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Dear B.S.L. Friends,
You will see elsewhere something of what you enabled
us to do at Christmas-time for our evergrowing "family".
Thanks to your generosity, once again we have had the
"best Christmas ever". Space does not permit me to
write of all our Christmas activities. I want, though, to
refer to one in particular, and that is the distribution of
parcels to our Fitzroy folk. The 100-odd parcels Mr.
Bishop distributed were to families whom he knows per
sonally, and whom he has helped in many ways during
the year. They have come to him in their troubles and
he has visited them in their homes. It is good to know
that the people concerned have come to regard the B.S.L.
as their friend. We have always tried to avoid anything
in the nature of mere "hand-outs". To give such help
is comparatively easy, but it does nothing to get at the
cause of why "hand-outs" are necessary. Our aim is to
get to know the people personally, to gain their con
fidence and so be in a position to be of real service.
This branch of our work cannot be publicised in detail,
and there is nothing spectacular about it, but to my mind
it is one of the most important things we do. You not
only enabled us to distribute over 100 parcels, but you have
enabled us to be pf real service over the years to the
families who receive these parcels. Christmas time was a
very strenuous time for the staff, but I know it was a
happy time for them, for there is, of course, no joy greater
than that of giving joy to others. I do not forget that the
joy-giving which is ours is only possible because of your
generosity. Thank you, dear people, for your confidence
in us, and thank you for giving us the opportunity of
distributing joy on your behalf. The thanks we have had
from our people I pass on to you, because it is you who
have made it all possible.
ACKNOW LEDGM ENTS.

In the early days we used to acknowledge through
the Notes all gifts, both those in cash and those in kind.
Sometime ago, however, because of the lack of space and
of the work involved in compiling lists, we ceased to
acknowledge gifts in kind. The time has now come for
us to discontinue acknowledging all gifts through the
Notes. For this I am sorry, but it must be because the
cost has become out of all proportion. During December
over 2,000 receipts were sent out. You can see what a
colossal task it would be to prepare all those names for
the printer and what a cost! Receipts will still be sent

for all moneys received and a financial statement will
appear in the Annual Report. Our aim at all times is
to make the most of the money you give us. Now that
our supporters have increased so considerably, to continue
with the system we have adopted up to now would be
failing to put your money to the best use. You will
notice that because there have been no acknowledgments
in this issue we have been able to give you more Notes.
AN OTH ER CHANGE.

Up to the present we have sent the Notes to all who
have sent donations. In future we shall only do this
for those who express the desire to become B.S.L. Friends.
Many might send us a casual donation but would not
desire to be regarded as a Friend or regular subscriber.
Of course, no names will be taken ofl our present list
unless such is desired by those concerned, and our wish
is still for more Friends and still more Friends. Sub
scribers, however, will not automatically become Friends.
You can quite understand that methods adopted when
we had a few hundred Friends cannot be the same as in
these days when we have something in the nature of
6,000 Friends, and the numbers grow with every issue.
"F O C U S."

This is the new name for "Slum News". As important
as is the matter of slum clearance, we feel that it should
not take precedence over two other matters of no less
importance. Our paper will focus attention on the need
of Homes, Hospitals and SchooH. Few would deny the
statement that Australia cannot progress unless all her
people are properly housed, her sick skilfully cared for
and her children given adequate educational facilities.
Many groups of people are struggling to secure these
things. The B.S.L. is clamouring for slum clearance and
for houses for homeless Australians and unfortunate
migrants living in hostels and hutments.
Hospital
auxiliaries are asking for more accommodation for expect
ant mothers, more hospitals, adequate provision for spastic
children and the mentally sick. Mr. Barry, the new
Minister for Health, seems to think that the way out of
our hospital difficulties would be to run a State Lottery.
Surely we can do better than that, and if lotteries for
hospitals why not lotteries for homes and schools? In
regard to schools, Mothers' Clubs and parents generally
are very concerned about overcrowded and ill-equipped
school buildings. This, too, is a very serious matter. If
we could all speak with one voice, the Government would
be compelled to put aside all short-cut and ineffective
methods of securing the necessary money, and would face
up to this three-fold problem in a statesmanlike manner.
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W H A T CAN YOU DO ABOUT IT?

1. You could become a subscriber and ask your friends to
do the same. The subscription is only 3/- a year.
2. You could ask any who have a place of business and
might be sympathetic to take a few copies for sale to
their customers.
3. You could do as a good Friend in Brighton did. She
canvassed all the houses in her street and thereby
secured a large number of subscribers.
I feel that in our paper we have an opportunity of
securing those things for which we have been hghting
for so long. We cannot make the most of that opportunitv
without your co-operation. I know you will help us in
this as you do in all our undertakings.
In conclusion may I again emphasise the fact that
there is a very real connection between homes, hospitals
and schools and world peace and our own national
security, for if we are to hold this country for ourselves
and those who come after us we must be at our best.
We cannot be at our best if we are lacking in those
things which are essential to our well-being. I recently
listened to a well-known, very effective broadcaster. He
deplored the fact that so few seem to realise the dangers
with which we are faced. AH he said was very sound,
but I think many would have said "What can we do
about it?" I hope that the latter part of my letter is an
answer to that question. There is no need for us to
be hopeless and frustrated. There is much for us to do.
Let us throw ourselves wholeheartedly into doing our
part for the securing of those things which are so import
ant for the welfare of all. Let us cease to concern our
selves about matters of secondary importance and
concentrate our energies on those things we must have
if we are to exist. I think that Focus might well become
the rallying point of all who are alert to the dangers
ahead, and all who would do something effective to avert
those dangers. We want Focus distributed throughout
the length and breadth of the State and beyond. We
look to you good people to help.
May this year, 1953, be one of much happiness for
you and yours. In your name and through your sym
pathy and understanding we carry on with the works we
have undertaken.
With greetings to you all,
I am,
Yours sincerely,

TEA ROOM, AND PLANTS FOR SALE.

Afternoon tea may be had at the White House next
to , the store at Carrum Downs, every Saturday and
Sunday afternopn. Plants grown on the Settlement may
be purchased at the same place at any time. Will Friends
please tell their Friends.
COLLECTING BOXES.

We have recently secured tin collecting boxes suit
able for shops, offices, factories or homes. We should be
glad to send one to anyone interested, or they are avail
able at any of our Centres. Your local storekeepers might
be prepared to have a box on their counters.
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We are very hopeful that Mr. Cain will make good
the promise, repudiated by the past Government, in
regard to subsidising charitable bodies that provide
housing for aged. Here are extracts from a few of
the hundreds of applications we receive for accommodation at Carrum Downs.
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" . . could you help an old lady of 94 who is at
, present living in a bungalow at the rear of the house.
I Her only living relative is a crippled brother of 81."
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"Is there any hope at all of my being able to get into
one of your homes. I am a pensioner and a widow
in my 70th year. I have a son and daughter but they
have no room in their lives for Mum."
"I must go from daughter rather than
un-happiness in her home through this
crowding . . . "

cause
over-

"I will be 70 years next May. I am living in a sleep
out and it is too cold and it has to be shifted by
orders of the Council."

GENERAL NOTES
W ELCOM E.

Some little time ago Sister Bailey came to us to
take charge of the Cottage Hospital at Carrum Downs,
and just before Christmas Sister Wilson arrived to assume
the duties of Matron of the Settlement. With the coming
of these two efficient and devoted women we feel that
we can give the maximum service to those under our
care.
CARRUM DO W NS OUTING.

The first for the year will be on Saturday, February
7th. As usual buses will leave Batman Avenue at 2 p.m.
and the fare is 6/6. Tickets should be secured from 51
Royal Arcade as soon as possible.

^

This is not in Fitzroy but in South Yarra. An ex-service
man, his wife and three children live in this room where
the household washing and cooking is done. The family
have to go to friends for their baths.

?
'
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In the last issue of these "Notes" we gave some idea of the activities we
planned for the Christmas and school holidays period. Now it is our pleasure to look
back and to give B.S.L. friends some account of our doings and some indication as to
whether we succeeded in our determination to give a happy time to many of our
people.
Where to begin? Let us start with the elderly folk, since for such people the
Brotherhood has long felt a very particular concern.
CHRISTMAS DINNER.

CHILDREN'S PARTIES.

Nearly sixty of our old men, all members of the
Coolibah Club, sat down to a magnificent Christmas dinner
on the day before Christmas . Eve. Their club room had
been gaily decorated and the dinner tables looked most
festive. Turkey was the main item of the menu, and
much enjoyed it was. Of course there was the traditional
plum pudding and all the usual additions of a Christmas
dinner. And when dinner was over every guest received
a gift parcel made up according to his own needs or
likings. (It is part of the tradition and atmosphere of
the Coolibah Club that Miss Sumner knows which men
are smokers and which are not).

Of course we did a great deal for the children. Every
child with whom we have any contact at all went to
at least one party; most of them to more than one. Our
childrens club had its own annual party and concert,
which was outstandingly enjoyable, and at which over 150
toys were distributed. Another cheerful crowd of 40
youngsters had a marvellous afternoon at the Balwyn
Wild Life Sanctuary. This particular party, like several
others, was arranged by an outside group of friends,
our sole contribution being to provide the children. An
other crowd went to a party which lasted all day—on
the beach.
TOYS AND PARCELS.

PARTY FOR ELDERLY FOLK.

Each year the ladies who run our Fitzroy clothing
shop also give an elderly peoples party and over a
hundred local men and women this Christmas sat down to
a splendid tea and also received a parcel of good things
to eat.
CHILDREN'S PICNICS.

Day picnics to bayside beaches began directly after
Christmas and are continuing through January. These
serve a large number of children from Fitzroy, North
Melbourne, Carlton, Burnley, Camp Pell and South
Melbourne.

The children came to us for parties and we also went
out to them—with toys. A hundred parcels of toys were
taken to homes, and as most of these parcels went to
families where there were several children, it will be
seen that many hundreds of toys found their way to
fortunate children.
Each parcel was packed with
individual care and contained toys appropriate to the
age and sex of each child. It is worth noting—it is the
first Christmas we have been able to say this—that every
single toy parcel was taken out for us by volunteers
who came along with their cars and managed the whole
thing for us.
Other parcels went out from here, too: some 70 food
parcels and hampers were distributed, and for the most
part these went to elderly people.

Once again through the generosity of B.S.L. Friends and supporters we were
able to bring a measure of Christmas joy to a considerable number of adults, particularly
the aged, and to large numbers of children. For them we say: Thank you!

JUST )N CASE YOU DON'T KNOW!
THE BROTHERHOOD'S CENTRES OE ACT/WHES
City Office and Opportunity Shop:

Headquarters:

67 Brunswick St., Fitzroy

51 Royal Arcade, Melbourne ....

Cent. 2721.

Social Services Bureau:

71 Brunswick St., Fitzroy. .
Coolibah Club (for aged men):

65 Brunswick St., Fitzroy
Clothing Shop:

JA 3335
Telephones:
JA 2255

B.S.L. Settlement:

Carrum Downs. Frankston-Dandenong
Rd. (Train to Frankston) .... Carrum Downs 236.

71 Brunswick St., Fitzroy .
Children's Welfare Centre:

69 Brunswick St., Fitzroy. .

B.S.L. Holiday Home:

Tanti Avenue, Mornington.

Page Four

B.S.L. N O T E S

BROTHERHOOD OF S. LAURENCE N E W

Welcome
We extend a very warm welcome to the new
Friends whose names appear here.
We are often asked "What is expected of B.S.L.
Friends*'.
They are asked
1. to take a sympathetic
activities.

interest

in

BJ5.L.

2. to interest their friends in the B.S.L. and to
endeavour to get them to become B.S.L.
Friends, and perhaps to join a "B.S.L. Group,"
whose aim is to organisp an annual function
for B.S.L. funds.
3. to pay 5/- a year to help defray the expense of
printing and posting the B.S.L. Notes.
Humanly speaking, the success the Brotherhood
has had over the years is due to a very large
extent to its Friends. As our Friends have grown
so has the work grown. The eflect of what we do
in the future depends on our success or otherwise
in gaining new Friends.

Mrs. Scafer, McKinnon.
Mrs. Stanning, Essendon.
Miss Phillips, Williamstown.
Mr. Rice, Canterbury.
Mrs. Wyatt, Box Hill.
Miss Davis, Windsor.
Mrs. Sheridan, Mid. Park.
Mrs. Taylor, Elsternwick.
Mrs. Caulfield, Fitzroy.
Mrs. King, Richmond.
Mrs. Caswy, Elwood.
Mrs. Shelton, Rushall.
Miss Vickers, E. Camber
well.
Miss Bowden, Sth. Yarra.
Mr. Ennis, Mentone.
Miss Boyd, St. Kilda.
Mrs. Fitzgerald, Mornington.
Mrs. Frewin, Box Hill.
Mrs. Willcocks, Surrey
Hills.
Mr. Ball, Bentleigh.
Mrs. Mackay, Albert Park.
Miss Fleming, Braybrook.
Mrs. Nancarrow, Dandenong.
Mrs. Stephens, Black
Rock.
Mrs. Ramsey, Canterbury.
Mrs. Hill, Caulfield.
Mrs. Grant, Malvern.
Mrs. Lethbridge, Mont
Albert.
Mrs. Irwin, Amadgle.

Mrs. Robertson, Pascoe
Vale.
Mrs. Christian, E. Malvern.
Mrs. Chapman, Frankston.
Miss Taylor, Alphington.
Mrs. Tindale, Glenferrie.
Mrs. Winduss, Hughesdale.
Miss le Courteur, Ringwood.
Mrs. Hicks, Ringwood.
Mr. Holen, Hawthorn.
Mrs. Clark, Glen Iris.
Mrs. Kippett, Elwood.
Mr. Bolton, Glen Iris.
Mrs. Griffin, Burwood.
Mrs. Baillie, Gardenvale.
Mr. Clarkson, Ringwood.
Mrs. Carlisle, Bentleigh.
Mrs. Nickless, Fairfield.
Mrs. Faulkner, Brighton.
Mrs. Maclean, Oakleigh.
Mr. Robertson, Mont
Albert.
Mrs. Cowdell, Hawthorn.
Mrs. Merry, St. Kilda.
Mrs. May, Caulfield.
Mrs. Sutton, Fitzroy.
Mrs. Mason, W. Preston.
Miss Moore, Fairfield.
Mrs. Dower, Sandringham.
Mr. Zurgan, Auburn.
Mrs. Sherwood, Moonee
Ponds.
Mrs. Ball, Ormond.
Mrs. Dorr, Surrey Hills.

Dr. Bert, Jordonville.
Mrs. Smith, Albert Park.
Mr. McMeckin, Toorak.
Miss Skinner, Essendon.
Mrs. Stevens, Hawthorn.
Mrs. Casey, Williamstown.
Mrs. Neale, Balaclava.
Mrs. Eager, Glen Iris.
Misses Bell, Footscray.
Miss Burnside, Collingwood.
Mrs. McArthur, Pascoe
Vale.
Mrs. Wilson, Camp Pell.
Mrs. Vale, Sandringham.
Mrs. Swan, Balwyn.
Mrs. Wilkinson, Sth. Melb.
Mrs. Mustz, Bentleigh.
Mr. Beattie, Brighton.
Miss Connor, Hampton.
Mrs. Smith, Moonee
Ponds.
Mrs. Bouch, Caulfield.
Mrs. Miles, Kew.
Miss Sloman, Toorak.
Mrs. W ood, Jolimont.
Mrs. Lipsett, Ascot Vale.
Miss Davis, Sth. Yarra.
Mrs. Mathews, Brighton.
Mrs. Hess, Amadale.
Mrs. Cumming, East
Malvern.
Mrs. Padheld, Malvern.
Mrs. Coleman, Moonee
Ponds.
Miss Ro^s, Ashburton.
Mrs. Merser, Essendon.
Miss O'Dea, Williams
town.
Mrs. Eisink, Alphington.
Mrs. Due Ve, E. Malvern.
Mrs. King, Black Rock.
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FRiENDS

Mrs. Inman, Toorak.
Mrs. Cambell, Brighton.
Miss Webster, E. St. Kilda.
Mrs. Bradfield, Preston.
Miss Burwood, Prahran.
Mrs. Carter, Northcote.
Miss Hunter, Elsternwick.
Mrs. Daddo, Camberwell,
Mrs. Stephens, Black
Rock.
Mrs., Blair, Caulfield.
Mrs. Snyder, Sth. Yarra.
Miss Fletcher, Northcote.
Mrs. Chambers, Boxhill.
Mrs. Hipkins, Canterbury.
Mrs. Hadler, Burwood.
Mrs. Brown, Caulfield.
Mr. and Mrs. McQueen,
Highett.
Miss G. Powell, St. Kilda.
Country Friends.

Mrs. Lewis, Terang.
Mrs. Heath, Mt. Eliza!
Mrs. Steggles, Upwey.
Mr. Baddeley, Omeo.
Mrs. Barker, Colac.
Mrs. Clinton, Geelong.
Mrs. Goodrich, Broadford.
Mrs. Barwick, Girgarre.
Mr. Harvey, Junction
Hill.
Mrs. Prewett, Rochester.
Mrs. Norman, Beaufort.
Mrs. Henderson, Ararat.
Miss Keats, Sth. Aus.
Mrs. Ireland, Korrumburra.
Mrs. Cambell, Warragul.
Mrs. Alexander, Albury.
Mrs. Sutton, Warragul.
Mrs. Collins, Warragul.

GROUPS

The Hughesdale-Murrumbeena Group will hold their
first meeting for the year on the first Thursday ip March
at the home of their Hon. Secretary, Mrs. Curtis. After
the splendid work of this Group during 1952, I have no
fear that the forthcoming months will prove just as
satisfactory. Roll up again all you B.S.L. Friends and
try to bring a New Friend with you to our first meeting.
The Mentone-Cheltenham-Mordialloc Group will also
be holding their first meeting for the year on Thursday,
February 26th, at the home of their Hon. Secretary,
Mrs. Brett, 18 Warrigal Road, Mentone. More Friends
are needed for this Group, so anyone wishing to join
could ring Mrs. Brett, X Y 2428.

DONATtON SUP

TO THE SUPERIOR, B.S.L.
51 RO YAL ARCADE,
MELBOURNE, C.l.

Please find my donation for ^
Name________________________________
Address______________________________

"Inasmuch as ye have done it unto the least
of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me."

