B. $. L.

Founded
Newcastle
NSW.
Dec. !930

Transferred
Neibourne
June )933

NOTES
jfo r
FITZROY

jfnen&g of tf)e ^8totf)Erf)oob of gk Laurence
AUGUST, 1953.

No. 101

THE SUPERIOR'S LETTER
COOUBAH CLUB — STATE LOTTERY — ROYAL VISIT
51 Royal Arcade,
MELBOURNE, C.l,
August, 1953.
Dear B.S.L. Friends,
I know you will be delighted to hear that Mr. Sambelfs appeal in connection with our Coolibah Club has
been successful. We are now assured of being able not
only to enlarge the accommodation for men, but also to
make special provision for women. When the alterations
have been carried out, we shall be able to nearly double
the number of members. A new and larger kitchen will
be a great help to Miss Sumner and her staff in the
splendid work they are doing for these hitherto forgotten
old folk who enjoy the comfort, warmth and friendliness
of the club. The alterations to be carried out will enable
us to enlarge what is now a tiny and somewhat mean
courtyard into a pleasing garden. What a boon this will
be in the summer months! We are very grateful to
Mr. John Baird for the plans he drew up. On behalf of
the men and women who will enjoy the much improved
club facilities, we would say a very real thank you to
all who have enabled us to take this forward step. That
our Fitzroy folk appreciate what we are able to do for
them on your behalf adds much to the joy which comes
from serving them.
LIP SERVICE:
It is encouraging to know that good people such as
yourselves are alert to the sufferings of countless num
bers of old folk in this great city of ours who find them
selves friendless, homeless and neglected. The saddest
part of the sad story is that those whose duty it is to
care for them seem to give little more than lip service.
As great as is the need for more clubs such as ours for
old folk, the need for more housing accommodation is
even greater. The manner in which the hopes of those
who need homes are dashed to the ground is nothing
less than cruel. Some time ago the City Council, with
a great flourish of trumpets, told of grandiose plans for
homes for old folk in Carlton. Those plans are still mere
plans and countless numbers of old folk shiver in damp,
overcrowded, insanitary dwellings almost under the
shadow of the stately Town Hall of this city we call
"Beautiful Melbourne". Beautiful, no doubt, on the
whole, but in parts ugly in the extreme. One of the
excuses brought forward for the delay in slum clearance
is that of finance, but yet the City Council was able to
find J63,500 for a Coronation Ball in the Town Hall. That
^3,500 would not build many houses, but it would build
some, and the giving up of such functions for the benefit
of City Fathers and their friends in favour of doing
something for those who have been forgotten for so long
would have been an indication that the civic authorities

really are concerned about the unhappy lot of the poorer
section of the community. To allow details of the
banquet with Champagne, Turkey, and the like to be
published and to be read by those whose cause we plead
is unkind to say the least of it. Such disregard for the
feelings and needs of others is the kind of thing that
brings disaster to any Nation.
"DON'T WORRY, BOYS":
This habit of riding rough shod over the feelings of
others is really most serious. The hospital/lottery con
troversy is a case in point. In spite of the fact that all
branches of the Christian Church are utterly opposed to
lotteries for hospitals, the present Government says we
are to have a lottery whether we like it or not. Even if
it were only out of consideration for all that the Church
does for the sick apd needy, one would have thought that
the Christian voice would have been heeded. If the
Church should cease in her works of mercy, the Govern
ment would be unable to carry on. The Government
knows, however, that the Church will carry on with her
work, although her voice of protest is ignored by those
who rely upon the services she renders the community.
Never has such an insult been made to the Church in
our land. Mr. Barry is reported to have said that the
Cabinet has decided on the matter. If Mr. Barry thinks
that is going to be the end of the matter, he is making a
great mistake. When the public was recently much con
cerned about another issue, Mr. Barry is again reported
to have said: "Just let this one fizzle out, boys. There's
nothing to worry about." Mr. Barry can be assured that
if he and his colleagues persist in their present plans,
the matter will not be forgotten. They will have every
cause to worry.
A QUEEN'S HOUSE:
I will give place to no man in my loyalty and affec
tion for the Crown and, in particular, to the gracious
lady whose recent coronation thrilled us all. I hope that
I shall be able to have even a glimpse of the Queen when
she visits us next year. It is right and proper that we
should prepare for her coming. Let us by all means
decorate our streets, have our illuminations and pro
cessions. By such means we, the ordinary people, are
able to express our feelings of loyalty and affection.
I think, however, that I am expressing the feelings of
many when I say that, in order to welcome the Queen in
a manner as such a Queen as ours should be welcomed,
it is not necessary to give expensive parties for the
favoured few. It is only right and proper that leaders
of Church and State and other important personages
should be able to meet the Queen in a manner in keeping
with the importance and dignity of the occasion.
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A LASTING MEMORIAL:
I would ask, though, is it necessary to spend many
thousands of pounds on such events ? If we were facing our
social problems in the manner they are doing in Britian
and elsewhere, there might be an excuse for such lavish
entertainment as that enjoyed by the few at coronation
time and which, it would seem, is to be repeated during
the Queen's forthcoming visit. All who have visited
England since the war return with stories of the great
strides being made in housing, hospital buildings and the
like. In this respect Australia is amongst the most back
ward of all civilised countries. Let us by all means give
the Queen a right royal welcome, give her every oppor
tunity of seeing as many of the people as possible and
as much of the country as possible. Let us, though,
refrain from expensive entertainments which, although
enjoyed by the few, mean nothing to the many and give
no pleasure to royal visitors. By refraining from ban
quets and the like we could erect a lasting memorial to
the visit of a much-beloved Monarch. Such a memorial
might be little more than a block of hats, but it could
be called the Queen's House. Such a house would bring
joy to those who would live therein and, I venture to
think, would be more pleasing to our young Queen than
all the banquets with their Champagne and Turkey.
"NOW !"
You will be glad to know that the circulation of
"Now" still continues to increase. I am convinced that
the social wrongs against which we have battled over the
years will only be righted when public opinion is on our
side. We are looking to "Now" to create that public
opinion, and, good people, we are looking to you to do
all in your power to see that "Now" is read by as many
people as possible. In spite of setbacks, broken promises
and even worse, there are real indications that those in
authority can no longer ignore the B.S.L. and its ever
growing company of Friends.
With our greetings to you all, and once again our
appreciation for all you have done for us over the years
and all you continue to do,
On behalf of the B.S.L.,
I am, dear B.S.L. Friends,
Yours very sincerely,

GENERAL NOTES
WARRAGUL TO CARRUM DOWNS:
Mr. Vernon Haycroft, the well-known personality of
8UL, is to be the guest of honour at a tree-planting
ceremony on Saturday, October 3rd. We are arranging
for cars to bring Warragul Friends. The fare will be
10/- and tickets may be had from 3UL. A certain num
ber of trees (5 /- each) will be available to be planted by
Warragul Friends. Will those who wish to procure such
trees please let the Superior (at 51 Royal Arcade, Mel
bourne) know as soon as possible. Melbourne and
suburban Friends will have an opportunity to plant trees
when Blandford Avenue (to be called after the good
Monty of 3DB) is opened later in August. Details will
be given in the October issue.
PLANTS AND POTS:
Thanks to the co-operation of many friends, our little
plant industry on the Settlement is going well. We are
always glad of 5 in. and larger pots, and also for plants
suitable for potting. We can pick up such gifts on the
route between the city and Carrum Downs.
AND MILK BOTTLE TOPS:
These are quite
that nothing except
parcel of tops. For
that we are able to

worth collecting, but may we ask
toothpaste tubes be enclosed in the
these are the only two such articles
handle.

Are YOU a "NOW" Subscriber?
"NOW" is published by the Brotherhood of St.
Laurence to stimulate interest, thought and action
on social problems.
Subscription is only 3/- for six issues.
Send now for the August Issue.

MARKET FAIR:
This will be in the Lower Town Hall on Friday,
November 13th. Will those who are in the habit of pre
paring articles for sale at the Fair please get to work
NOW.
COLLECTING BOXES:

Or bring a happy smile

If more of our friends would care for these boxes,
would they please get in touch with Mr. Scott at the
City Ofhce (51 Royal Arcade). Some might care to ask
their tradespeople to take a box. This has been done
already with good results.

To someone lone and weary;

ST. LAURENCE, SOUTH YARRA:

Or speak a word of tenderness

The Superior is once again to preach in our namesake
church, St. Laurence, Argo Street, South Yarra, at St.
Laurence-tide, (Sunday, August 6, at 7 p.m.). He is
looking forward to renewing old friendships.

If I only bring one gleam of light
To a life that's dark and dreary;

To make some tired heart beat faster;
My life has not been lived in vain
I have forged a link in friendship's chain,
I have gathered in some golden grain
For the storehouse of the Master.
Beth Cornell

S.O.S. FOR STAMPS!
More used postage stamps are needed by Mr. S. Parker
who voluntarily sorts and arranges for the sale of used
stamps which are sent to the Brotherhood. The humble
postage stamp has contributed over H250 to Brotherhood
funds in the past 12 months, so please keep sending us
stamps and ask your friends to do likewise.
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We hope that next year this Carrum Downs "dream" will become a reality. No final plans have been drawn up
but this artist's sketch pictures what we have in mind to meet the community needs of our growing population at
the Settlement. The Community Centre will include a recreation and meeting hall, library, industries room for
handcrafts, canteen for serving afternoon tea, flatette for the elderly caretaker and space for the "Tucker Box,"
the Settlement Store. The Centre will be planned so that it can be constructed in stages. Do you know any group
who would follow the example of the Junior Chamber of Commerce who built the Settlement Hospital, and build
the first stage for us?

F I T Z R O Y
FREE MILK TO SCHOOLS:
For the two months when the children most vitally
needed it, and the Government decided that children must
be the first to be deprived of it, the Brotherhood con
tinued the supply of free milk at the Fitzroy State
School to 180 children.
Friends will be interested in the following letter re
ceived from the Head Teacher: "May I, on behalf of my
pupils, staff and myself, thank you for the generous
supply of milk we received during the discontinuance,
for two vital months, of the free milk supply. Our pupils
are in much better health than they would have been but
for the milk received from you."
We would wonder what has happened to the large
amount of money that must have been saved during the
discontinuance of the free milk supply. No doubt, it
has been transferred to buy other amenities for school
children ?
COOLIBAH CLUB EXTENSIONS AND
WOMEN'S CLUB:
It is 7 years since Fr. Tucker began the Coolibah Club
for aged pensioners at Fitzroy. What began as an ex
periment has far outgrown itself. We have a member
ship of 70, of whom between 35 and 40 come for hot
meals each day. We have just been thankful that no
more come at one time.
The present kitchen in which all meals are prepared
is no more than a passageway about 10 ft. by 5 ft. A
completely remodelled kitchen will be provided, the
present dining-room remodelled and enlarged, and an

NOTES
other part of the premises reno-vated as a club for women.
The present broken asphalt courtyard behind the Club
will be dug up, and lawns and gardens will make it a
little oasis in the heart of Fitzroy.
We hope in the next Notes to be able to announce
the official op-ening of the Women's Club and invite
Friends to see our new venture.
WORK AMONGST THE AGED:
Not only are we extending the facilities for members
of the Coolibah Club. There are 1,200 aged pensioners
in Fitzroy, and we will still only have 100 of them as
Club members. Miss J. Sumner, who up till now has
been housekeeper-cum-cook-cum-Club worker, is to be re
lieved of all her housekeeping and cooking duties and
will become a full-time worker amongst old people, not
only looking after Club members, but trying to provide
a ministry to those in rooms and cottages in the area.
We won't be satisfied until we have a complete service
of clubs, social workers, nursing and medical services,
meals on wheels, etc., for all the old people in Fitzroy.
We would hope that other areas will follow the pattern
we make.
VOLUNTARY HELP:
To enable us to carry on all this work, we are enlist
ing the aid of more voluntary helpers. We want people
who will come to Fitzroy from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. one day
each week to serve morning tea, prepare the vegetables
for the midday meal, set, and wait on tables, and then
help with the washing up. If this job of service appeals
to you, ring Miss Sumner at JA 3335.
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W etcom e lo BJS H iVcw Friends
We extend a very warm welcome to the
new fr/ends whose names appear here.
We are often asked "What is expected of B.S.L.
Friends?"
They are asked:—
1. To take a sympathetic interest in B.S.L.
activities.
2. To interest their friends in the B.S.L. and to
endeavour to get them to become B.S.L. Friends,
and perhaps to join a "B.S.L. Group," whose
aim is to organise an annual function for B.S.L.
funds.
3. To pay 5/- a year to help defray the expense of
printing and posting the B.S.L. Notes.
Humanly speaking, the success the Brotherhood
has had over the years is due to a very large extent
to its Friends. As our Friends have grown so has
the work grown. The effect of what we do in the
future depends on our success or otherwise in
gaining new Friends.

Mrs. Roberts, N. Fitzroy
Miss Were, Malvern
Mrs. Barnes, Northcote
Mrs. Woolbridge,
Moonee Ponds
Mr. Elliott, Malvern
Miss Ackland, Melbourne
Mrs. Kelecher, Moonee Pds.
Mrs. May, Glen Iris
Miss Harrison, Canterbury
Mrs. Phillips,
Mid. Brighton
Mrs. Kerr, Glen Iris
Mrs. Pye, Armadale
Mrs. Cunningham,
Moonee Ponds

Mrs. J., Traralgon
Mrs. Arkinstall, Warragul
Mrs. Pearce, E. Hawthorn
Mr. Marriott, Hawthorn
Mrs. Manzie, Hampton
Miss Collar, Caulfield
Mrs, La Roche, Hawthorn
Mrs, Thomson, Hawthorn
Mrs, Felton, Essendon
Mrs. Slade, Hawthorn
Mrs. Spraque, Carrum Downs
Mrs. Gibson, Croydon
Mrs. Keding, Murrumbeena
Mrs. Frikey, Castlemaine
Mrs. Stringer, Kyneton
Mrs. McWhinney, Kyneton

A11 Welcome!
Next Bus Trip to CARRUM DOWNS
Saturday, September 5th.
Tickets available from 51 Royal Arcade.
6/6 return.

NEW FRIENDS
For May and June.
Mrs. Wragge, Boronia
Mrs. Stevenson, Hawthorn
Mrs. Gough, Fitzroy
Mrs. Rogers, W. B'wick
Miss Read, Upper H'thorn
Mrs. Noseda, Glenferrie
Mrs. Johnston, Middle Pk.
Miss Breaks, Williamst'n
Mrs. Whitehead,
Moonee Ponds
Mrs. Harvey, Moonee Pds.
Mr. and Mrs. Bartlett,
Northcote
Mrs. Dale, Toorak
Mrs. Feddon, Regent
Mrs. Burckhardt, Th'nbury
Mrs. Hanbury, Balaclava
Miss Ellis, Moonee Ponds
Miss Chilvers,
Mid. Brighton
Mr. Younger, Caulfield
Mrs. McHugh, Moonee Pds.

Mrs. Hutton, Noble Park
Miss Ross, Ashburton
Mrs. A'Beckett, Toorak
Mrs. Morgan, Moonee Pds.
Mrs. Hathaway, Ashburton
Mrs. Thomas, Kew
Mrs. Keogh, Moonee Ponds
Mrs. Terry, E. Malvern
Mrs. Hicks, Burwood
Miss Young, Moonee Ponds
Mrs. Harrop, Box Hill
Miss Condon, Ringwood
Mrs. Wilson, Coburg
Mr. Rahnilly, Moonee Ponds
Mrs. Anderson, M'beena
Mrs. Bennett, Caulfield
Mr. Ball, Bentleigh
Mrs. Murphy, Ascot Vale
Mrs. Haverheld, Caulfield
Miss Whitby, Hawthorn
Mrs. Mautray, Port Fairy
Mrs. Gardiner, Bairnsdale

DONATtON SUP
TO THE SUPERIOR, B.S.L.
51 ROYAL ARCADE,
MELBOURNE, C.l.
Please find my donation for JE
Name ...
Address

"Inasmuch as ye have done it unto the least
of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me."

B.S.L. GROUP NEWS
HUGHESDALE-MURRUMBEENA GROUP:
A successful Jumble Sale was held recently by the
Hughesdale - Murrumbeena Group, who raised over JE40
for the special appeal for a club for elderly women
similar to the Coolibah Club at Fitzroy.
Their next meeting will be held on Thursday after
noon, August 6th, at the home of the Hon. Secretary,
Mrs. Curtis. Anyone interested in joining this group is
invited to ring Mrs. Curtis (UM3128).
KEW GROUP:
We are keen to start a group in this district whose
purpose will be to increase the goods available for sale
at the Royal Arcade Shop. Friends will meet on a
Wednesday over lunch at 98 Parkhill Road to collect
materials and wool and to work together to assist the
Brotherhood in this way. Anyone interested is asked to
contact Mrs. Rogers at Central 2721.
KNITTERS:
Apologies to the many kind knitters who have called
in to pick up wool during my absence through illness.
A special mention to Mrs. Phillips and Miss Richey
who are 91 and 94! respectively, for the lovely knitted
goods they have sent us.
—W.R.

B.S.L. Broadcasts
3KZ, SUNDAYS at 10 p.m.
Rev. G. Sambell conducts "Postscript."
3UL, 3YB, TUESDAYS at 3 p.m.,
Father Tucker or Mr. Scott.
3XY, WEDNESDAYS at 4.30 p.m.,
Mrs. Rogers.
3XY, THURSDAYS at 12.45 p.m.,
Father Tucker.

