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THE SUPERIOR'S LETTER
THE HOUSING PROBLEM AGAIN —

*

51 The Royal Arcade,
Melbourne, C.l,
April, 1949.
Dear B.S.L. Friends,
You good people know, of course, that we regard slums
to bq a danger to the community as a whole. Of recent
years a still greater danger has arisen. I refer to the danger
involved in the housing shortage generally. Of course we
all know about it, and perhaps are rather tired of the
subject. We could all tell of the suffering of friends in
this regard. In suggesting recently to a newspaper man
that he should write an article on the subject he said,
"What's the good? Everyone knows all about it." True, but
does everyone realise the danger involved, and is everyone
doing everything possible to help solve the problem? I think
not. It is not only that your friends and mine are suffering
inconvenience because of inadequate housing, but the very
foundations of our national life are being undermined, and
those who are working to this end are gaining in power.
It is not only a question (as serious as that is) of some
people being compelled to live in slums and others seeking
in vain for dwellings in Which to live. The safety and
welfare of all is at stake. I am thinking specially of those
who have the most of life before them. It is for those of
us who have the most of life behind us to do what we can
for our youth. God knows they have suffered enough
already. Are they to suffer still more? Let us cease
bemoaning the housing shortage and begin doing something
about it.
BUT WHAT CAN WE DO?

First of all, let us face up to the danger. No country is
secure unless its people, and especially its young people, are
enabled to make real homes, homes in which husband and
wife can solve together the problems of domestic life,
homes in which children can laugh and play unhampered
by outside interference. I would have you think of those
countless thousands of young people whose married lives
are being wrecked, who are unable to have children, or, if
they do have children, are unable to give them those things
essential to their welfare. I would have you think of those

HOW WE ALL CAN HELP.

hitherto decent suburbs which are rapidly becoming as bad
as the worst slum areas, of those people living in tents and
sheds, and of those growing boys and girls of respectable
families living under such conditions as must inevitably
endanger their moral life. Perhaps I know more about
these things than do the majority. I can assure you that
I am not exaggerating.
We must demand that the Government treat the matter
of housing as a national emergency. I cannot think that
the Government is taking this matter seriously as long as
it allows some people to get iron with which to house their
racehorses, while others cannot secure a roof under which
their families can shelter. As long as material and money
is being spent on matters of quite secondary importance
it is untrue to say that everything possible is being done to
solve the housing problem. The same applies to those who
would spend countless thousands on subways and the like
while those who fought to save the country are homeless.
Of course, we want subways, and it would be nice to have
the Olympic Games here, but are not more important things
needed first? Such things could not be thought of during
the war, and the situation now is none the less serious. It
is for us, the ordinary people, to make ourselves heard.
While continuing to protest against what we consider to be
lack of enterprise on the part of those in authority, we
shall continue to press on with our housing scheme. Every
person we can accommodate on our Settlement at Carrum
Downs means, not only that the happiness and wellbeing
of one more person is secured, but it also means that to some
small extent the congestion in the hopelessly overcrowded
city is relieved. Not much, perhaps, but something at any
rate. In our next issue I hope to be able to give you details
of our plans for doing something practical in regard to the
slum problem in particular, and the housing problem in
general.
A PRACTICAL SUGGESTION.

I am venturing to send you with this what I think
to be a practical suggestion in regard to this vital matter of
housing. I realise that the scheme would not be suitable
for all, but I feel sure that many specially chosen couples
would make the most of the opportunities given them. If
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you think the suggestion a sound one will you send copies
of the leaflet to your Members of Parliament (State and
Federal), and ask them what they think of it. Your doing
so will at any rate enable your representatives to know that
you are concerned about the matter. It would be interest
ing, too, to have their comments on this letter. I should be
glad to send you as many copies of the Notes and the
leaflet as you desire. Might I ask for something towards
the expense of printing? I am hoping that I shall not
have to draw on General Funds for the printing of the
leaflet. After I had written it I read that Mr. R. G. Casey
advocated the same idea. It is to be hoped that the Party
of which he is the head does something about it. They
will, and the Party in power, too, if you and I let them
know that we are very concerned about the whole matter.
I am always grateful to those of you who comment on
what I write in these Notes. I should be specially grateful
for comments (favourable or otherwise) on this letter. It
is so helpful to know to what extent I am voicing the ideas
of my readers. There are now nearly five thousand B.S.L.
friends. Between us all we should be able to do something
really worthwhile about this housing business, which is of
such vital importance to us as individuals and as a nation.
Our greetings to you all.

FROM THE B.S.L. "CREED."

"That if you desire Reformation you must do something
about it rather than merely talking about it." We did
"something about it" in regard to Milk for Children of the
industrial areas. Now the Government has followed our
example, and all children are to have this-.boon. Had
we merely said the children should have milk instead of,
as we did, actually giving some children milk, that which
we desired might not have come about.
WANTED URGENTLY.

There is no more important job than that being done
by the good women who run the Fitzroy Second-hand
Clothes Shop, some of whom have been at this work since
the shop opened more than ten years ago. If this really
practical Christian work is to continue, reinforcements
must be forthcoming. Will any who feel they could give,
at any rate half a day a month, please communicate with
Mrs. S. H. Scott, 27 Moorhouse Street, Armadale (Telephone
UY 6749).
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I am,
Yours very sincerely,
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CARRUM

DOWNS

GARDEN PARTY
This is to be on Saturday, 23rd April.

The ^
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* Guest of Honour will be Lady Medley. Special ^

GENERAL

NOTES.

MR. G. A. BISHOP,

We are glad to be able to report that Mr. Bishop, who
has recently returned from some two years in Britain and
on the Continent, is about to rejoin the staff. His chief
work will be in connection with our Housing Campaign.
(This has no connection with the scheme referred to in the
Superior's letter.) The chief reason for our delay in pressing
on with the campaign has been due to shortage of staff.
With the return of Mr. Bishop, this difRculty should now
be overcome. The knowledge he has gained abroad, coupled
with experience he has already had with us, speaks well
for the future of the scheme, which aims at making a real
contribution towards solving the slum problem.
If you approve of the Superior's scheme in regard to
the housing of couples you could help by doing as he sug
gests.
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cars will leave Batman Avenue at 2 p.m.
Return fare, 5 /- . Tickets may be had from
51 Royal Arcade.
These should be secured
as soon as possible. THIS IS MOST IMPORTANT.
Those who intend going by rail
should take the train leaving Flinders Street
at 12.55. Buses will take them from Frankston
to Carrum Downs. A St. George's flag on the
Settlement will indicate where visitors should
turn off the main road.
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GOVERNMENT GRANT.

The State Government ;has recently intimated its
readiness to give us 22,500 for the building of bungalows
at Carrum Downs for the Aged, on condition that we spend
a like sum on the same purpose. We have gratefully accepted
the Government's offer.
UBRARY AT CARRUM DOWNS.

We have recently converted a somewhat dilapidated
building into a light and cheerful library. We are grateful
to Mrs. Daryl Lindsay for giving us some pictures, which
have done much to brighten the hitherto drab walls. We
are always glad of gifts of books in reasonably good order.
IMPORTANT MEET<NG.

This will be at Headquarters (67 Brunswick Street,
Fitzroy) on Tuesday, 19th April, at 2.30, when preliminary
arrangements will be made in connection with the Market
Fair to be held later in the year. All who might be able
to help in any way are asked to attend.

The Drive to Carrum Downs Headquarters three years ago.
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(By kind permission of "The Herald/' Friday, 18th March, 1949.)

THESE SLUMS
BREED DtSCONTENT
says FATHER TUCKER, Brotherhood of S. Laurence

Visits to nearby stum areas by the Lord Mayor and former Lord Mayors might wett be of
greater advantage to Austratia than visits by those gentlemen to far off Rome.
I not only accuse the Melbourne City Council of failing
to do things, I also accuse it of failing to understand things.
It does not seem to understand that the evil of the slums
cannot be confined to the slums.

In accusing the Council, I, at the same time, appeal to
that august, well-meaning and worthy body to set its house
in order before it is too late. Its dreams and plans for a
really beautiful Melbourne can never be realised as long
as slums exist within its territory.

Dr. Dale, the City Health Officer, who seems to be one
of the few conscious of this evil, has constantly referred to
the insanitary conditions prevailing in the slum-city areas.
The city as a whole cannot be healthy as long as potential
plague-spots exist within its boundaries.

For too long the spotlight has been focussed on the
Fitzroy slums, as if they were the only ones to Melbourne's
discredit. Most certainly they are bad, and perhaps there
are none worse.

There are far more T.B., diphtheria, infantile paralysis
and similar diseases in city and other slum areas than else
where. Such diseases cannot be confined to their source
of origin.

It should be remembered, however, that the Fitzroy
Council is slum conscious and has definite plans for improve
ment, and is prepared to begin its slum clearance campaign
as soon as the Government is ready to co-operate.

Toorak and Camberwell would be healthier suburbs, and
the same applies to the State as a whole, if Melbourne were
free from those germ-infested buildings which for genera
tions past have been a source of infection to the community
in general.

A well-equipped Baby Health Centre has been erected
in a very pleasing setting. An area which had been dis
figured by slit-trenches has been laid out in lawns and
flower-beds. A playing-area, which a few years ago was
little more than a rubbish dump, is now a playground for
children.

Perhaps when I say that the City Council is con
tributing to the spread of Communism I will be told
that I need a rest-cure!
Such accusation I do,
however, make.
Whatever body tends further to
inflame the anger of angry people helps the Com
munists' cause.

I wish the wealthy city of Melbourne were as slum
conscious as is the by no means wealthy city of Fitzroy.
For Melbourne there is no excuse. The area to be cleared
is comparatively small, and the city is rich in town-planners
and experts of all kinds, and in money, too.

Because of the shortage of housing and of bad housing,
countless numbers of people of all classes in this community
of ours are very angry indeed, and they become still more
angry when they read and hear of every plan but that which
would provide for their fundamental needs.

The most disgusting of the many disgusting pictures
which appear in our Rim, "Beautiful Melbourne."
was taken not so very far from the stately Town
Hall. It seems that plans can be made for every
possible improvement except the improvement of
the living conditions of those unfortunate men,
women and children living in bug-infested hovels.

The present policy prevailing in some quarters for
pressing on with matters of secondary importance and
ignoring those of primary importance is playing into the
hands of those who would overthrow by force the present
social order.
It would surprise many to know who the
Communists regard as amongst their most valued sup
porters.
I believe the Communists chortle with glee when they
hear of a Lord Mayor proceeding to Rome to urge that some
games should be played in Melbourne in five years' time,
a fine text for a Communistic sermon!
Another good subject would be that referring to the
need to set up 16 committees to prepare for the playing
of those games. "The Games would be to the good of Aus
tralia as a whole," it is said, but there will be precious few
games for anyone in seven years' time if the Communists
have their way, and they will have their way if the present
policy of ignoring matters of major importance is pursued.
I could enlarge upon my accusations, I could tell of
how the City Council is encouraging the spread of crime, is
adding to the drink problem, and is fostering many other
evils, and all because it does nothing about the many sub
standard dwellings within its boundaries.
"But why pick on the Melbourne Council?"
Because, while it is the wealthiest and most important
of all councils, it overlooks the welfare of those of its citizens
who are in the greatest need of its concern.

The Parks and Gardens Committee is doubtless doing
a good work. We are rightly proud of the many beauties
to its credit. All the council's committees are no doubt of
value, but until a slum-clearance committee is formed and
gets to work, I shall continue to accuse the Melbourne City
Council of failing in one of its fundamental duties.
There is need for subways to relieve the ever-growing
pedestrian traffic, but there is still a far greater need for
decent housing for the ever-growing population.
It would be to the advantage of Melbourne to have
the Olympic Games here, but it would be a still greater
advantage for Melbourne to be free from that cankerous
growth which exists in the form of Rlthy slums.

C A L L IN G ^4LL

CHURCH

PEOPLE/

Tbe SZum Eiims iciR be sbotcu iu tbe
G R O S V E N O R
T H E A T R E
(Little Collins Street)
On Sunday, 1st May, at 8.30 pan.
PZease come, eueu i/ you Love seen fbe Pictures
afreudy/
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ACKNOWLEDGMENTS
FROM 1st JANUARY

1949, TO 28th FEBRUARY, 1949.

A: Anonymous, €5/7/10; Mr. Alexander, €1; Miss 1.
Armstrong, 5 /-; A B C D., 10/-; Mrs. J. Austin, €4/4/-.
B: Mrs. G. Bilston, 10/-; Mrs. 1. Brown, 5 /-; Blockey
Stone & Co. Ltd., €4/2/6; Miss Bowan, 5 /-; Mrs. S. L.
Blakeley, €1; Mr. E. M. Beach, 5 /-; Miss F. M. Blade, 5 /-;
The Bow-Wows, €10; Mrs. Barke, 5 /-; Mr. W. Biles, 10/-;
Miss H. Baillie, €5; Mrs. R. L. Bradley, €1; Mrs. Bourke, 5 /-;
Miss L. Bickley, 5 /-; Mrs. Billingham, 5 /-; Mrs. Black, €1;
Mrs. Beaumont, 2 /-; Mrs. Blackey, 10/-; Mrs. Bowen, 5/-.
C: Mr. E. Clark, 10/-; Mr. Champion, 10/-; Mrs. Collings,
€1; Mr. and Mrs. R. G. Clarg, 12/6; Mrs. Cochrane and Miss
Thomson, 10/-; Mrs. Clifton, 5 /-; C. G. Campbell, 10/-.
D: Mr. Dickson, 5 /-; Mrs. H. Davis, 5 /-; Mrs. Davidson,
10/-; Mrs. Dentry, 5 /-; Mrs. Dittmar, 3 /-; S. E. Dickins
Pty. Ltd., €6; Miss L. Dawson, 5 /-; The Misses Carr and
GrifHn, €1; John Danks & Son Pty. Ltd., €1; Mrs. Dyson,
5 /-; Mrs. Desdendes, 5 /-.
E: Mrs. Edwards, 2 /-; Mr. R. Elvins, €2; Miss Judith
Ellen, 5 /-; Mrs. E.C., 10/-.
F: Footscray All Aboard Club, 10/6; Mr. Facey, 7/6; Miss
Forster, 5 /-; Mrs. A. Foster, €1/10/-; Mrs. E. Fellowes, 10/-.
G: Geelong Grammar School (Junior), €2/10/-; Mr. L.
Gates, €1/5/-; Miss Grant, 10/-; Mr. F. Gilfeddes, 10/-;
Mrs. N. Goodman, €2/2/-; Mrs. Gardner, 5 /-; Mrs. Gar
diner, 5/-.
H: Mrs. F. Hohmuth, 10/-; Mrs. B. Harrison, 10/-; Miss
L. Hearle, €2/5/-; Mrs. M. and Miss E. Heden, €1/5/-;
D. Harty, 5 /-; Mrs. R. Havercroft, 5 /-; Mrs. F. Hughes, 5 /-;
Miss B. Holland, €1; Mrs. A. Horman, 5 /-; Mr. C. J. Harris,
5 /-; Mrs. E. Hale, 5 /-; Mr. N. M. Hartrick, 10/-.
1: I.I.W., €1; In Memory of Mother, €1/10/-; Miss Jane
Ivory, 7/6; Mrs. M. Iddles, €1.
J: Mrs. Jamison, €1; Mrs. Jeanneret, 5 /-; Mrs. M. John
son, 5 /-; Mrs. Jamison, €1/1/-; Mrs. B. Joseph, 10/-; Mr.
M. J. Judd, 10/-; Miss L. Jones, 6/-.
Kj Mrs. G. Kirkpatrick, 5 /-; Miss Kinvig, €1; J. G.
Kenny, €1/1/-; Mrs. Key, 5/-.
L: Mr. A. Lewis, €1; Mrs. Lapton, 5 /-; Lord Mayor's
Fund (McPhersons Ltd, €1, and C.T.A., € 2 /2 /-); Mrs. M. 1.
Locke, €2/2/-; Miss Lighton, 5 /-; Mrs. Lurati, 10/-; Mrs.
Liddell, €1; Mrs. Rose Lincoln, €1/1/6; Mrs. Lucton, 10/-;
Miss G. N. Lewer, €5; Mrs. E. Lambert, €1; L.E.W., 10/-;
Mrs. Lee, 5/-.
M: Mrs. D. G. McDonald, 5 /-; Miss 1. Mooney, 10/-;
Mrs. J. MacDonald, 5 /-; Miss E. Muir, 5 /-; Mrs. McDevitt,
5 /-; Methodist Men's Society, €1/5/-; Miss H. E. Morrison,
5 /-; Miss Eve McCormish, 10/-; Miss May, 3/9; Mrs. C. N.
McKay, €4/10/-; Ian McKinnon, 10/-; Mrs. Monighetti,
10/-; Miss McHenry, 3/-.
N: Mrs. P. B. Nye, 15/-; Mr. N. D. Nicolson, 5 /-; Mrs. E.
C. Nicholson, 5 /-; Mrs. Nettleton, 7 /-; Mrs Niquet, 5 /-;
Mrs. Nicholson, 10/-; North British & Mercantile Insurance
Co. Ltd., €9/9/-; Mr. R. Nicholson, 5 /-; Mrs. Clarice Nichol
son, 5 /-; Miss Naomi Nicholson, 5/-.
O: Mrs. Oxlade, €2; F. P. Owen, 5 /-; Mrs. S. Oldman,
5 /-; E. Oakes, €2/5/-; Miss Lorna L. Owen, 16/-; Mrs. H.
O'Shaughnessy, €1; Miss Owen, 16/-.
P: Mrs. S. Peers, 10/-; A. Percival, €1; the Misses
Pyman, 10/-; Mrs. R. S. Pearson, 10/-.

R : Mrs. Roberts, 5 /-; Mrs. L. Roberts, 5 /-; Mrs. J. C.
Reeve, 10/-; Mrs. M. Reade, 5 /-; K. A. Ridoutt, €1.
S: Mrs. A. H. Smith, 10/-; Mrs. M. E. Slater, €3; Mrs.
A. J. Sheehan, €4; Miss M. Stone, 5 /-; Mrs. A. Smith, 10/-;
Mrs. H. Steele, 5 /-; Mr. L. E. Searle, €1; Miss Sherriff, 5 /-;
St. Oswald's, Glen Iris, €1/3/10; Mr. Sherbourne, 10/-; Mrs.
M. E. Slater, 10/-; Mr. Stanton, 7/6; Mr. A. O. Stannard,
5 /-; Miss M. Strahan Smith, €2; Mr. Sanders, €1; Mrs.
Sykes, 5 /-; Mrs. Stapleton, 5 /-; Mrs. J. C. Stewart, 15/-.
T: Mrs. Thomson, 5 /-; Mrs. M. Treslove, 5 /-; Mrs. A.
Towers, 5 /-; Miss 1. A. Thorn, €1/1/-; Mr. L. Talf, 10/-;
Mrs. Thomas, 5 /-; Mr. F. W. Thomson, €1/5/9; Mrs. H.
Topliss, €1; Mrs. Turvey, 11/6; Mrs. N. Toedteberg, €1; Miss
Tullidge, €1; Miss W. E. Tonks, €2/2/-.
U, V, W: St. George's Ladies' Guild, Willowvale, €2/2/-;
Mrs. Woodall, 5 /-; Mrs. B. A. Wood, 5 /-; Miss Whitworth,
5 /-; Mrs. R. Woodcock, 10/-; Miss M. Wormald, 10/-;
Mrs. A. Ward, 5 /-; Well-Wisher, €1; Miss Whittington, 5 /-;
Mrs. V. Woodroffe, 2 /-; Unitarian Extension Movement,
€ 1/1/-; Mrs. M. A. Walker, €10; G. Wren, €1; A. and M.
Wettenhall, €1; Mrs. G. M. Wade, 5 /-; Mr. J. Vivash, 10/-;
Mrs. L. Vipond, 5 /-; Mrs. S. Vardon, 5 /-; Mrs. West, €1;
Mrs. Whitehead, 5 /-.
Y : Mrs. E. C. Yates, 5 /-.
Correction from last issue: €2/2/- donation from St.
George's Ladies Guild, Willowvale, not Linton.
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Owing to the large number of people who send us
gifts in kind, we are no longer able to publish their names.
We shall, however, continue to send a word of thanks for
all parcels which bear the name and address of the sender.

DONATION SLIP
TO THE SUPERIOR, B S L.,
51 ROYAL ARCADE,
MELBOURNE, C.l.
PZease /tMd wn/ donation /or €
Name
Address

-ArbMcRZe Waddell Pty.

Lid.

