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Minister’s Foreword
This report on the results of the
ﬁrst communities participating in
the Australian Early Development
Index: Building Better Communities
for Children Project, represents a
signiﬁcant step forward in our capacity
to meet the needs of young children
and their families.
For the ﬁrst time, Australian
communities now have a quick and
easy-to-use tool for understanding
how local children are faring in the
years prior to school – a time in life
we know has a huge inﬂuence on how
well children perform in school and
throughout their lives.
Community members involved in
organising the collection of this
information are empowered, as it
raises awareness of the importance
of supporting young children and their
families and promotes community
action working towards all children
having the best possible start in life.
This Project is part of the National
Agenda for Early Childhood, which
has been developed with State and
Territory Governments.
The National Agenda will provide an
overarching framework for action to
better coordinate and enhance existing
and future activity to promote child
development.

The Australian Early Development
Index (AEDI) is a ﬁne example of the
Australian Government’s commitment
to the National Agenda and to
strengthening national approaches in
early childhood.
I am pleased with the level of
enthusiasm and community
participation in AEDI, including a
number of Communities for Children
sites funded under the Stronger
Families and Communities Strategy.
AEDI has involved a range of
communities, the Centre for
Community Child Health, the Telethon
Institute for Child Health Research,
Shell in Australia and the Australian
Government and is an excellent
showcase of what can be achieved
through partnerships.
It has led to enhancements of the
measure itself, including a new webbased entry system and will be an
impetus for community innovation such
as the Parenting Information Café
established in one Perth community
following early trials in 2003.
With funding committed for another
year, I look forward to the ﬁndings of
the next round of communities and
to the development of child friendly
communities in all the sites involved in
this Project over time.

Senator Kay Patterson
Minister for Family and Community Services
November 2005
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Partnership Foreword
We are delighted to present the
ﬁndings from the ﬁrst two rounds of the
Australian Early Development Index
(AEDI) Project. This landmark project
provides important information about
the health, development and wellbeing
of young children in participating
communities.
The AEDI represents an innovative
approach to understanding child
development in Australia. For the ﬁrst
time, communities have access to local
data about children’s development to
inform their early childhood policies
and enable them to plan and organize
their community-based services for
young children and their families. The
AEDI provides communities with a
tool to focus attention on how young
children are doing, and gives data
that can serve as the impetus for
community mobilisation and building
capacity around early childhood. The
AEDI will also assist communities to
monitor and evaluate early childhood
programs and interventions.
This report summarises the results
of the AEDI from 25 communities
across Australia. Its ﬁndings highlight
the diversity within communities as

Professor Frank Oberklaid OAM
Director
Centre for Community Child Health

well as between communities. This
would suggest that there are important
lessons to be learned at the local level
that might have applicability across
Australia. Similarly while the principles
of early childhood policies and service
delivery are broadly applicable across
the country, there is a need for local
ﬂexibility due to the diversity of
communities and their needs.
This is an extraordinarily complex
project that has been developed and
is managed by a strong partnership
between the Centre for Community
Child Health in Melbourne and the
Telethon Institute for Child Health
Research in Perth. This partnership has
ensured that all aspects of this project
are considered, thoughtful and detailed.
We would like to particularly
acknowledge the members of the
national and international advisory
groups who have helped guide
the Project and ensured it remains
scientiﬁcally rigorous and policy
relevant. Finally, we are very grateful
for the ongoing support of the
Australian Government Department
of Family and Community Services as
well as Shell in Australia.

Professor Fiona Stanley AC
Director
Telethon Institute for Child Health Research

The Centre for Community Child Health supports and empowers communities to continually improve the
health and wellbeing of children and their families. The Centre is at the forefront of Australian research into
early childhood development and behaviour and its ﬁndings are used to inform public policy, service delivery
and professional practice. Located within The Royal Children’s Hospital, Melbourne, the Centre is a key
research centre of the Murdoch Childrens Research Institute.
The Telethon Institute for Child Health Research was founded in Perth in 1990 and has forged an
international reputation with its multidisciplinary approach to major childhood diseases and issues. The
Institute has a strong focus on prevention and the translation of research into action. It is headed by leading
child health advocate and epidemiologist, Professor Fiona Stanley AC.
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Executive Summary
This report provides a summary of the results from the ﬁrst two years of community implementation of the
Australian Early Development Index (AEDI). The AEDI is a population measure of young children’s development
based on a teacher-completed checklist. The AEDI measures ﬁve developmental domains:
• Language and cognitive skills

• Emotional maturity

• Physical health and well-being

• Social competence

• Communication skills and general knowledge
In 2004 and 2005, 25 communities from 5 states and territories implemented the AEDI.

Summary of ﬁndings
School participation

Community results

Evaluation results

In communities that implemented
the AEDI there was strong support
from schools and teachers in the
Project. In summary:

The AEDI results indicate that
developmental vulnerability exists
to some degree in most communities
who took part in the AEDI. However
within some communities there
was considerable variation in
developmental vulnerability, often in
neighbouring suburbs or postcodes.
Almost a quarter of children
surveyed were developmentally
vulnerable on one or more domains
of the AEDI, while there was a
smaller proportion of children
considered vulnerable on two
or more domains and therefore
at high risk developmentally.
However, it should also be noted
that the majority of all children
surveyed were performing well on
one or more domains of the AEDI
(children who score in the top 25%
of the domain). In summary:
• 22.6% of Australian children
surveyed were “developmentally
vulnerable” on one or more
domains of the AEDI

The preliminary results from the
evaluation indicate that communities,
including schools and teachers, are
recognising the importance of early
childhood and are utilising the AEDI
to mobilise in order to improve
children’s life chances. Some of the
preliminary ﬁndings have been:

• 430 primary schools, both
government and nongovernment, were involved in
the Project
• 933 teachers completed
checklists on a total of 16,756
children in the ﬁrst year of fulltime schooling1.

• 11% of Australian children
surveyed were “developmentally
vulnerable” on two or more
domains of the AEDI
1

Across Australian states and territories,
the full-time year of schooling may be
called kindergarten, preparatory, reception,
transition or pre-primary or Year 1.

4

• 65.1% of Australian children
surveyed were “performing
well” on one or more domains
of the AEDI.
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• The majority of teachers
completing the checklists
recognised the importance of
the AEDI for assisting the
community to better understand
the health, development and
well-being of young children
in their area. They have found
the experience of completing
the AEDI a good use of their
time and beneﬁcial to their work
• Communities have indicated
utilising the AEDI allows them
to better understand and respond
to the critical early years
• Communities who completed
the AEDI in 2004 are beginning
to use the results to mobilise
the community around ways to
provide a co-ordinated
community-wide response
designed to improve child
development outcomes.

Australian Early Development Index: Building Better Communities for Children
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Introduction
Background to the Project
The Australian Early Development Index: Building Better Communities for Children Project (AEDI Project) provides
communities from around Australia with the opportunity to better understand how they can allocate resources and
concentrate their efforts towards improving outcomes for children.
The Project is conducted by the Centre for Community Child Health in partnership with the Telethon Institute
for Child Health Research. It is an initiative funded by the Australian Government Department of Family and
Community Services as a commitment to the National Agenda for Early Childhood2 and is also supported by Shell
in Australia.
The AEDI aims to measure the health and development of populations of children to help communities assess how
well they are doing in supporting young children and their families. Previously there has been no way to monitor
early child development at a community level or to begin to think about how local circumstances might need to be
changed to improve children’s life chances. Focusing on the population rather than the individual means that we
can recognise other important factors that impact on a child’s health and development, such as community factors
and the broader social environment.
By using the AEDI to map children’s development it is possible to begin to identify and understand the inﬂuence of
socio-economic and community factors on children’s development. The AEDI can also be used to monitor changes
over time, and to help in the evaluation of community-based interventions or service reform.

Development of the AEDI
The EDI (Early Development Instrument) was originally developed in Canada where it has undergone extensive
pilot testing to ensure it is a valid and reliable tool. It has been compared with direct assessments of children and
with parent reports (Janus 2003). In Australia, the EDI was ﬁrst successfully used in the Northern Metropolitan
area of Perth in 2003, with around 4,300 children (Hart, Brinkman and Blackmore 2003).
A national Technical Advisory Group consisting of leading academics and experts has advised on the development
of the AEDI checklist, building on the work already undertaken in Canada and in Perth. The AEDI checklist has
been further adapted and developed to suit the Australian setting.
The validity of the AEDI has been conﬁrmed in two recent reports commissioned by the AEDI Project (Andrich and
Styles 2004, Andrich and Styles 2005, available to download at www.australianedi.org.au). The AEDI has also
been embedded in Growing Up in Australia: the longitudinal study of Australian children, enabling further validation
of the AEDI.

The National Agenda for Early Childhood is a broad policy framework, currently being developed by governments in Australia, to
ensure all children receive the best start in life.
2
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What does the AEDI measure?
The AEDI is a population measure of children’s developmental progress over the ﬁrst ﬁve years of life, before
entering school, based on a teacher-completed checklist consisting of over 100 questions. The AEDI measures
ﬁve developmental domains:
• Language and cognitive skills
• Physical health and well-being
• Communication skills and general knowledge
• Emotional maturity
• Social competence.
The index is presented as ﬁve scores; there is no single child development index score across the domains.
The AEDI provides data on populations of children and is interpreted only at the level of suburb or postcode of the
child’s residence. Personal information is not collected and data cannot be interpreted at an individual level for
diagnostic purposes.

Why is the AEDI important for communities?
It is now known that the early years of a child’s life are critically important for their future health, development and
well-being. A large number of diverse factors related to the child and the family have an inﬂuence on children’s
lives. However there is increasing evidence that we have the capacity to increase the chances for favourable
developmental outcomes by providing supports and services for young children and their families at the community
level. The ﬁve developmental domains on the AEDI are closely linked to child predictors of good adult health,
education and social outcomes.
The AEDI provides community members and families with the opportunity to understand the health and
development of local children, and can facilitate increased collaboration between schools, early childhood
services, and local agencies supporting children and families.
The AEDI data and maps can help communities to identify:
• Where the children who are “developmentally vulnerable” live
• Variations in child development within different parts of the community
• The strengths and vulnerabilities across the domains of child development
• The possible inﬂuence of socio-economic and community factors on child development
• How well the community is supporting young children and their families
• Where there have been successful early childhood programs
• Where change might still be needed.

Australian Early Development Index: Building Better Communities for Children
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Overview of AEDI implementation
Community implementation of the AEDI
Communities self-nominate to join the AEDI Project. In order to successfully implement the AEDI, communities are
required to demonstrate:
• There is a designated Local AEDI Project Coordinator to provide leadership and coordination for the AEDI
Project
• Most or all schools in the community, both government and non-government, have agreed to complete the
AEDI checklists
• There is funding available to provide for teacher relief.
Teachers complete the AEDI checklists on the secure web-based data entry system developed by the Australian
Council for Educational Research (ACER).
In 2004 and 2005 communities from 5 States and Territories implemented the AEDI. It is anticipated by the end of
the Project in 2007, communities from all States and Territories will have been involved in the Project.
Table 1: 2004 and 2005 communities
Type

Year

Number of
children

Metropolitan

2005

450

South Australia

Rural

2005

515

Broadmeadows and surrounds

Victoria

Metropolitan

2005

629

City of Bayside

Victoria

Metropolitan

2005

574

City of Greater Geelong

Victoria

Metropolitan

2005

2,135

East Gippsland

Victoria

Rural

2004

518

Maribyrnong City Council

Victoria

Metropolitan

2005

597

Mornington Peninsula Shire

Victoria

Metropolitan/ Rural

2005

1,428

Wyndham City Council

Victoria

Metropolitan

2005

1,681

Community name
Gungahlin District
Northern and Far Western Region

State/Territory
Australian Capital
Territory

Victoria

Rural

2005

262

Armadale

Western Australia

Metropolitan

2005

681

Ashdale

Western Australia

Metropolitan

2005

60

Bridgetown-Manjimup

Western Australia

Rural

2004

144

Yarra Ranges

Carnarvon

Western Australia

Rural

2004

146

Central Great Southern Area

Western Australia

Rural

2005

210

Collie

Western Australia

Rural

2005

141

East Metropolitan Perth

Western Australia

Metropolitan

2004

1,834

Gosnells

Western Australia

Metropolitan

2004

657

Greater Bunbury Region

Western Australia

Rural

2005

884

Kalbarri

Western Australia

Rural

2005

32

Kalgoorlie/Boulder

Western Australia

Rural

2004

516

Midwest Murchison Region

Western Australia

Rural

2005

44

Mirrabooka and surrounds

Western Australia

Metropolitan

2004

508

Gold Coast

Queensland

Metropolitan/ Rural

2004

1,953

Kingston/Waterford West

Queensland

Metropolitan

2005

157
16,756
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Summary information about the children
The following tables present selected characteristics about the children surveyed in 2004 and 2005.
Table 2: Selected characteristics: 2004 and 2005 community data

Total

State
Australian Capital Territory

450

Queensland

2,110
515

South Australia
Victoria

7,824

Western Australia

5,857
16,756

Total number of children surveyed 2004 and 2005

Gender
Male

8,500 (50.8%)

Female

8,246 (49.2%)

Age of children
Average age

6 years, 1 month

Culturally and linguistically diverse backgrounds
Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander

745 (4.5%)

English as a second language

1,350 (8.1%)

Footnote: The gender details for 10 participating children were not provided.

Teachers were asked to report on the type of early childhood education and care the child experienced in the year
before entering school. Table 3 summarises the results.
Table 3: Early childhood education and care experiences in the year before entering school as reported by
teachers
Total
Total number of children where early childhood education and care experiences known

14,980 (89.4%)

Of these children:
Attended any type of early childhood education (Day Care Centre or Pre-school)
Day Care Centre

10,027 (67%)
987 (6.6%)

Preschool (includes Preschool in a Day Care Centre)
Experienced other types of care experiences (eg. Family Day Care, grandparent, other relative or
person)
No early childhood education and care experience

9,522 (63.6%)
1,214 (8.1%)
1,450 (9.7%)

Footnote: Children may have attended more than one type of early childhood education and care experience.

Australian Early Development Index: Building Better Communities for Children
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Evaluation of community use of the AEDI
The Centre for Community Child Health is facilitating the evaluation of the AEDI Project. The evaluation of the
Project has two components; the formal impact evaluation, and the process evaluation which monitors the day-today progress and learnings of the Project.
Each community that becomes part of the AEDI Project participates in the national evaluation. The communities
are followed over the period of the Project, thus enabling the assessment of whether a medium-term and
sustainable community-level response to the AEDI is possible.
The purpose of the evaluation is to:
• Monitor the implementation of the Project
• Investigate the effectiveness and utility of the AEDI as a community-planning tool to support children’s health,
development and wellbeing
• Ascertain any barriers the Project encounters and suggest possible solutions
• Document exemplary or innovative practices related to the AEDI that could be shared with other communities
• Make recommendations regarding the further development and implementation of the AEDI.

Preliminary Evaluation Findings
Community feedback
Communities have given a range of reasons for wanting to implement the AEDI in their local areas. The following
comments suggest that communities have a desire to understand more about, and respond to, the critical early
years. For example:
“Our overall aim is to ensure we have a whole of government and whole of community approach in facing
the challenges that confront young families and children and which impact on the development of children.”
(Victorian community)
“The data will be used in conjunction with other information about our community. It will prove invaluable when
cross-referencing service provision for early years against the identiﬁed needs of our community which come
from the AEDI.” (Western Australian community)
“This information will substantially enhance existing local knowledge and provide a consistent and cohesive
data proﬁle of critical local needs and issues amongst young children and local communities.” (Victorian
community)
There has been evidence that communities that completed the AEDI in 2004 are beginning to mobilise around the
AEDI results.
“The AEDI results have got people thinking about where they can be proactive within their community and the
early years. . . . We are beginning to see changes in people’s perceptions of the importance of the early years
and the AEDI is helping to create enthusiasm.” (Victorian community)

10
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Schools feedback
Teachers complete the AEDI checklists on the web-based data entry system. At the end of the data collection
teachers are able to complete a feedback form on their experience of completing the AEDI checklists. As illustrated
in the following table, to date the feedback by teachers has been very positive.
Table 4: Teacher feedback
N=477
teachers

Feedback 2004 and 2005
I found the web-based data entry system easy to use

96%

The AEDI Checklists were easy to complete for most or all children

94%

My involvement will assist our community to better understand the health, development
and wellbeing of children in our area

84%

The experience of completing the AEDI will be beneﬁcial to my work

63%

Completing the AEDI Checklists was a good use of my time

63%

There have also been positive comments from teachers and principals from schools that have participated in the
Project:
“There were issues we had not thought about, for example “has this child come to school hungry”. It made me
think about the outcomes of this, it was a great way to reﬂect on things.” (Teacher)
“I ﬁrst heard about the pilot when I was at a previous school and wanted to be involved . . . . when I came
here, I heard about it again and jumped at the opportunity. I think the early years are missing data, and this is
an opportunity to ﬁnd valuable data.” (School Principal)
“I believe the AEDI is a community based initiative, rather than school based, but I want our school to be
community responsive.” (School Principal)

Australian Early Development Index: Building Better Communities for Children
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AEDI Community Profiles
The following pages provide a summary proﬁle for each community that participated in the AEDI Project in 2004
and 2005 including:
• Background information about the community
• An overview of the AEDI participation
• A map showing the proportion of children developmentally vulnerable on one or more domains of the AEDI
• Summary of the AEDI ﬁndings.

Background Information
This section includes the location of the community, an estimate of the size and population of the area, the number
of young children in the community and the name of the organisation that provided leadership and coordination for
the AEDI Project locally.

AEDI Participation
For each community this table includes the number of schools and teachers as well as the proportion of schools
that participated in the Project. As the AEDI is a population measure of children’s development it is important that
most or all schools complete the AEDI checklists. The table also shows the total number of children surveyed and
the proportion of children who are Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander and/or have English as a second language.

Map of the proportion of children developmentally vulnerable
on one or more domains of the AEDI
This map is an example of the types of AEDI maps each community will receive.
It is important to note that the AEDI maps have been classiﬁed in ﬁve shades of green from dark green through
to light green. For all of the AEDI maps the lightest colour shade means that the suburb or area has the lowest
percentage of developmentally vulnerable children, and the darkest shade means that the suburb or area has
the highest percentage of developmentally vulnerable children. These colour classiﬁcations are based on natural
breaks within the data for the community. Therefore the legends will vary for each community. All AEDI analyses
are based on where the child lives and not where they go to school.

Summary of AEDI Findings
This table provides an overview of the community’s AEDI results for each developmental domain of the AEDI. It
includes the overall community result and the suburbs or areas with the highest and lowest proportions of children
developmentally vulnerable and performing well.
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COMMUNITY PROFILE

Gungahlin District ACT
Background information
The Gungahlin community is located in the northern region of Canberra. It is a fast growing community with the
highest number of children aged 0-14 years in the Australian Capital Territory. The residential population of the
area is 29,250, with 2,650 children aged 0-6 years. The leadership and coordination for the AEDI Project was
undertaken by the Gungahlin Child and Family Centre. The following table provides summary information about
the AEDI in Gungahlin.
Gungahlin District
Number of schools participating

6

Proportion of eligible schools

Number of participating teachers

24

Number of participating children

Proportion of children with English as a
second language

11.6%

Proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children

100%
450
1.6%

Proportion of children developmentally vulnerable on
one or more domains of the AEDI

Source: AEDI Communities Data 2004 and 2005
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Summary of AEDI ﬁndings
Physical health
and wellbeing
domain:
(Child is healthy,
independent, ready
each day)

• 5.8% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Nicholls (8.2%) and the lowest
proportion are in Amaroo (4.6%).
• There are 50.6% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Palmerston (67.2%) and the lowest proportion are in Ngunnawal
(32%).

Social competence
and wellbeing
domain:
(Child plays, gets
along with others
and shares, is selfconﬁdent)

• 4.8% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Ngunnawal (9.7%) and the
lowest proportion are in Amaroo (1.3%).
• There are 27% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Palmerston (40.3%) and the lowest proportion are in Ngunnawal
(11.7%).

Emotional maturity
domain:
(Child is able to
concentrate, help
others, is patient, not
aggressive or angry)

• 5.5% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Ngunnawal (12.6%) and the
lowest proportion are in Palmerston (1.5%).
• There are 28.7% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Palmerston (44.8%) and the lowest proportion are in Ngunnawal
(10.7%).

Language and
cognitive skills
domain:
(Child is interested
in reading and
writing, can count
and recognise
numbers, shapes)

• 2.9% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Ngunnawal (6.9%) and the
lowest proportion are in Nicholls (0%).
• There are 44.2% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Amaroo (57.9%) and the lowest proportion are in Ngunnawal
(31.4%).

Communication
skills and general
knowledge domain:
(Child can tell a story,
communicate with
adults and children)

• 4.6% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Ngunnawal (5.8%) and the
lowest proportion are in Nicholls (3.5%).
• There are 48.9% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Palmerston (65.7%) and the lowest proportion are in Ngunnawal
(37.9%).

Vulnerable on one
or more domain
(Children who are
below the AEDI cut
off on one or more
domains)

• Overall there are 14.7% of children vulnerable on one or more domains.
• The highest proportion of children vulnerable are in Ngunnawal (23.3%) and the lowest
proportion are in Amaroo (9.2%).

Performing well on
one or more domain
(Children who are in
the top 25%)

• Overall there are 74.9% of children performing well on one or more domains.
• The highest proportion of children performing well are in Palmerston (83.6%) and the
lowest proportion are in Ngunnawal (62.1%).

Australian Early Development Index: Building Better Communities for Children
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COMMUNITY PROFILE

Northern & Far Western Region SA
Background information
The communities of the North and Far Western Region are situated in rural and remote South Australia from
Whyalla in the south to the northern border of the state. The region is one of seven country regions in South
Australia, covering a geographical area of approximately 757,000 square kilometres. The residential population
of the area is 51,475, with 5,384 children aged 0-6 years. The leadership and coordination for the AEDI Project
was undertaken by the Northern and Far West Regional Health Service. The following table provides summary
information about the AEDI in the Northern and Far West Region.
Northern and Far Western Region
Number of schools participating

25

Proportion of eligible schools

85%

Number of participating teachers

51

Number of participating children

515

Proportion of children with English as a
second language

13.2%

Proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children

22.4%

Proportion of children developmentally vulnerable on
one or more domains of the AEDI

Source: AEDI Communities Data 2004 and 2005
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Summary of AEDI ﬁndings
Physical health
and wellbeing
domain:
(Child is healthy,
independent, ready
each day)

• 10.7% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in the Leigh Creek area (21.1%)
and the lowest proportion are in Whyalla (6.5%).
• There are 33% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in the Roxby Downs area (51.1%) and the lowest proportion are in
Port Augusta (16.7%).

Social competence
and wellbeing
domain:
(Child plays, gets
along with others
and shares, is selfconﬁdent)

• 16.2% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Port Augusta (22.2%) and the
lowest proportion are in the Roxby Downs area (2.2%).
• There are 11.8% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Whyalla (12.6%) and the lowest proportion are in the Leigh
Creek area (10.5%).

Emotional maturity
domain:
(Child is able to
concentrate, help
others, is patient, not
aggressive or angry)

• 9.2% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in the Leigh Creek area (21.1%)
and the lowest proportion are in the Roxby Downs area (0%).
• There are 16.7% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Whyalla (20.9%) and the lowest proportion are in the Leigh
Creek area (0%).

Language and
cognitive skills
domain:
(Child is interested
in reading and
writing, can count
and recognise
numbers, shapes)

• 14.3% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in the Coober Pedy area (18.2%)
and the lowest proportion are in the Roxby Downs area (11.1%).
• There are 18.6% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in the Roxby Downs area (31.1%) and the lowest proportion are in
Port Augusta (5.6%).

Communication
skills and general
knowledge domain:
(Child can tell a story,
communicate with
adults and children)

• 10.9% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in the Leigh Creek area (26.3%)
and the lowest proportion are in the Roxby Downs area (4.4%).
• There are 21.4% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in the Roxby Downs area (26.7%) and the lowest proportion are in
the Coober Pedy area (14.7%).

Vulnerable on one
or more domain
(Children who are
below the AEDI cut
off on one or more
domains)

• Overall there are 31.9% of children vulnerable on one or more domains.
• The highest proportion of children vulnerable are in Port Augusta (43.1%) and the
lowest proportion are in the Roxby Downs area (15.6%).

Performing well on
one or more domain
(Children who are in
the top 25%)

• Overall there are 50% of children performing well on one or more domains.
• The highest proportion of children performing well are in the Roxby Downs area
(66.7%) and the lowest proportion are in Port Augusta (32.6%).
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COMMUNITY PROFILE

Broadmeadows & surrounds VIC
Background information
The community of Broadmeadows is located in the southern corridor of Hume City, approximately 16 kilometres
north of the central business district of Melbourne. The residential population of the area is 65,068 with 4,248
children aged 0-5 years. AEDI data were collected across a number of suburbs in the Broadmeadows area. The
leadership and coordination for the AEDI Project was undertaken by Broadmeadows Uniting Care which is the
facilitating partner for Communities for Children (an Australian Government (FaCS) funded initiative) and is also
a Victorian State Government Best Start community. The following table provides summary information about the
AEDI in the Broadmeadows area.
Broadmeadows and surrounds
Number of schools participating

20

Proportion of eligible schools

92%

Number of participating teachers

37

Number of participating children

629

Proportion of children with English as a
second language

44.3%

Proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children

1.8%

Proportion of children developmentally vulnerable on
one or more domains of the AEDI

Source: AEDI Communities Data 2004 and 2005
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Summary of AEDI ﬁndings
Physical health
and wellbeing
domain:
(Child is healthy,
independent, ready
each day)

• 11.5% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Coolaroo (19.5%) and the
lowest proportion are in Westmeadows (2%).
• There are 37.5% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Attwood (61.5%) and the lowest proportion are in Meadow
Heights (27.6%).

Social competence
and wellbeing
domain:
(Child plays, gets
along with others
and shares, is selfconﬁdent)

• 19.6% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Dallas (33.3%) and the lowest
proportion are in Meadow Heights (13.1%).
• There are 19.2% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Attwood (34.6%) and the lowest proportion are in Meadow
Heights (11%).

Emotional maturity
domain:
(Child is able to
concentrate, help
others, is patient, not
aggressive or angry)

• 13.6% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Glenroy (20.9%) and the
lowest proportion is are Westmeadows (6%).
• There are 16.9% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Coolaroo (26.8%) and the lowest proportion are in Meadow
Heights (11%).

Language and
cognitive skills
domain:
(Child is interested
in reading and
writing, can count
and recognise
numbers, shapes)

• 15% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Campbellﬁeld (29.6%) and the
lowest proportion are in Westmeadows (2%).
• There are 20.6% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Attwood (73.1%) and the lowest proportion are in Meadow
Heights (8.3%).

Communication
skills and general
knowledge domain:
(Child can tell a story,
communicate with
adults and children)

• 27.9% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Campbellﬁeld (40.7%) and the
lowest proportion are in Attwood (7.7%).
• There are 22.7% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Westmeadows (46%) and the lowest proportion are in
Broadmeadows (16.9%).

Vulnerable on one
or more domain
(Children who are
below the AEDI cut
off on one or more
domains)

• Overall there are 41% of children vulnerable on one or more domains.
• The highest proportion of children vulnerable are in Coolaroo (53.7%) and the lowest
proportion are in Westmeadows (18%).

Performing well on
one or more domain
(Children who are in
the top 25%)

• Overall there are 51.5% of children performing well on one or more domains.
• The highest proportion of children performing well are in Westmeadows (80%) and the
lowest proportion are in Dallas (38.1%).
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COMMUNITY PROFILE

City of Bayside VIC
Background information
The City of Bayside is located approximately 8 kilometres south of the central business district of Melbourne.
Bayside covers an area of 37 square kilometres and is noted for the quality of its residential areas, beaches and
coastline, parks, sporting facilities and retail villages. The residential population of the area is 92,000, with 6,048
children aged 0-6 years. AEDI data were collected across some suburbs within the municipality. The leadership
and coordination for the AEDI Project was undertaken by the Bayside City Council. The following table provides
summary information about the AEDI in the Bayside area.
City of Bayside
Number of schools participating

11

Proportion of eligible schools

65%

Number of participating teachers

30

Number of participating children

574

Proportion of children with English as a
second language

4%

Proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children

1%

Proportion of children developmentally vulnerable on
one or more domains of the AEDI

Source: AEDI Communities Data 2004 and 2005
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Summary of AEDI ﬁndings
Physical health
and wellbeing
domain:
(Child is healthy,
independent, ready
each day)

• 1.7% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Highett (4.4%) and the lowest
proportion are in Brighton (0.9%).
• There are 61.1% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Brighton (68.5%) and the lowest proportion are in Highett
(46.7%).

Social competence
and wellbeing
domain:
(Child plays, gets
along with others
and shares, is selfconﬁdent)

• 2.6% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Black Rock (6.2%) and the
lowest proportion are in Brighton (1.7%).
• There are 47.5% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Brighton (54.9%) and the lowest proportion are in Gardenvale
(30.8%).

Emotional maturity
domain:
(Child is able to
concentrate, help
others, is patient, not
aggressive or angry)

• 2.8% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Black Rock (7.5%) and there
are a number of areas with no vulnerable children.
• There are 41.5% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Brighton (49.1%) and the lowest proportion are in Moorabbin
(32.4%).

Language and
cognitive skills
domain:
(Child is interested
in reading and
writing, can count
and recognise
numbers, shapes)

• 1.8% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Black Rock (3.7%) and there
are a number of areas with no vulnerable children.
• There are 45.7% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Brighton (52.3%) and the lowest proportion are in Moorabbin
(32.4%).

Communication
skills and general
knowledge domain:
(Child can tell a story,
communicate with
adults and children)

• 2.4% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Highett (6.7%) and the lowest
proportion are in Black Rock (1.2%).
• There are 59% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Brighton (66%) and the lowest proportion are in Highett (42.2%).

Vulnerable on one
or more domain
(Children who are
below the AEDI cut
off on one or more
domains)

• Overall there are 7.7% of children vulnerable on one or more domains.
• The highest proportion of children vulnerable are in Black Rock (12.2%) and the lowest
proportion are in Gardenvale (3.8%).

Performing well on
one or more domain
(Children who are in
the top 25%)

• Overall there are 84.3% of children performing well on one or more domains.
• The highest proportion of children performing well are in Gardenvale (88.5%) and the
lowest proportion are in Brighton East (79.8%).
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COMMUNITY PROFILE

City of Greater Geelong VIC
Background information
The City of Greater Geelong is located approximately 75 kilometres south west of the central business district of
Melbourne. It is Victoria’s largest regional city and Australia’s eleventh largest urban centre, covering a geographic
area of 1,240 square kilometres. The residential population of the area is 200,067 with 16,876 children aged 0-6
years. AEDI data were collected across the entire area. The leadership and coordination for the AEDI Project was
undertaken by the Greater Geelong City Council. The following table provides summary information about the
AEDI in the Greater Geelong area.
City of Greater Geelong
Number of schools participating

57

Proportion of eligible schools

77%

Number of participating teachers

117

Number of participating children

2,135

Proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children

1.1%

Proportion of children with English as a
second language

1.7%

Proportion of children developmentally vulnerable on
one or more domains of the AEDI

Source: AEDI Communities Data 2004 and 2005
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Summary of AEDI ﬁndings
Physical health
and wellbeing
domain:
(Child is healthy,
independent, ready
each day)

• 5.3% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Geelong North (12%) and
there are a number of areas with no vulnerable children.
• There are 51.5% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Lovely Banks (81.3%) and the lowest proportion are in
Newcomb (32.6%).

Social competence
and wellbeing
domain:
(Child plays, gets
along with others
and shares, is selfconﬁdent)

• 6.6% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Whittington (18.8%) and there
are a number of areas with no vulnerable children.
• There are 35.5% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Drysdale (64.3%) and the lowest proportion are in Bell Post Hill
(9.3%).

Emotional maturity
domain:
(Child is able to
concentrate, help
others, is patient, not
aggressive or angry)

• 6.5% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Breakwater (36.4%) and there
are a number of areas with no vulnerable children.
• There are 27% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in St Albans Park (48%) and the lowest proportion are in Bell Post
Hill (7%).

Language and
cognitive skills
domain:
(Child is interested
in reading and
writing, can count
and recognise
numbers, shapes)

• 4.9% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Whittington (28.1%) and there
are a number of areas with no vulnerable children.
• There are 46.1% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Barwon Heads (77.6%) and the lowest proportion are in Norlane
(26.3%).

Communication
skills and general
knowledge domain:
(Child can tell a story,
communicate with
adults and children)

• 7.7% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Bell Post Hill (25.6%) and
there are a number of areas with no vulnerable children.
• There are 44.2% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Drysdale (78.6%) and the lowest proportion are in Breakwater
(18.2%).

Vulnerable on one
or more domain
(Children who are
below the AEDI cut
off on one or more
domains)

• Overall there are 17.1% of children vulnerable on one or more domains.
• The highest proportion of children vulnerable are in Breakwater (45.5%) and the lowest
proportion are in Newtown (3.4%).

Performing well on
one or more domain
(Children who are in
the top 25%)

• Overall there are 72.9% of children performing well on one or more domains.
• The highest proportion of children performing well are in Clifton Springs (92.3%) and
the lowest proportion are in Bell Post Hill (51.2%).
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COMMUNITY PROFILE

East Gippsland VIC
Background information
The East Gippsland community is located in the far east of Victoria, with the gateway to the region – Bairnsdale
– situated 280 kilometres from Melbourne. East Gippsland is a large geographic area covering 20,931 square
kilometres. The residential population of the area is 38,028 with 2,147 children aged 0-4 years. East Gippsland is
an Australian Government Department of Family and Community Services funded Communities for Children site.
The leadership and coordination for the AEDI Project was undertaken by Kilmany Uniting Care in collaboration with
the Victorian Department of Education and Training - Gippsland Region. The following table provides summary
information about the AEDI in the East Gippsland area.
East Gippsland
Number of schools participating

31

Proportion of eligible schools

94%

Number of participating teachers

47

Number of participating children

518

Proportion of children with English as a
second language

0.8%

Proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children

9.5%

Proportion of children developmentally vulnerable on
one or more domains of the AEDI

Source: AEDI Communities Data 2004 and 2005
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Summary of AEDI ﬁndings
Physical health
and wellbeing
domain:
(Child is healthy,
independent, ready
each day)

• 10% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in the Lindenow area (13.3%)
and the lowest proportion are in the Nicholson/Metung area (4.3%).
• There are 47.4% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in the Paynesville area (58.8%) and the lowest proportion are in
the Lakes Entrance area (36.6%).

Social competence
and wellbeing
domain:
(Child plays, gets
along with others
and shares, is selfconﬁdent)

• 11.3% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in the Lakes Entrance area
(22%) and the lowest proportion are in the Paynesville area (5.9%).
• There are 29.2% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in the Paynesville area (41.2%) and the lowest proportion are in
Mallacoota/Cann River (0%).

Emotional maturity
domain:
(Child is able to
concentrate, help
others, is patient, not
aggressive or angry)

• 9.1% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Mallacoota/Cann River
(17.6%) and the lowest proportion are in the Paynesville area (3%).
• There are 22.4% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in the Nicholson/Metung area (28.6%) and the lowest proportion
are in Mallacoota/Cann River (5.9%).

Language and
cognitive skills
domain:
(Child is interested
in reading and
writing, can count
and recognise
numbers, shapes)

• 8% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Mallacoota/Cann River
(17.6%) and the lowest proportion are in the Lindenow area (0%).
• There are 48.5% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in the Nicholson/Metung area (73.9%) and the lowest proportion
are in Mallacoota/Cann River (23.5%).

Communication
skills and general
knowledge domain:
(Child can tell a story,
communicate with
adults and children)

• 9.1% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in the Lakes Entrance area
(13.4%) and the lowest proportion are in Mallacoota/Cann River (0%).
• There are 41.3% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in the Paynesville area (55.9%) and the lowest proportion are in
the Lindenow area (20%).

Vulnerable on one
or more domain
(Children who are
below the AEDI cut
off on one or more
domains)

• Overall there are 24% of children vulnerable on one or more domains.
• The highest proportion of children vulnerable are in the Lakes Entrance area (32.9%)
and the lowest proportion are in the Paynesville area (14.7%).

Performing well on
one or more domain
(Children who are in
the top 25%)

• Overall there are 67.7% of children performing well on one or more domains.
• The highest proportion of children performing well are in the Lindenow area (80%) and
the lowest proportion are in Mallacoota/Cann River (52.9%).

Australian Early Development Index: Building Better Communities for Children

25

COMMUNITY PROFILE

Maribyrnong City Council VIC
Background information
The City of Maribyrnong is located 5 kilometres west of the central business district of Melbourne. The City of
Maribyrnong is 31.2 square kilometres and is one of the smallest and most densely populated municipalities in the
region. The residential population of the area is 60,000, with 5,235 children aged 0-6 years. The leadership and
coordination for the AEDI Project was undertaken by the Best Start Partnership, City of Maribyrnong. The following
table provides summary information about the AEDI in the City of Maribyrnong area.
Maribyrnong
Number of schools participating

15

Proportion of eligible schools

Number of participating teachers

41

Number of participating children

Proportion of children with English as a
second language

36.7%

Proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children

100%
597
0.8%

Proportion of children developmentally vulnerable on
one or more domains of the AEDI

Source: AEDI Communities Data 2004 and 2005
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Summary of AEDI ﬁndings
Physical health
and wellbeing
domain:
(Child is healthy,
independent, ready
each day)

• 10.1% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Braybrook (25.4%) and the
lowest proportion are in Seddon (2.6%).
• There are 35.3% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Seddon (56.4%) and the lowest proportion are in Maidstone
(18%).

Social competence
and wellbeing
domain:
(Child plays, gets
along with others
and shares, is selfconﬁdent)

• 11.5% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Braybrook (23.8%) and the
lowest proportion are in Footscray (3.5%).
• There are 29.7% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Seddon (53.8%) and the lowest proportion are in Braybrook
(9.5%).

Emotional maturity
domain:
(Child is able to
concentrate, help
others, is patient, not
aggressive or angry)

• 9.4% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Braybrook (23.8%) and the
lowest proportion are in Seddon (2.6%).
• There are 21.9% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Seddon (48.7%) and the lowest proportion are in Braybrook
(7.9%).

Language and
cognitive skills
domain:
(Child is interested
in reading and
writing, can count
and recognise
numbers, shapes)

• 11.8% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Braybrook (30.2%) and there
are a number of areas with no vulnerable children.
• There are 35.8% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Yarraville (59%) and the lowest proportion are in Maribyrnong
(10.7%).

Communication
skills and general
knowledge domain:
(Child can tell a story,
communicate with
adults and children)

• 20% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Braybrook (50.8%) and the
lowest proportion are in Seddon (5.1%).
• There are 35.8% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Seddon (59%) and the lowest proportion are in Braybrook
(12.7%).

Vulnerable on one
or more domain
(Children who are
below the AEDI cut
off on one or more
domains)

• Overall there are 33.2% of children vulnerable on one or more domains.
• The highest proportion of children vulnerable are in Braybrook (63.5%) and the lowest
proportion are in Seddon (15.4%).

Performing well on
one or more domain
(Children who are in
the top 25%)

• Overall there are 64.4% of children performing well on one or more domains.
• The highest proportion of children performing well are in Seddon (82.1%) and the
lowest proportion are in Braybrook (38.1%).
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COMMUNITY PROFILE

Mornington Peninsula Shire VIC
Background information
The Mornington Peninsula Shire is located approximately 50 kilometres south east of the central business district
of Melbourne. The Shire covers an area of 720 square kilometres and is a mixture of urban areas, resort towns,
tourist development and rural land. The residential population of the area is 140,000 and increases to 200,000 in
peak season. The population of children aged 0-6 years who live in the Shire is 11,158. AEDI data were collected
across the entire municipality. The leadership and coordination for the AEDI Project was undertaken by the
Mornington Peninsula Shire. The following table provides summary information about the AEDI in the Mornington
Peninsula area.
Mornington Peninsula Shire
Number of schools participating

31

Proportion of eligible schools

94%

Number of participating teachers

72

Number of participating children

1,428

Proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children

0.6%

Proportion of children with English as a
second language

0.6%

Proportion of children developmentally vulnerable on
one or more domains of the AEDI

Source: AEDI Communities Data 2004 and 2005
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Summary of AEDI ﬁndings
Physical health
and wellbeing
domain:
(Child is healthy,
independent, ready
each day)

• 5.2% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in McCrae (12%) and there are a
number of areas with no vulnerable children.
• There are 45.9% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in the Rye area (66.2%) and the lowest proportion are in the
Hastings area (25.3%).

Social competence
and wellbeing
domain:
(Child plays, gets
along with others
and shares, is selfconﬁdent)

• 6.9% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in the Hastings area (19.8%) and
there are a number of areas with no vulnerable children.
• There are 35.4% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Bittern (56.8%) and the lowest proportion are in the Hastings
area (22%).

Emotional maturity
domain:
(Child is able to
concentrate, help
others, is patient, not
aggressive or angry)

• 6.2% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in the Hastings area (15.4%) and
there are a number of areas with no vulnerable children.
• There are 27.6% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Bittern (51.4%) and the lowest proportion are in Baxter/
Somerville (16.4%).

Language and
cognitive skills
domain:
(Child is interested
in reading and
writing, can count
and recognise
numbers, shapes)

• 5.2% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in the Hastings area (16.5%) and
there are a number of areas with no vulnerable children.
• There are 38.2% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in the Red Hill area (62.5%) and the lowest proportion are in Bittern
(13.5%).

Communication
skills and general
knowledge domain:
(Child can tell a story,
communicate with
adults and children)

• 6.5% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Tootgarook (16.7%) and the
lowest proportion are in Mt Eliza (0%).
• There are 47.1% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Mt Eliza (73.3%) and the lowest proportion are in the Merricks
area (25%).

Vulnerable on one
or more domain
(Children who are
below the AEDI cut
off on one or more
domains)

• Overall there are 17.5% of children vulnerable on one or more domains.
• The highest proportion of children vulnerable are in the Hastings area (37.4%) and the
lowest proportion are in Crib Point (3.3%).

Performing well on
one or more domain
(Children who are in
the top 25%)

• Overall there are 71.4% of children performing well on one or more domains.
• The highest proportion of children performing well are in Mt Eliza (87%) and the lowest
proportion are in the Hastings area (48.4%).
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COMMUNITY PROFILE

Wyndham City Council VIC
Background information
The City of Wyndham is located in Melbourne’s outer south -west, between 12 and 45 kilometres from the Central
Business District. The city covers a geographical area of 541 square kilometres. The residential population of
the area was 87,141 in 2001, and is expected to reach approximately 118,563 in 2006. The 0-4 year population
is expected to reach 8,954 in 2006. AEDI data were collected across the entire municipality. The leadership
and coordination for the AEDI Project was undertaken by Wyndham City Council. The following table provides
summary information about the AEDI in the City of Wyndham.
Wyndham City Council
Number of schools participating

25

Proportion of eligible schools

96%

Number of participating teachers

100

Number of participating children

1,681

Proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children

0.2%

Proportion of children with English as a
second language

11.1%

Proportion of children developmentally vulnerable on
one or more domains of the AEDI

Source: AEDI Communities Data 2004 and 2005
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Summary of AEDI ﬁndings
Physical health
and wellbeing
domain:
(Child is healthy,
independent, ready
each day)

• 6.1% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Wyndham Vale (8%) and the
lowest proportion are in Sanctuary Lakes (0%).
• There are 44.5% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Truganina (66.7%) and the lowest proportion are in Little River
(23.5%).

Social competence
and wellbeing
domain:
(Child plays, gets
along with others
and shares, is selfconﬁdent)

• 10.5% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Little River (23.5%) and the
lowest proportion are in Wyndham Vale (5.1%).
• There are 26.5% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Tarneit (30.8%) and the lowest proportion are in Little River
(5.9%).

Emotional maturity
domain:
(Child is able to
concentrate, help
others, is patient, not
aggressive or angry)

• 6.7% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Werribee South (13.3%) and
the lowest proportion are in Sanctuary Lakes (0%).
• There are 25.4% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Tarneit (29.7%) and the lowest proportion are in Little River
(11.8%).

Language and
cognitive skills
domain:
(Child is interested
in reading and
writing, can count
and recognise
numbers, shapes)

• 7.7% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Little River (23.5%) and the
lowest proportion are in Truganina (0%).
• There are 31.6% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Truganina (41.7%) and the lowest proportion are in Little River
(17.6%).

Communication
skills and general
knowledge domain:
(Child can tell a story,
communicate with
adults and children)

• 10.3% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Little River (35.3%) and the
lowest proportion are in Truganina (0%).
• There are 37.5% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Werribee (45.2%) and the lowest proportion are in Little River
(11.8%).

Vulnerable on one
or more domain
(Children who are
below the AEDI cut
off on one or more
domains)

• Overall there are 21.6% of children vulnerable on one or more domains.
• The highest proportion of children vulnerable are in Little River (41.2%) and the lowest
proportion are in Sanctuary Lakes (16.7%).

Performing well on
one or more domain
(Children who are in
the top 25%)

• Overall there are 67.4% of children performing well on one or more domains.
• The highest proportion of children performing well are in Truganina (79.2%) and the
lowest proportion are in Little River (41.2%).
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COMMUNITY PROFILE

Yarra Ranges VIC
Background information
The Shire of Yarra Ranges is located in outer metropolitan Melbourne between 30 and 110 kilometres east of
the central business district. With an area of almost 2,500 square kilometres, the Shire is the largest of any outer
metropolitan council in the state of Victoria. The residential population of the area is 140,000 with 9,687 children
aged 0-4 years. AEDI data were collected from a number of dispersed townships located in the Upper Yarra area.
The leadership and coordination for the AEDI Project was undertaken by the Yarra Ranges Best Start, Shire of
Yarra Ranges. The following table provides summary information about the AEDI in the Yarra Ranges area.
Yarra Ranges
Number of schools participating

10

Proportion of eligible schools

Number of participating teachers

16

Number of participating children

Proportion of children with English as a
second language

0%

Proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children

100%
262
4.2%

Proportion of children developmentally vulnerable on
one or more domains of the AEDI

Source: AEDI Communities Data 2004 and 2005
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Summary of AEDI ﬁndings
Physical health
and wellbeing
domain:
(Child is healthy,
independent, ready
each day)

• 4.6% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Millgrove/Wesburn (17.4%)
and there are a number of areas with no vulnerable children.
• There are 55% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in the Yarra Junction area (80%) and the lowest proportion are in
Millgrove/Wesburn (34.8%).

Social competence
and wellbeing
domain:
(Child plays, gets
along with others
and shares, is selfconﬁdent)

• 2.5% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Millgrove/Wesburn (4.3%) and
there are a number of areas with no vulnerable children.
• There are 36.6% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in the Launching Place area (61.3%) and the lowest proportion are
in the Warburton area (22.2%).

Emotional maturity
domain:
(Child is able to
concentrate, help
others, is patient, not
aggressive or angry)

• 4.2% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Millgrove/Wesburn (17.4%)
and there are a number of areas with no vulnerable children.
• There are 27.3% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in the Launching Place area (54.8%) and the lowest proportion are
in Millgrove/Wesburn (8.7%).

Language and
cognitive skills
domain:
(Child is interested
in reading and
writing, can count
and recognise
numbers, shapes)

• 2.5% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Millgrove/Wesburn (8.7%) and
the lowest proportion are in the Launching Place area (0%).
• There are 42% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in the Warburton area (55.6%) and the lowest proportion are in the
Launching Place area (19.4%).

Communication
skills and general
knowledge domain:
(Child can tell a story,
communicate with
adults and children)

• 4.2% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Millgrove/Wesburn (21.7%)
and there are a number of areas with no vulnerable children.
• There are 50% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in the Launching Place area (61.3%) and the lowest proportion are
in Milgrove/Wesburn (30.4%).

Vulnerable on one
or more domain
(Children who are
below the AEDI cut
off on one or more
domains)

• Overall there are 11.3% of children vulnerable on one or more domains.
• The highest proportion of children vulnerable are in Millgrove/Wesburn (39.1%) and the
lowest proportion are in the Launching Place area (0%).

Performing well on
one or more domain
(Children who are in
the top 25%)

• Overall there are 77.7% of children performing well on one or more domains.
• The highest proportion of children performing well are in the Yarra Junction area
(83.3%) and the lowest proportion are in Millgrove/Wesburn (65.2%).
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COMMUNITY PROFILE

Armadale WA
Background information
The community of Armadale is located at the southern end of the south east corridor of Perth, 25 kilometres from
the central business district. It has a relatively young population, with a high proportion of children and young
people compared to the State and Perth metropolitan averages. The population in the City of Armadale was
estimated at 54,000 in 2000, and the number of children aged 0-4 years was estimated at 3,640 in 2001. Armadale
is an Australian Government (FaCS) funded Communities for Children site. The leadership and coordination for
the AEDI Project was undertaken by the Early Years Network and Communities for Children. The following table
provides summary information about the AEDI in the Armadale area.
Armadale
Number of schools participating

18

Proportion of eligible schools

90%

Number of participating teachers

33

Number of participating children

681

Proportion of children with English as a
second language

1.5%

Proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children

7.9%

Proportion of children developmentally vulnerable on
one or more domains of the AEDI

Source: AEDI Communities Data 2004 and 2005
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Summary of AEDI ﬁndings
Physical health
and wellbeing
domain:
(Child is healthy,
independent, ready
each day)

• 11.2% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Westﬁeld (24.4%) and the
lowest proportion are in Mt Nasura (0%).
• There are 29.2% of children performing well in Armadale. The highest proportion of
children performing well are in Bedfordale (42.1%) and the lowest proportion are in
Westﬁeld (24.4%).

Social competence
and wellbeing
domain:
(Child plays, gets
along with others
and shares, is selfconﬁdent)

• 14.6% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Westﬁeld (23.4%) and the
lowest proportion are in Roleystone (6.8%).
• There are 21.1% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Kelmscott (30.4%) and the lowest proportion are in Bedfordale
(15.8%).

Emotional maturity
domain:
(Child is able to
concentrate, help
others, is patient, not
aggressive or angry)

• 10.9% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Westﬁeld (21.8%) and the
lowest proportion are in Bedfordale (5.3%).
• There are 15.2% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Forrestdale and Kelmscott (17.4%) and the lowest proportion
are in Bedfordale (5.3%).

Language and
cognitive skills
domain:
(Child is interested
in reading and
writing, can count
and recognise
numbers, shapes)

• 20% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Brookdale (31.4%) and the
lowest proportion are in Mt Nasura (7.1%).
• There are 4.5% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Roleystone (8.2%) and there are a number of areas with no
children performing well.

Communication
skills and general
knowledge domain:
(Child can tell a story,
communicate with
adults and children)

• 10.7% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Westﬁeld (20.3%) and the
lowest proportion are in Forrestdale (0%).
• There are 30% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Roleystone (38.4%) and the lowest proportion are in Brookdale
(11.4%).

Vulnerable on one
or more domain
(Children who are
below the AEDI cut
off on one or more
domains)

• Overall there are 33.7% of children vulnerable on one or more domains.
• The highest proportion of children vulnerable are in Brookdale (48.6%) and the lowest
proportion are in Mt Nasura (21.4%).

Performing well on
one or more domain
(Children who are in
the top 25%)

• Overall there are 49.3% of children performing well on one or more domains.
• The highest proportion of children performing well are in Forrestdale (60.9%) and the
lowest proportion are in Brookdale (34.3%).
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COMMUNITY PROFILE

Bridgetown-Manjimup WA
Background information
Bridgetown is located in the centre of the South-West of Western Australia, 969 kilometres from Perth. The
Shire of Bridgetown-Greenbushes covers an area of 1,691 square kilometres. The residential population of the
area is 4,175, with 333 children aged 0-6 years. Manjimup is located 301 kilometres south of Perth. The Shire
of Manjimup is the largest Shire in the South-West of Western Australia, covering 7,028 square kilometres. The
residential population of the area is 10,030, with 833 children aged 0-6 years. The leadership and coordination
for the AEDI Project was undertaken by the Warren Blackwood Education Ofﬁce. The following table provides
summary information about the AEDI in the Bridgetown-Manjimup area.
Bridgetown-Manjimup
Number of schools participating

5

Proportion of eligible schools

Number of participating teachers

10

Number of participating children

144

Proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children

7%

Proportion of children with English as a
second language

0.7%

100%

Proportion of children developmentally vulnerable on
one or more domains of the AEDI

Source: AEDI Communities Data 2004 and 2005
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Summary of AEDI ﬁndings
Physical health
and wellbeing
domain:
(Child is healthy,
independent, ready
each day)

• 6.6% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Bridgetown (7.9%) and the
lowest proportion are in Manjimup (6.3%).
• There are 50.4% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Manjimup (55.2%) and the lowest proportion are in Bridgetown
(34.2%).

Social competence
and wellbeing
domain:
(Child plays, gets
along with others
and shares, is selfconﬁdent)

• 5.1% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Manjimup (7.3%) and there
are no vulnerable children in Bridgetown.
• There are 30.7% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Manjimup (30.2%) and the lowest proportion are in Bridgetown
(28.9%).

Emotional maturity
domain:
(Child is able to
concentrate, help
others, is patient, not
aggressive or angry)

• 2.9% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Manjimup (3.1%) and the
lowest proportion are in Bridgetown (2.6%).
• There are 29.2% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Bridgetown (36.8%) and the lowest proportion are in Manjimup
(25%).

Language and
cognitive skills
domain:
(Child is interested
in reading and
writing, can count
and recognise
numbers, shapes)

• 7.5% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Manjimup (9.6%) and the
lowest proportion are in Bridgetown (2.7%).
• There are 17.2% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Manjimup (23.4%) and there are no vulnerable children in
Bridgetown.

Communication
skills and general
knowledge domain:
(Child can tell a story,
communicate with
adults and children)

• 5.8% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Manjimup (8.3%) and there
are no vulnerable children in Bridgetown.
• There are 46.7% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Bridgetown (50%) and the lowest proportion are in Manjimup
(46.9%).

Vulnerable on one
or more domain
(Children who are
below the AEDI cut
off on one or more
domains)

• Overall there are 13.9% of children vulnerable on one or more domains.
• The highest proportion of children vulnerable are in Manjimup (14.6%) and the lowest
proportion are in Bridgetown (9.4%).

Performing well on
one or more domain
(Children who are in
the top 25%)

• Overall there are 69.3% of children performing well on one or more domains.
• The highest proportion of children performing well are in Manjimup (70.8%) and the
lowest proportion are in Bridgetown (63.2%).
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Central Great Southern Area WA
Background information
The Central Great Southern area is situated to the south east of Perth, with the central town being Katanning,
which is located 277 kilometres from Perth. It is made up of nine rural shires spread over 18,090 square
kilometres. The residential population of the area is 9,946 with 883 children aged 0-4 years. The leadership and
coordination for the AEDI Project was undertaken by ‘A Smart Start’, Central Great Southern. The following table
provides summary information about the AEDI in the Central Great Southern area.
Central Great Southern Area
Number of schools participating

14

Proportion of eligible schools

88%

Number of participating teachers

14

Number of participating children

210

Proportion of children with English as a
second language

4.8%

Proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children

16.2%

Proportion of children developmentally vulnerable on
one or more domains of the AEDI

Source: AEDI Communities Data 2004 and 2005
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Summary of AEDI ﬁndings
Physical health
and wellbeing
domain:
(Child is healthy,
independent, ready
each day)

• 9.6% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Nyabing (17.2%) and the
lowest proportion are in Frankland (0%).
• There are 39.1% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Frankland (72.1%) and the lowest proportion are in Nyabing
(17.2%).

Social competence
and wellbeing
domain:
(Child plays, gets
along with others
and shares, is selfconﬁdent)

• 5.6% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Tambellup (17.6%) and the
lowest proportion are in Katanning (2.9%).
• There are 32.5% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Frankland (53.5%) and the lowest proportion are in Nyabing
(17.2%).

Emotional maturity
domain:
(Child is able to
concentrate, help
others, is patient, not
aggressive or angry)

• 9.1% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Tambellup (29.4%) and the
lowest proportion are in Katanning (0%).
• There are 18.8% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Katanning (22.9%) and the lowest proportion are in Tambellup
(11.8%).

Language and
cognitive skills
domain:
(Child is interested
in reading and
writing, can count
and recognise
numbers, shapes)

• 24.9% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Cranbrook (39.5%) and the
lowest proportion are in Frankland (14%).
• There are 7.1% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Katanning (12.9%) and there are a number of areas with no
children performing well.

Communication
skills and general
knowledge domain:
(Child can tell a story,
communicate with
adults and children)

• 9.1% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Katanning (14.3%) and the
lowest proportion are in Frankland (0%).
• There are 38.6% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Frankland (65.1%) and the lowest proportion are in Tambellup
(17.6%).

Vulnerable on one
or more domain
(Children who are
below the AEDI cut
off on one or more
domains)

• Overall there are 32% of children vulnerable on one or more domains.
• The highest proportion of children vulnerable are in Cranbrook (47.4%) and the lowest
proportion are in Frankland (20.9%).

Performing well on
one or more domain
(Children who are in
the top 25%)

• Overall there are 56.3% of children performing well on one or more domains.
• The highest proportion of children performing well are in Frankland (88.4%) and the
lowest proportion are in Tambellup (29.4%).
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COMMUNITY PROFILE

East Metropolitan Perth WA
AEDI data were collected in three communities: East Metropolitan suburbs, Mirrabooka and Ashdale.

Background information
The East Metropolitan community covers approximately one third of the Perth metropolitan area and has a
residential population of 238,231 people. There is an estimated 18,631 children aged 0-6 years in the area. AEDI
data were collected in the sections of Swan and West Coast Education Districts that lie inside the boundaries of
the former East Metropolitan Health Region in Perth. The leadership and coordination for the AEDI Project was
undertaken by the East Metropolitan Population Health Unit, Department of Health.
The Mirrabooka community is located directly north of Perth. The residential population of the area is nearly
30,000 with 3,000 children aged 0-6 years. Mirrabooka and surrounds is an Australian Government (FaCS) funded
Communities for Children site and the leadership and coordination for the AEDI Project was undertaken by the
Communities for Children facilitating partners, The Smith Family.
The Ashdale community lies approximately 19 kilometres north east of the central business district of Perth and
forms part of the City of Wanneroo - Northeast which has a residential population of 19,509, including 4,558
children aged 0-14 years. The leadership and coordination for the AEDI Project was undertaken by Ashdale
Primary School, Department of Education and Training. The following table provides summary information about
the AEDI in East Metropolitan Perth.
East Metropolitan Perth
Number of schools participating

62

Proportion of eligible schools

85%

Number of participating teachers

112

Number of participating children

2,402

Proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children

6.3%

Proportion of children with English as a
second language

9.6%

Proportion of children developmentally vulnerable on
one or more domains of the AEDI

Source: AEDI Communities Data 2004 and 2005
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Summary of AEDI ﬁndings
Physical health
and wellbeing
domain:
(Child is healthy,
independent, ready
each day)

• 7.4% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Balga (19%) and there are a
number of areas with no vulnerable children.
• There are 43.9% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Darlington (86.4%) and the lowest proportion are in Midvale
(21.1%).

Social competence
and wellbeing
domain:
(Child plays, gets
along with others
and shares, is selfconﬁdent)

• 7.3% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Mount Helena (19.6%) and
there are a number of areas with no vulnerable children.
• There are 28.6% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Sawyers Valley (64.3%) and the lowest proportion are in Midland
(11.1%).

Emotional maturity
domain:
(Child is able to
concentrate, help
others, is patient, not
aggressive or angry)

• 7.2% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Middle Swan (21.4%) and
there are a number of areas with no vulnerable children.
• There are 18.6% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Darlington (40.9%) and the lowest proportion are in Westminster
(5.7%).

Language and
cognitive skills
domain:
(Child is interested
in reading and
writing, can count
and recognise
numbers, shapes)

• 13.5% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Westminster (50%) and there
are a number of areas with no vulnerable children.
• There are 15.4% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Chidlow (64%) and there are a number of areas with no children
performing well.

Communication
skills and general
knowledge domain:
(Child can tell a story,
communicate with
adults and children)

• 9.7% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Highgate (31.6%) and there
are a number of areas with no vulnerable children.
• There are 37.8% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Sawyers Valley (100%) and the lowest proportion are in Muchea
(16.7%).

Vulnerable on one
or more domain
(Children who are
below the AEDI cut
off on one or more
domains)

• Overall there are 25.5% of children vulnerable on one or more domains.
• The highest proportion of children vulnerable are in Westmister (63.9%) and the lowest
proportion are in Sawyers Valley (0%).

Performing well on
one or more domain
(Children who are in
the top 25%)

• Overall there are 62.6% of children performing well on one or more domains.
• The highest proportion of children performing well are in Sawyers Valley (100%) and
the lowest proportion are in Mirrabooka (34.5%).
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COMMUNITY PROFILE

Gosnells WA
Background information
The community of Gosnells is located in the south east metropolitan region of Perth. The residential population
of the city is 85,000 with 7,670 children aged 0-6 years. The leadership and coordination for the AEDI Project
was undertaken by the City of Gosnells and the Gosnells Early Years Action Group. The following table provides
summary information about the AEDI in the Gosnells area.
Gosnells
Number of schools participating

15

Proportion of eligible schools

68%

Number of participating teachers

33

Number of participating children

657

Proportion of children with English as a
second language

9%

Proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children

4.7%

Proportion of children developmentally vulnerable on
one or more domains of the AEDI

Source: AEDI Communities Data 2004 and 2005
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Summary of AEDI ﬁndings
Physical health
and wellbeing
domain:
(Child is healthy,
independent, ready
each day)

• 7.6% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Maddington (18.8%) and the
lowest proportion are in Canning Vale (3.9%).
• There are 34.8% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Huntingdale (40.4%) and the lowest proportion are in Canning
Vale (27.5%).

Social competence
and wellbeing
domain:
(Child plays, gets
along with others
and shares, is selfconﬁdent)

• 12.6% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Maddington (35.9%) and the
lowest proportion are in Thornlie (9.2%).
• There are 24.2% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Thornlie (28.7%) and the lowest proportion are in Gosnells
(17.6%).

Emotional maturity
domain:
(Child is able to
concentrate, help
others, is patient, not
aggressive or angry)

• 7.5% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Maddington (21.9%) and the
lowest proportion are in Langford (1.9%).
• There are 29.2% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Maddington (29.7%) and the lowest proportion are in Gosnells
(14.2%).

Language and
cognitive skills
domain:
(Child is interested
in reading and
writing, can count
and recognise
numbers, shapes)

• 10.2% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Langford (25%) and the lowest
proportion are in Canning Vale (2%).
• There are 15.3% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Thornlie (24.7%) and the lowest proportion are in Langford
(7.1%).

Communication
skills and general
knowledge domain:
(Child can tell a story,
communicate with
adults and children)

• 9.4% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Langford (19.6%) and the
lowest proportion are in Huntingdale (4.2%).
• There are 32% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Huntingdale (37.9%) and the lowest proportion are in Langford
(26.8%).

Vulnerable on one
or more domain
(Children who are
below the AEDI cut
off on one or more
domains)

• Overall there are 26.3% of children vulnerable on one or more domains.
• The highest proportion of children vulnerable are in Maddington (46.9%) and the
lowest proportion are in Canning Vale (17.6%).

Performing well on
one or more domain
(Children who are in
the top 25%)

• Overall there are 54.1% of children performing well on one or more domains.
• The highest proportion of children performing well are in Thornlie (63.2%) and the
lowest proportion are in Canning Vale (45.1%).
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Greater Bunbury Region WA
Background information
AEDI data were collected in two communities in the Greater Bunbury Region: Collie and the Greater Bunbury area.
The Collie community is the second largest inland town in Western Australia and is 60 kilometres from the nearest
large regional centre and 220 kilometres south of Perth. The residential population of the area is just under
10,000, with 750 children aged 0-6 years living in the area. AEDI data were collected across the community. The
leadership and coordination for the AEDI Project was undertaken by the Wilson Park Primary School, Department
of Education and Training.
The Greater Bunbury community is located 175 kilometres south of Perth. It consists of four neighbouring shires
(Shires of Capel, Dardanup, Harvey and Bunbury City Council) with a total population of 71,600. The geographic
region of the area is 139 square kilometres. The estimated number of children aged 0-6 years in the Greater
Bunbury Region is 4,674. The leadership and coordination for the AEDI Project was undertaken by Investing in
Our Youth Inc. The following table provides summary information about the AEDI in the Greater Bunbury Region.
Greater Bunbury Region
Number of schools participating

36

Proportion of eligible schools

82%

Number of participating teachers

58

Number of participating children

1,025

Proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children

5.5%

Proportion of children with English as a
second language

2.4%

Proportion of children developmentally vulnerable on
one or more domains of the AEDI

Source: AEDI Communities Data 2004 and 2005
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Summary of AEDI ﬁndings
Physical health
and wellbeing
domain:
(Child is healthy,
independent, ready
each day)

• 7.1% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Bunbury South (18.2%) and
there are a number of areas with no vulnerable children.
• There are 38% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Harvey (62.9%) and the lowest proportion are in Brunswick
Junction (4.8%).

Social competence
and wellbeing
domain:
(Child plays, gets
along with others
and shares, is selfconﬁdent)

• 6.1% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Brunswick Junction (33.3%)
and there are a number of areas with no vulnerable children.
• There are 32.3% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Picton (52.9%) and the lowest proportion are in Carey Park
(5.7%).

Emotional maturity
domain:
(Child is able to
concentrate, help
others, is patient, not
aggressive or angry)

• 6.3% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Picton (17.6%) and there are a
number of areas with no vulnerable children.
• There are 21.1% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Picton (35.3%) and the lowest proportion are in Glen Iris (0%).

Language and
cognitive skills
domain:
(Child is interested
in reading and
writing, can count
and recognise
numbers, shapes)

• 12.4% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Carey Park (34.6%) and the
lowest proportion are in Glen Iris (0%).
• There are 8.4% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Donnybrook (35.6%) and there are a number of areas with no
children performing well.

Communication
skills and general
knowledge domain:
(Child can tell a story,
communicate with
adults and children)

• 6.9% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Brunswick Junction (23.8%)
and the lowest proportion are in Capel (2.7%).
• There are 41% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Boyanup (52.2%) and the lowest proportion are in Dardanup
(15.6%).

Vulnerable on one
or more domain
(Children who are
below the AEDI cut
off on one or more
domains)

• Overall there are 21.5% of children vulnerable on one or more domains.
• The highest proportion of children vulnerable are in Brunswick Junction (52.4%) and
the lowest proportion are in Boyanup (13%).

Performing well on
one or more domain
(Children who are in
the top 25%)

• Overall there are 62.4% of children performing well on one or more domains.
• The highest proportion of children performing well are in Harvey (74.2%) and the
lowest proportion are in Carey Park (24.5%).
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COMMUNITY PROFILE

Kalgoorlie/Boulder WA
Background information
The Kalgoorlie/Boulder community is located 600 kilometres east of Perth. Kalgoorlie/Boulder is a mining
community and covers a geographic area of approximately 96,000 square kilometres. The residential population
of the area is 30,000, with 7,426 children aged 0-14 years. AEDI data were collected across the entire area.
The leadership and coordination for the AEDI Project was undertaken by O’Connor Primary School, Department
of Education and Training on behalf of the Kalgoorlie Early Years Strategy Group. The following table provides
summary information about the AEDI in the Kalgoorlie/Boulder area.
Kalgoorlie/Boulder
Number of schools participating

10

Proportion of eligible schools

Number of participating teachers

23

Number of participating children

Proportion of children with English as a
second language

4.3%

Proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children

100%
516
10.3%

Proportion of children developmentally vulnerable on
one or more domains of the AEDI

Source: AEDI Communities Data 2004 and 2005
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Summary of AEDI ﬁndings
Physical health
and wellbeing
domain:
(Child is healthy,
independent, ready
each day)

• 5.2% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Lamington/Piccadilly (8.1%)
and the lowest proportion are in Hannans and Boulder (3.8%).
• There are 52.1% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Hannans (71.8%) and the lowest proportion are in Lamington/
Piccadilly (40.5%).

Social competence
and wellbeing
domain:
(Child plays, gets
along with others
and shares, is selfconﬁdent)

• 4.2% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in South Kalgoorlie (8.3%) and
the lowest proportion are in Boulder (0%).
• There are 33.1% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Somerville (45.5%) and the lowest proportion are in Lamington/
Piccadilly (29.7%).

Emotional maturity
domain:
(Child is able to
concentrate, help
others, is patient, not
aggressive or angry)

• 3.8% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in O’Connor (7.4%) and the
lowest proportion are in Somerville (0%).
• There are 27.5% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Boulder (32.4%) and the lowest proportion are in O’Connor
(24.7%).

Language and
cognitive skills
domain:
(Child is interested
in reading and
writing, can count
and recognise
numbers, shapes)

• 10.1% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Kalgoorlie (12.1%) and the
lowest proportion are in Hannans (2.6%).
• There are 6.5% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Somerville (9.1%) and the lowest proportion are in Hannans
(0%).

Communication
skills and general
knowledge domain:
(Child can tell a story,
communicate with
adults and children)

• 4.8% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Kalgoorlie (7%) and the lowest
proportion are in Hannans (0%).
• There are 48.5% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Lamington/Piccadilly (59.5%) and the lowest proportion are in
Boulder (45.3%).

Vulnerable on one
or more domain
(Children who are
below the AEDI cut
off on one or more
domains)

• Overall there are 17.1% of children vulnerable on one or more domains.
• The highest proportion of children vulnerable are in Lamington/Piccadilly (18.9%) and
the lowest proportion are in Hannans (12.8%).

Performing well on
one or more domain
(Children who are in
the top 25%)

• Overall there are 68.8% of children performing well on one or more domains.
• The highest proportion of children performing well are in Hannans (87.2%) and the
lowest proportion are in Lamington/Piccadilly (62.2%).
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COMMUNITY PROFILE

North Western Australia WA
AEDI data were collected in three communities in North Western Australia: Kalbarri, Carnarvon and the Murchison
Region.

Background information
Kalbarri is a coastal town in the Northampton Shire, located 612 kilometres north of Perth. The residential population
of the area is 1,300 with 100 children aged 0-6 years. During the main tourist season, the population increases to at
least 10,000. The leadership and coordination for the AEDI Project was undertaken by the Kalbarri 0-5 team.
The Carnarvon community is located approximately 1,000 kilometres north of Perth. The residential population
of Carnarvon is 9,152 with 1,728 children aged 0-14 years. AEDI data were collected from Carnarvon, Exmouth
and Denham. The leadership and coordination for the AEDI Project was undertaken by the Gascoyne Population
Health Unit and the Carnarvon Shire Early Years Strategy.
The Murchison Region is located at least 500 kilometres north of Perth close to the geographical centre of Western
Australia. It is a large geographical area covering approximately 314,566 square kilometres, encompassing 5 small
mining towns. The residential population of the area is 5,149 with 315 children aged 0-6 years. The leadership and
coordination for the AEDI Project was undertaken by the Western Australia Country Health Service, Murchison
District. The following table provides summary information about the AEDI in North Western Australia.
North Western Australia
Number of schools participating

13

Proportion of eligible schools

93%

Number of participating teachers

15

Number of participating children

222

Proportion of children with English as a
second language

14.2%

Proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children

31.1%

Proportion of children developmentally vulnerable on
one or more domains of the AEDI

Source: AEDI Communities Data 2004 and 2005
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Summary of AEDI ﬁndings
Physical health
and wellbeing
domain:
(Child is healthy,
independent, ready
each day)

• 9.4% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in the Murchison region (17.5%)
and the lowest proportion are in Denham (0%).
• There are 42.1% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Exmouth (60%) and the lowest proportion are in the Murchison
region (30%).

Social competence
and wellbeing
domain:
(Child plays, gets
along with others
and shares, is selfconﬁdent)

• 5.5% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in the Murchison region (11.9%)
and the lowest proportion are in Kalbarri (3.6%).
• There are 26.4% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Exmouth (68%) and the lowest proportion are in the Murchison
region (7.7%).

Emotional maturity
domain:
(Child is able to
concentrate, help
others, is patient, not
aggressive or angry)

• 7% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in the Murchison region (23.1%)
and the lowest proportion are in Denham (0%).
• There are 12.4% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Exmouth (48%) and the lowest proportion are in Kalbarri (0%).

Language and
cognitive skills
domain:
(Child is interested
in reading and
writing, can count
and recognise
numbers, shapes)

• 15.4% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Kalbarri (25%) and the lowest
proportion are in Denham (0%).
• There are 16.4% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Exmouth (76%) and there are a number of areas with no
children performing well.

Communication
skills and general
knowledge domain:
(Child can tell a story,
communicate with
adults and children)

• 6.5% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in the Murchison region (17.9%)
and there are a number of areas with no vulnerable children.
• There are 42.5% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Exmouth (68%) and the lowest proportion are in the Murchison
region (30.8%).

Vulnerable on one
or more domain
(Children who are
below the AEDI cut
off on one or more
domains)

• Overall there are 24.8% of children vulnerable on one or more domains.
• The highest proportion of children vulnerable are in the Murchison region (37.5%) and
the lowest proportion are in Denham (0%).

Performing well on
one or more domain
(Children who are in
the top 25%)

• Overall there are 57.4% of children performing well on one or more domains.
• The highest proportion of children performing well are in Denham (85.7%) and the
lowest proportion are in the Murchison region (40%).
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COMMUNITY PROFILE

Gold Coast QLD
Background information
AEDI data were collected in two communities in the Gold Coast area: the Gold Coast and the Kingston, Loganlea
and Waterford West community.
The Gold Coast community is deﬁned by its three Community Renewal sites: Beenleigh/Eagleby, Varsity Lakes
and Labrador. Together these areas have a residential population of 36,000, with 7,548 children aged 0-14 years.
Beenleigh and Eagleby are located in Gold Coast North, approximately 35 kilometres from Brisbane, while Varsity
Lakes and Labrador are located in Gold Coast South. The leadership and coordination for the AEDI Project was
undertaken by the Gold Coast Public Health Unit.
The community of Kingston, Loganlea and Waterford West have a residential population of 22,617 with around
a quarter of the population children aged 0-14 years. Kingston, Loganlea and Waterford West is an Australian
Government (FaCS) funded Communities for Children site. The leadership and coordination for the AEDI Project
was undertaken by the Communities for Children facilitating partner, Salvation Army Lifeworks Centre. The
following table provides summary information about the AEDI in the Gold Coast area.
Gold Coast
Number of schools participating

26

Proportion of eligible schools

80%

Number of participating teachers

100

Number of participating children

2,110

Proportion of Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander children

2.1%

Proportion of children with English as a
second language
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Proportion of children developmentally vulnerable on
one or more domains of the AEDI

Source: AEDI Communities Data 2004 and 2005
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COMMUNITY PROFILE

Gold Coast QLD

(continued)

Summary of AEDI ﬁndings
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Physical health
and wellbeing
domain:
(Child is healthy,
independent, ready
each day)

• 7.2% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Loganlea (19.3%) and there
are a number of areas with no vulnerable children.
• There are 41.7% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Burleigh Waters (69.9%) and the lowest proportion are in
Helensvale (11.8%).

Social competence
and wellbeing
domain:
(Child plays, gets
along with others
and shares, is selfconﬁdent)

• 11.3% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Loganlea (38.6%) and there
are a number of areas with no vulnerable children.
• There are 32.3% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Coolangatta (66.7%) and the lowest proportion are in Helensvale
(11.8%).

Emotional maturity
domain:
(Child is able to
concentrate, help
others, is patient, not
aggressive or angry)

• 11.2% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Elanora (23%) and there are a
number of areas with no vulnerable children.
• There are 20.9% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Burleigh Waters (57.1%) and the lowest proportion are in
Oxenford (0%).

Language and
cognitive skills
domain:
(Child is interested
in reading and
writing, can count
and recognise
numbers, shapes)

• 7.1% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Oxenford (21.4%) and there
are a number of areas with no vulnerable children.
• There are 49.4% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Main Beach-Broadwater (75%) and the lowest proportion are in
Labrador (30.8%).

Communication
skills and general
knowledge domain:
(Child can tell a story,
communicate with
adults and children)

• 10.8% of the children are considered developmentally vulnerable. The highest
proportion of developmentally vulnerable children are in Loganlea (28.1%) and there
are a number of areas with no vulnerable children.
• There are 37.9% of children performing well. The highest proportion of children
performing well are in Miami (66.7%) and the lowest proportion are in Eagleby (15.7%).

Vulnerable on one
or more domain
(Children who are
below the AEDI cut
off on one or more
domains)

• Overall there are 24.3% of children vulnerable on one or more domains.
• The highest proportion of children vulnerable are in Loganlea (50.9%) and the lowest
proportion are in Hope Island (0%).

Performing well on
one or more domain
(Children who are in
the top 25%)

• Overall there are 68.5% of children performing well on one or more domains.
• The highest proportion of children performing well are in Parkwood (89.5%) and the
lowest proportion are in Eagleby (89.5%).
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Explanation of the AEDI domains
The following table provides an explanation of the AEDI domains and a proﬁle of children who would be
considered to be developmentally performing well or vulnerable.
Children “performing well”

Children “developmentally vulnerable”

Physical health and wellbeing
Physical readiness for
school day

Never or almost never experience being dressed
inappropriately for school activities, and do not
come to school tired, late or hungry.

Have at least sometimes experienced coming
unprepared for school by being dressed
inappropriately, coming to school late, hungry, or
tired.

Physical independence

Are independent regarding their own needs, have
an established hand preference, are well coordinated, and do not suck a thumb/ﬁnger.

Range from those who have not developed one
of the three skills (independence, handedness,
coordination) and/or suck a thumb to those who
have not developed any of the skills and suck a
thumb.

Gross and ﬁne motor
skills

Have an excellent ability to physically tackle the
school day and have excellent or good gross and
ﬁne motor skills.

Range from those who have an average ability
to perform skills requiring gross and ﬁne motor
competence and good or average overall energy
levels, to those who have poor ﬁne and gross
motor skills, poor overall energy levels and
physical skills.

Social knowledge and competence
Overall social
competence

Excellent or good overall social development, very
good ability to get along with other children and
play with various children, usually cooperative and
self-conﬁdent.

Have average to poor overall social skills, low selfconﬁdence and are rarely able to play with various
children and interact cooperatively.

Responsibility and
respect

Always or most of the time show respect for others,
and for property, follow rules and take care of
materials, accept responsibility for actions, and
show self-control.

Only sometimes or never accept responsibility for
actions, show respect for others and for property,
demonstrate self-control, and are rarely able to
follow rules and take care of materials.

Approaches to learning

Always or most of the time work neatly,
independently, and solve problems, follow
instructions and class routines, easily adjust to
changes

Only sometimes or never work neatly,
independently, are rarely able to solve problems,
follow class routines and do not easily adjust to
changes in routines.

Readiness to explore new
things

Are curious about the surrounding world, and are
eager to explore new books, toys and games.

Only sometimes or never show curiosity about the
world, and are rarely eager to explore new books,
toys and games.

Prosocial and helping
behaviour

Often show helping behaviours including helping
someone hurt, sick or upset, offering to help
spontaneously, and invite bystanders to join in.

Never or almost never show most of the helping
behaviours including helping someone hurt, sick or
upset, offering to help spontaneously, and inviting
bystanders to join in.

Anxious and fearful
behaviour

Rarely or never show anxious behaviours, who
are happy and able to enjoy school, and are
comfortable being left at school by their caregivers.

Often show most of the anxious behaviours;
they could be worried, unhappy, nervous, sad or
excessively shy, indecisive; and they can be upset
when left at school.

Aggressive behaviour

Rarely or never show aggressive behaviours and
who do not use aggression as a means of solving a
conﬂict, do not have temper tantrums, and are not
mean to others.

Often show most of the aggressive behaviours;
they get into physical ﬁghts, kick or bite others,
take other people’s things, are disobedient or have
temper tantrums.

Hyperactivity and
inattention

Never show hyperactive behaviours and who are
able to concentrate, settle to chosen activities, wait
their turn, and most of the time think before doing
something.

Often show most of the hyperactive behaviours;
they could be restless, distractible, impulsive; they
ﬁdget and have difﬁculty settling to activities.

Emotional Maturity
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Children “performing well”

Children “developmentally vulnerable”

Language and cognitive development
Basic literacy

Have all the basic literacy skills including how to
handle a book, are able to identify some letters and
attach sounds to some letters, show awareness of
rhyming words, know the writing directions, and are
able to write their own name.

Do not have most of the basic literacy skills; they
have problems with identifying letters or attaching
sounds to them, rhyming, may not know the writing
directions and even how to write own name.

Interest in literacy/
numeracy and memory

Show interest in books and reading, maths and
numbers, and have no difﬁculty with remembering
things.

May not show interest in books and reading, or
maths and number games, or both, and may have
difﬁculty remembering things.

Advanced literacy

Have at least half of the advanced literacy skills
such as reading simple words or sentences, and
writing simple words or sentences.

Have only up to one of the advanced literacy
skills; who cannot read or write simple words or
sentences, and rarely write voluntarily.

Basic numeracy

Have all the basic numeracy skills and can count
to 20, recognise shapes and numbers, compare
numbers, sort and classify, use one-to-one
correspondence, and understand simple time
concepts.

Have marked difﬁculty with numbers, cannot count,
compare or recognise numbers, may not be able
to name all the shapes and may have difﬁculty with
time concepts.

Communication skills and general knowledge
Communication skills and
general knowledge

Have excellent or very good communication skills
and can communicate easily and effectively,
can participate in story-telling or imaginative
play, articulate clearly, show adequate general
knowledge, and are proﬁcient in their ﬁrst
language.

Can range from being average to very poor in
effective communication, may have difﬁculty
in participating in games involving the use of
language, may be difﬁcult to understand and/or
have difﬁculty in understanding others; may show
little general knowledge and may have difﬁculty
with their ﬁrst language.
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Definition of Terms
Australian Early Development Index (AEDI)

A population measure of young children’s development
based on a teacher-completed checklist (the AEDI
checklist). The ﬁve developmental domains that are
measured are:
• Physical health and wellbeing
• Social competence
• Emotional maturity
• Language and cognitive skills
• Communication skills and general knowledge.
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AEDI Checklist

The teacher-completed checklist which consists of
over 100 questions measuring the ﬁve developmental
domains.

AEDI cut off

Each domain in the AEDI has a cut off. Children below
this cut off are considered to be developmentally
vulnerable compared to all the children across
Australia who have participated in the AEDI Project
(AEDI population).

Developmentally vulnerable

Children who score below the AEDI cut-off are
classiﬁed as “developmentally vulnerable” (or
developmentally “at risk”). This means that these
children demonstrate a much lower than average
ability in the skills measured in that domain.

Children performing well

Children who score in the top 25% of the domain.

EDI

The Canadian Early Development Instrument.
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