts we distribute.
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Christmas dinner is a highlight of the Coolibah Club's
year. This year over 110 members will sit down to a sumptuous
dinner organised by Miss Sumner and her helpers, on 22nd
December.
The Fitzroy Shop Auxiliary will hold their usual Christmas
party for 100 elderly Fitzroy folk who cannot be included
in the Coolibah Club festivities.
On Christmas night itself, Christmas tea will be provided
for members of the Club, as we feel that in spite of all the
parties held before Christmas, it does mean something to
celebrate Christmas on Christmas Day.
Chrfstmas, J952 at the Coohhah C!u6
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At the Carrum Downs Settlement, Christmas Day will
be celebrated with a service in the Chapel in the morning.
Visitors will be warmly welcomed at the evening tea

and "Carols by Candlelight" to be held in the cool of
the evening in the attractive surroundings of the Garden
of Peace.
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To avoid a multiplicity of parties for the same
children, we are arranging one monster Christmas
party for some 300 children, to be held in the Fitzroy
Town Hall on December 17th. If any group or club
intends holding a special party for Fitzroy children, we
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suggest that they join our party, act as hosts and help
provide and distribute toys, ice cream and party gifts.
Anyone interested in this idea is asked to contact
Fitzroy Headquarters.
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The six weeks summer holidays are a mixed blessing
to many of the thousands of children in inner suburbs who
will supply
H for your

must spend their holidays in tiny backyards, overcrowded
houses, lanes and streets.
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With the support of B.S.L. Friends and
the public we plan to give 300 boys and
girls an 8 day camping holiday at
"Morven" the B.S.L. Holiday Home,
Mornington.
The camps are staffed by voluntary
helpers and the children accommodated in
tents in the spacious "Morven" grounds,
10 minutes walk from the beach.
It costs the Brotherhood J62 to give
each child the 8 days break they so badly
need.
Those of you who are planning your
holiday now, might like to sponsor a child
for a holiday camp.
Organisations or clubs might like to
sponsor a 'tentful' of 10 children, visit
the camp and entertain the children they
have 'adopted/ Visitors are always wel
come at "Morven."
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On every week day throughout January
the Brotherhood organises day outings to
the beach for children from Fitzroy, Collingwood, South Melbourne, Richmond,
Burnley and other inner suburbs.

0 % to a B.&L. H obday Camp

Wekorne to B S L New Friends
for September and October
IFc extend a very ivarm tccFomc to the netv
Friends tvhose nnme^ appear here.

We are often asked "What* is expected of B.S.L.
Friends?"
They are asked:—
1.
To take a sympathetic interest in B.S.L.
activities.
2. To interest their friends in the B.S.L. and to
endeavour to get them to become B.S.L. Friends,
and perhaps to join a "B.S.L. Group," whose
aim is to organise an annual function for B.S.L.
funds.
3. To pay 5/- a year to help defray the expense
of printing and posting the B.S.L. Notes.
Humanly speaking, the success the Brotherhood
has had over the years is due to a very large extent
to its Friends. As our Friends have grown so has
the work grown. The effect of what we do in the
future depends on our success or otherwise in
gaining new Friends.
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FRI ENDS
Melbourne

Mr. Toll, Footscray
Mrs. Simmons, Hawthorn
Miss Nolan, Ascot Vale
Mr. Payne, Dandenong
Mrs. Adamson, N. B'wyn
Mrs. Raby, Nth. Balwyn
Mrs. Lord, Caulfield
Mrs. McKee, Carnegie
Miss O'Brian, Armadale
Mrs. Elford, Brighton
Mrs. Rolfe, Armadale
Mrs. Duthies, Elwood

Mrs.
Miss
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Miss
Mrs.
Miss
Miss

Ball, Glenhuntly
Fyfe, Camberwell
Anderson. B'gtn B'ch
Cook, Mentone
McCall, Coburg
Ashworth, E'wick
Goldie, E. St. Kilda
Andrews, Malvern
Fulton, Armadale
Edwards, Hawthorn
Allingham, Fitzroy
Patch, Armadale

Mrs.
Mrs.
Miss
Miss
Miss
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.
Mrs.

Whishart, Hampton
Melvin, N. Brighton
Morling, Sth. Yarra
Higgs, Caulfield
Goode, Malvern
Cornell, S. Melbourne
Hayton, Surrey Hills
Smith, Clayton
Geerkens, W. B'wick

Mr. Nettle, Kew
Mrs. Grey, Chadstone
Mrs. Porter, Clifton Hill
Mrs. Kirk, W. Brunswick
Mrs. Ryde, Bentleigh
Mrs. Bennett, Ormond
Mrs. Palmer, Vermont
Miss Moore, Fairfield
Mr. Goff, Camberwell

Country

Miss Tingman, C. Downs
Miss Cooper, Macedon
Mrs. Norquey, Seville
Mrs. Booth, Woodend
Mrs. Chelsworth, T'lgon
Mr. Jackson, Hasting

B. S. L.

Mrs. Cook, Neerim
Mrs. Inglis, Traralgon
Miss Heron, Geelong
Mrs. McLachlan, F.T. Gully
Mr. Ingden, Geelong
Mrs. Box, Drouin
Mrs. Wilkinson, Beaufort

GROUP

NEWS

CANTERBURY GROUP:

From small beginnings this group has grown beyond
all expectations.
The recent meeting to price their
articles for their Market Fair stall was a hive of industry.
The wide range of excellent articles including beautifully
dressed dolls, cushions, etc., almost filled the room at the
home of the Hon. Sec., Mrs. Upstill. Friends wishing to
join should contact Mrs. Upstill at 15 Faversham Road,
Canterbury or at the B.S.L. Shop, 51 Royal Arcade on
a Friday.
"AU REVOIR":
As I shall be sailing for England early in the New
Year I would like to thank all who have worked so
consistently to keep our Opportunity Shop stocked with
knitted and other goods. Your response to my suggestion
in the October "Notes" has made the Christmas display
the best ever. Never before have we had such an array
of beautiful things. Please keep the good work up while
I am away. A very happy Christmas to you all.
W. R.

(H in gtm a g d o n a t i o n
1 should like my Christmas
donation to go towards—
*

A

Christmas parcels for
families and pensioners.
Christmas cheer for old
folks.
Children's party.
Children's Holiday Camps.

TO THE SUPERIOR, B.S.L.,
51 ROYAL ARCADE,
MELBOURNE, C.l.
Please find my donation for

:

:

Nam e...... ............. ..................................................
Address.................................... ............ ...............
"Inasmuch as ye have done it unto the least
of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me."

Please mark your preference )

