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Newcastle hospital
treats the aged in 
their own homes

A rem arkable m edico-social experim ent 
in N ew castle, N SW , is arousing considerable 
interest in medical circles. The schem e pro­
vides hospital-type attention  for patients, 
m ostly  pensioners, in their ow n homes.
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Many of the world’s largest city 
councils are busy about housing

Compared w ith  great centred cities of the world M elbourne 
surprisingly lacks any direct interest or activ ity  in the housing  
question. H ousing in this part of the world is either a purely 
private venture or an activ ity  undertaken by the S tate G overnm ent.

In America, Canada, Europe and Asia, how ever, municipal 
councils take the greatest interest in housing the population, and 
particularly in redevelopm ent schem es which w ill maintain a 
solid population near the central heart of the m etropolis.

Melbourne so far, has 
satisfied itself with making 
by-laws about houses and 
flats and one excursion in­
to the development of liv­
ing accommodation for el­
derly people.

Each succeeding census 
has shown that the popu­
lation resident within the 
city of Melbourne is falling 
while the population of the 
inner surburban areas sur­
rounding the city has also 
shown a continuous de­
cline.

MULTI STOREY FLATS
In 1952-3 the London 

County Council spent near­
ly £14 million on housing, 
between 15 and 20 per cent 
of which was a charge 
against the rate income of 
the council. The council 
obtained a little over £2 
million from the British 
government by way of 
grants-in-aid. The County 
Council’s activity in hous­
ing has resulted in huge 
blocks of multi-storey hous­
ing being developed in Lon­
don as well as outer-sub- 
urban schemes designed to 
cater for population which 
cannot be fitted into the 
central areas.

In Toronto the metropol­
itan council maintains a 
Housing Authority which 
shares with the State Gov­
ernment the responsibility 
of making available cheap 
loans, or guaranteeing fin­
ance to prospective home 
owners.

•  Continued on page 2

T he new  project is  under the direction of 
Dr. R. M, Gibson, Royal N ew castle H ospital 
staff physician, w ho told the Sydney “Sun,” 
“W e could probably em pty cne-third of NSW  
hospital beds by this service.”
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•  Under our modern hire purchase system you can have a washing machine and 
almost any other gadget without deposit, and “on the easiest of easy terms,” 
A silver-tongued salesman will deliver the gadget and demonstrate it—even do 
your washing for you if you ask him nicely. But when housing is rotten and 
even the basic facilities do not exist—where do you put the gadget? Homes without 
deposit could provide the answer.

The NSW Hospitals 
Commission gave New­
castle permission to start 
the scheme late in 1954.

Patients stay at home. 
They get the attention of 
their family doctor ,but al­
so have access to the hos­
pital’s medical experts, al­
moner service nursing vis­
its, occupational therapy and 
to a wide range of hospital 
equipment.

Hospital beds, bed lift­
ing devices, wheelchairs, 
crutches, mattresses, blan­
kets and so on are provided 
-— even washing machines 
and housekeepers to clean, 
wash, iron, shop and cook.

Patients’ families, often 
for long disinterested in the 
old people, help again once 
they see someone else lend­
ing a hand. Some results 
have been quite dramatic. 
Improvements in mental 
health and outlook have 
shown how much despon­
dency brings on ills of the 
aged.

As Dr. Gibson wrote in 
the “Australian Medical 
Journal,” ‘The disorientated 
the vegetative, the depres­
sed, the non co-operative 
patient becomes a member 
of a familiar social group 
and plays his part in fam­
ily life and in the life of 
the community.’

The Newcastle scheme is 
costing the hospital an av­
erage of £2 /1/4  a week per 
patient. To care for them 
in hospital would cost £35 
a week. The programme 
now plans budget and diet 
advice to Newcastle’s pen­
sioners.

The significance of the 
scheme is seen in the fact 
that 34 per cent of Sydney 
Hospital patients are pen­
sioners. Most of these peo­
ple could have been spared 
a spell in hospital and the 
hospitals spared badly need­
ed accommodation.
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Big cities spend 

heavily on flats
9  From page 1

Chicago also has a Hous­
ing Authority — a district 
municipal corporation which 
is eligible to receive state, 
federal and local funds.

In the three years 1953 
to 1955 Cologne spent 26.7 
million D. marks on hous­
ing schemes. The city main­
tains a residential building 
office which handles the 
usual applications for per­
mits, approval for designs 
and inspections of finished 
buildings, and which goes 
on to deal with finance for 
building.

The Tokyo metropoli­
tan council spent 7.1 per 
cent of its total income on 
housing schemes in 1956, 
while the city of Osaka 
spent 5.1 per cent of its 
income in the same way. 
The building of municipal 
dwelling houses is financed 
by government approved 
loans.

SLUM CLEARANCE
Manchester’s municipal 

housing committee has been 
active in the housing field 
for many years. The Min­
istry of Housing and Local 
Government makes avail­
able a grant of £16/10/- 
per annum for sixty years 
for every house built by 
the corporation. Manches­
ter City Council has been 
responsible for large slum 
clearance schemes and the 
development of satellite 
towns — notably Wythen- 
shawe, an area of 5,500 
acres across the River Mer­
sey. Last year Manchester 
spent £1,500,000 on govern­
ment assisted housing 
schemes and £95,000 on 
non-assisted schemes.

Fourteen-storey flats have 
been developed by the Jo­
hannesburg City Council as 
part of its housing devel­
opments.

Housing forms one of 
the city’s twenty-two de­
partments and is super- 
visled by a Director of 
Housing. Johannesburg’s 
housing department is the 
largest in South Africa and 
accounts for an expenditure 
of nearly £2 million per 
annum.

Compelling reasons have 
driven the great city muni­
cipal corporations into the 
housing field. Uppermost 
has been the presence of 
badly planned disease- and 
crime-ridden slum areas' 
providing a standard of 
housing which has revolted 
decent citizens.

Compared with Mel­
bourne the slums of over­
seas cities are more exten­
sive and much more den­
sely populated. In most

| T A t I T i

NOW! ED ITO R IA L
COMMONWEALTH SILENT ON 

PENSIONS PROPOSAL
It seem s that there is a pact of silence  

betw een C om m onwealth political parties on  
the question of special allow ances for pen­
sioners w hose needs cannot be m et by the  
flat rate age  pension.

The Com monwealth G overnm ent has 
made no com m ent on its a ttitude to the p ro ­
posals since they w ere first made publicly 
twelve m onths ago by Professor R. I. Dow n­
ing in his booklet “R aising Age Pensions.” 
The B rotherhood of St. Laurence supported 
these proposals in its pam phlet, “ 100,000 D e­
pressed Pensioners,” which aroused w ide­
spread in terest th roughout A ustralia but 
neither the G overnm ent, the A ustralian 
Labor P arty , the Country P arty , nor the 
Dem ocratic Labor P a rty  have indicated their 
a ttitude to  these proposals.

D o th ese representatives of the people 
agree or disagree w ith  com m on sense propo­
sals for special allow ances which w ould lift 
the pressing burden of econom ic hardship 
from  the shoulders of thousands of age pen­
sioner at the cost of a m ere £7 m illion?

No doubt the politicians are considering 
the political implications of the proposals 
which would provide im m ediate relief for 
some 100,000 specially depressed pensioners 
and no ex tra  help for the rem aining 450,000 
pensioners who are not in such g rea t need, 
but the possibility of alienating some voters 
would be a secondary consideration.

Australia’s 100,000 depressed pensioners 
and m illions of other Australians w ho are 
concerned at the plight of som e pensioners 
are entitled to  som e expression of opinion 
from  their political leaders on this urgent 
public question.

cases rebuilding inevitably 
means a reduced popula­
tion.

By contrast Melbourne’s 
slums—though, dilapidated 
and badly planned are re­
markable for their low pop­
ulation density. Rebuilding 
here can mean a greater 
density with much more 
open space light and air.

This is one of the rea­
sons why the Melbourne 
City Council could well af­
ford to be interested in ac­
tive slum reclamation and 
redevelopment. Reb u il t 
slums would bring custom­
ers back near the heart 
of the city and help sup­
port a prosperous rate in­
come.

URBAN SPRAWL
Housing shortage has 

been a chronic complaint 
of overseas cities and mun­
icipalities have joined in the 
battle to relieve overcrowd­
ing and bad living condi­
tions brought about by this 
cause.

Melbourne is reported to 
have a shortage of some­
thing like 12,000 houses, 
but the figure is probably 
much greater if the un­
known factors represented

by doubling up and inac­
tivity due to insufficient bas­
ic finance are added.

Almost all new housing 
— with the exception of 
some Housing Commission 
work and a very small am­
ount of private building— 
is spread around the sprawl­
ing outer boundaries of 
metropolitan Melbourne.

Broad acres, unserviced 
and fresh from the orchard 
poultry farm or vegetable 
growing are becoming the 
new settlements. The result­
ing nightmares of long 
wearying public transport 
journeys to town, or a 
peak period battle on the 
roads soon takes away 
much of the charm of such 
areas.

A third reason for local 
government participation in 
housing has been the neces­
sity for disentangling indus­
try and housing in inner 
areas, and the race to pro­
vide new and better high­
ways and public transport 
facilities to the central 
area. This has meant whole­
sale demolition and — if 
population is to be main­
tained near the city—re­
building schemes.1
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Automation could affect mental
health says scientistDutch study 

show results 
with re-educa­
tion of problem 
families

B ecause the im aginative scientist can n ew  create m echan­
ism s capable of carrying out alm ost any task  by the autom ation  
process the fear is  increasing that an uncontrollable force im perill­
ing society  has been created. In the opinion of Dr. David M orse, 
D irector-G eneral of the International Labour O rganisation, w e  
are in danger of being destroyed by our ow n creations.

ROTTERDAM EXPERIMENT OF 
INTEREST TO SOCIAL WORKERS

W elfare w orkers all over the world have 
closely  fo llow ed a D utch re-educational 
schem e organised by the W elfare Departm ent 
in Rotterdam , in which nine social and socially  
w eak fam ilies w ere taken in hand to see  
w hether they could be rehabilitated to the  
point w here they could m anage their own  
lives.

The families are accom­
modated in specially de­
signed flats and the work 
of re-education is carried 
on by social workers, psy- j 
chologists, p s ychiatrists, j 
ministers of religion, home 
helps, dietitians and group 
workers.

The cultural centre in­
cludes kindergartens, health 
clinic, recreation hall, meet­
ing hall and day nursery.
In a report published re­
cently the director of muni­
cipal welfare in Rotterdam 
describes the progress made 
in the project.

The report begins with 
usual cautionary note that 
applies to all projects of 
this nature.

The key to the labour 
and social impact of auto­
mation and other techno­
logical innovations is the 
rate of speed at which 
they are introduced and at 
which they spread from one 
undertaking, industry and 
area to another and from 
one part of the world to 
another, Mr. Morse de­
clares.

“The highly complex na­
ture of the problem of 
social defectiveness, with its 
many manifestations, ren­
ders the fight against it 
not only laborious and 
often disappointing, and re­
quires a constant applica­
tion of new methods, but 
also induces insiders to 
speak of the results with 
the greatest possible re­
serve.

The more so, as it will 
never be possible to prove

©This control panel with its flickering, coloured lights, 
is the nerve centre of the automatic system at the 
furnaces of a Japanese iron works. In many countries 
similar automatic equipment, requiring only a few 
specialised workers, is taking over production.

re-educational work but al­
so the degree of improve­
ment manifesting itself in 
the families.

The following table gives 
an indication of results in

I the past few years. The 
families were judged ac- 

j cording to a scale divided 
I into five gradations of so- 
c i a 1 behaviour, ranging
from non-re-educationable

how' much grief" has ‘teen j 10 socia11/  normal 
prevented by stemming the j The picture is encourag- 
process of social disinte-! *nS report states, in par- 
gration, and how great an ^cu âr *n regard to the 
amount of expense society j ra!her great number of fam- 
at large has saved by ren- iiics showing gradual im- 
dering timely assistance.” j provement from year to

year.
RESULTS OBTAINED j The ultimate aim of the 
Prolonged experiments project is the re-education 

have resulted in a better of the families to such an 
insight into not only the extent that they can settle 

families
in care improved unaltered deteriorated

1950 403 168 212 23
1951 402 86 275 31
1952 407 49 334 24
1953 400 84 266 50
1954 407 100 274 33
1955 384 68 281 35
1956 351 59 275 17

among other families of a 
socially normal description.

The after-care of famil­
ies leaving the centre for 
another section of the town 
is of primary importance.

©Continued on page 10

Only a few years ago, 
automation was regarded 
as a practical problem for 
the next decade, not this 
one. Things have happened 
faster than most qualified 
observers expected. There 
is a need, therefore to 
study what is happening in 
order to try to anticipate 
and to meet any problems 
that may arise in the labour 
and social field.

Mental health problems 
are likely to arise from 
the fear among employees 
that machines will take 
away their jobs; from the 
fact that automation, like 
ail technological innova­
tions, may create problems 
of re-employment in cer­
tain localities or for cer­
tain groups of workers; 
and from the direct and 
immediate impact t h a t  
automtion may have on 
wages and working condi­
tions and thus on the central 
area of labour-management 
relations.

However, it should not 
be forgotten that automa­
tion, together with atomic 
energy and related techno­
logical developments, have 
given a great impetus to 
the achievement of higher 
labour standards and high­
er living standards and that 
they tend to expedite in­
dustrial growth and social 
progress in the less devel­
oped areas of the world.
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•  W O RLD PO PU L A T IO N  GROW S AT 5,000 P E R  H O U R

Where are we going to put 
all these people?

In the 200,000 years during which, according to paleon­
to logists, m en have inhabited this planet they have grow n to  num ­
ber 2,700,000,000.

In just over 30 m ore years— that is, by the year 1990—  
U nited N ations experts estim ate there w ill be another 2,700,- 
000,000 added.

B y the end of the century, they  say, the world’s population  
m ay be nearly seven  billion. Im agine doubling the world’s  people 
in 39 years! And then irfcreasing them  by nearly half again, in 
the next ten  years!

At th is rate, 600 years from  now —that is, in a period of 
tim e roughly equal to  the span w e  call “m odem  history”— so m any 
people would inhabit our globe that there would be only one 
square m etre (roughly one square yard) of the earth’s surface  
available for them  each to  live on.

Such a thing obviously 
would not be allowed to 
happen; something would 
be done to prevent it. Even 
so, the population growth 
on our globe promises to 
be phenomenal. It will pro­
vide the 20th century with 
several of its most challeng­
ing problems.

Take food. It is hard to 
provide enough to eat for 
the people now on the 
earth. The UN’s Food and 
Agriculture Organisation es­
timates that not one per­
son in a hundred will ever 
in his life have what we 
would consider a square 
meal.

If this is the problem to­
day what will it be in the 
year 2000 when there are 
nearly three times as many 
mouths to feed? It is ob­
vious that farmland is go­
ing to have to be used 
more efficiently; land now 
considered unusable is go­
ing to have to be used; 
and new food sources—for 
example, the ocean—are go­
ing to have to be devel­
oped. Only 7 per cent of 
the world’s surface is now 
considered suitable for 
farming.

But this in turn will re­
quire ideas, not merely in 
the laboratory but in the 
home and in the field. Men 
will have to be willing to 
abandon old methods which 
have been handed down to 
them from their fathers and 
grandfathers. They will 
have to be ready to leave 
worn-out land, however 
deeply they may have be­
come attached to it, and 
move to other, better land 
in different surroundings.

Resettlement and increas­
ing production, in short, 
require capital investment. 
So do irrigation, compost­
ing, manuring, crop rota­
tion, seed improvement, and

9  I t  is estimated that by 
the time President Nas­
ser could get his Aswan 
High Dam built—assum­
ing he started now—the 
population of Egypt 
would have grown so 
much that the wealth the 
dam would produce, dis­
tributed evenly among 
the fellahin, would leave 
them no better off than 
before.

dozens of other methods of 
increasing the yield from 
land. Someone must pro­
vide this capital—and not 
very much of it can come 
from the savings of people 
who already are having a 
hard time ekeing out a live- [ 
lihood.

Take the problem of 
power—that is, the prob­
lem of harnessing matter 
and making it work for 
man. Most of our electric 
power today comes from 
coal, oil, or natural gas, 
burned to produce heat. A 
very small amount (some 
6 per cent) of the power 
comes from falling water. 
The rest comes from burn­
ing such things as wood 
and manure.

All of these sources of 
power, except the falling 
water, are exhaustible. How 
soon they will run out, at 
present rates of consump­
tion, no one is entirely 
sure. But the point is that 
present rates of consump­
tion will not remain static 
—not with the world doubl­
ing and redoubling its pop- 
ulaion.

They would not remain 
static, even if the popula­
tion stayed at the same 
level; you and I are using 
more and more power ev­
ery year—some 3 per cent 
more the statisticians say, 
which means that every 20-

odd years we double the 
amount we use.

So with each person us­
ing more electric power ev­
ery year, and the number 
of people growing by leaps 
and bounds, the convention­
al sources of power may be 
completely run out in al­
together too short a time 
for comfort.

In addition to the prob­
lems of food and power, 
there are hundreds of oth­
er implications of the fact 
that more and more people 
are living on our globe. 
Anyone who has been 
caught on a big-city traffic 
jam knows what popula­
tion means in terms of 
road transportation.

Where are all the auto­
mobiles and trucks and 
buses going to be put? Will 
new highways and bridges 
and tunnels be built fast 
enough and wide enough?

What is going to happen 
to education when many 
schools are now on double 
shifts, when colleges are 
overflowing, when the sup­
ply of competent teachers 
is so limited that many are 
trying to handle 40 and 
more pupils at once? Will 
governments provide ade­
quate new facilities in time?

What of the poor office- 
to-home commuter, who— 
if he is to have a little 
green grass in front of his 
house or apartment—must 
go one, two, or even more 
hours out into the country 
to get it at a price he can 
afford?

9  When an underdeveloped 
country gets started with 
modernisation and indus­
trialisation, a large pop­
ulation can cease to be 
a liability and become 
an asset.
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Population growth 
can be a blessing

How soon will the com­
muter have helicopters, or 
high-speed elevated trains, 
or the individual flying ma­
chines, complete with flap­
ping wings, that the Soviet 
Union says it has built?

When it becomes easier 
for hundreds of thousands 
of additional commuters to 
get into their big-city of­
fices, how big must the 
cities be to accommodate 
them? As cities grow up­
ward and outward, and get 
more crowded, what will 
happen to spots of beauty, 
like parks, casual two-storey 
homes, and national monu­
ments? Must they be sac­
rificed? Cities which can­
not radically improve their 
transportation facilities — 
whose underground foun­
dation is such as to bar 
a subway, for example— 
must look around earnestly 
for ways to avoid being 
choked and suffocated by 
people.

All this suggests that the 
advanced, industrialised 
countries of the world face

peoples of the world are 
going to become relatively 
still poorer, and the richer 
ones richer — with poten­
tially explosive results.

History shows that as a 
people’s standard of living 
improves, the rate of pop­
ulation growth slows down. 
Large families cease to be 
a habit and a necessary 
source of labor for the fields 
men no longer feel they 
must begin with large fam­
ilies because several chil­
dren may not survive.

The underdevel o p e d  
countries of the world can­
not afford to wait until 
they become modem indus­
trialised areas to begin lim­
iting their population 
growth. Egypt is only one 
example. All through Asia 
the story is the same. With 
ojnly about one-fifth the 
world’s land area, Asia al­
ready has more than half 
the world’s population, and 
it is growing at the fastest 
rate.

The average amount of
a formidable challenge. But I cultivated land per person
the problem is by no means 
limited to the well-to-do 
peoples of the earth. On 
the contrary, it is least ur­
gent among these peoples. 
They have the smallest rate 
of population growth.

India’s population, for 
example is expected to 
more than double by the 
turn of the century; Egypt’s 
to more than triple, while 
that of the United States 
will increase only 41 per 
cent, and that of France, 
only 24 per cent.

This means that unless 
some drastic bootstrap-

is substantially less than 
one acre compared with 
four acres in the United 
States, Canada, Australia, 
and New Zealand. Until 
Asia develops the resources 
to support its people, it will 
be folly for it to go on 
multiplying; but India alone 
is expected to have one bil­
lion people by the year 
2000 .

When an underdeveloped 
country gets started with 
modernisation and indust­
rialisation a large popula­
tion can cease to be a lia­
bility and become an as­
set. New factories need

hauling is done, the poorer workers; roads must be
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built, towns and villages 
expanded, frontiers con­
quered. A growing popula- 
ion was an asset to the 
United States in its pioneer 
days.

But the process of eco­
nomic development must be 
under way if more popula­
tion is to help, not hinder. 
If a country is stagnant, its 
poverty grows worse as its 
people multiply.

A number of United Na­
tions agencies is working 
steadily to help solve the 
problems raised by popula­
tion growth. At the core of 
it all a team of 15 people 
on the 31st floor of the 
UN building does nothing 
else but study and report 
population trends and try 
to make intelligent esti­
mates of what will happen 

| in years to come.
The UN population divis­

ion has had to revise its 
previous estimates upward 
—drastically.

The world is increasing 
its population much faster 
than even the experts ex­
pected as recently as four 
years ago.

These figures are of im­
mediate interest to the Food 
and Agriculture Organisa­
tion, which is wrestling 
with ways to increase the 
world’s food supply. They 
are significant to the UN’s 
Educational, Scientific and 
C u 11 u ral Organisation 

j which is concerned with 
school needs, among many 
other things. The figures 
go to the International 
Labor Organisation which 
must watch the world’s 
labor supply and warn of 
unemployment if necessary. 
They are of great import­
ance to all the UN’s many 
organisations dealing with 
economic development.

The whole world will 
benefit if population growth 
can be turned from a curse 
to a blessing. There is no 
doubt whatsoever that this 
can be done. Whether it 
will be done depends on 
the vision and unselfishness 
of men. As the number of 
persons multiplies it is 
bound to become clearer 
that a man is indeed his 
brother’s keeper.
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7A WALL STREET, RICHMOND

FOR THAT

DEPENDABLE QUALITY
With Consistent Fine Flavor! 

Always Ask For

DEMCSIS
“PORK-U-PINE" BRAND 

SMALLGOODS

“AHEAD ON POINTS”

Manufactured by 

DENCH SMALLGOODS PTY. LTD.

53 Puckle St., Moonee Ponds. 

Phone FU 5368. FU5661.
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FIMDLAY & REYNOLDS

PTY. LTD.

M anufacturers of

BATHROOM  FITTING S

D R A F T  AND D U ST  ARRESTO RS

—★ — — ★ —

58-62 BAELLIE STREET

NORTH MELBOURNE

Telephone: FY 2483

IF IT'S GLASS -  WE HAVE IT

Sheet — Polished Plate — Wired 

Figured Rolled — Horticultural 

Heat Resisting — Furniture Tops 

Double Glazed Units — Mirrors 

Replacements

OLIVER DAVEY 
GLASS CO.

PTY . LTD.

92-94 WILLS STREET 
SOUTH MELBOURNE
Telephone: M X  6961

■ ■ ------

PEACE  N E WS

Out modem barley loaves and fishes
By FA T H E R  G. K. TUCK ER

Everyone know s the story of the lad w ho offered tw o  
barley loaves and three sm all fishes to feed  5,000 hungry people.

It is generally accepted that th is sm all am ount o f food w as  
m iraculously m ultiplied so that there w as m ore than sufficient 
for alL It m ay w ell have been, how ever, that m ost of those present 
had their sm all stores o f food and that the unselfish exam ple of 
the lad prompted them  to put all they had into th e  com m on store.

Be this the interpretation 
of the miracle or not, such I 
is the principal on which 
the Food for Peace Cam­
paign works. We are mak­
ing our tiny offerings to 
feed some of the millions 
of the world who cry in 
vain for food. We are 
quite ordinary people with 
little financial resources, 
but we do just what we 
can. We do so with the 
knowledge that at least 
some are less hungry than 
they would have been were 
it not for our efforts. We 
do it too with the hope 
that others may be inspired 
to do likewise.

If all people of goodwill 
in Australia were to do 
just what they could, it 
would mean that not only 
would a large number of 
hungry people be given 
food, but also that those 
hungry people would be 
taken towards that peace 
which the world must have 
if civilisation is to be saved.

We do not minimize the 
valuable work being done 
to promote peace through 
the Colombo Plan and oth­
er such worthwhile efforts. 
But to piany of us it is 
rather remote and does not 
help us to develop much 
personal understanding of 
Asia and Asian problems.

To win a war a nation 
must be geared up for the 
purpose. The same, we be­
lieve, to be true in regard 
to winning peace, which all 
so much desire..

The hope of the Food 
for Peace Campaign is that 
Australia may play the part 
of the lad in the story of 
the loaves and fishes. It 
would not be difficult to 
imagine what a tremendous 
effect such a gesture on our 
part would make on the 
world.

It could well mean the 
taking of a really effective 
step towards a real and 
lasting peace.

I would like to emphasise 
these two points.

One: We can be abso­
lutely assured that we are 
on the right lines—from a 
Christian, Economic and 
International point of view.

Two: That the most 
worthwhile and lasting 
causes have begun in a i 
small way and that the j 
faith and perseverance of 
those concerned are always 
tested.

In our small way we 
are making a challenge to 
Australia. Ours is a tre­
mendous task, but with 
faith and perseverance it 
must succeed.

GET TO KNOW

UNDERSTANDING
OF ASIA

P rofessor M cM ahon 
Ball w ho i s M el­
bourne’s Professor of 
Political Science, said 
recently that Australia  
rarely if ever show s  
understanding of A s­
ian peoples and, on in ­
ternational issues, al­
w ays sides w ith  Lon­
don or W ashington.

Our record would scarce­
ly prove this to be other­
wise. The greater awaken­
ing to the role our geo­
graphic position places up­
on us needs to be multi- 

| plied many times before 
we show sufficient under­
standing of Asia to be able 
to “speak on our own two 
feet.”

NEIGHBOURS
D enis W arner, A us­

tralian journalist, w rit­
ing in ‘The H erald’ tw o
years ago, said the fo l­
low ing, w hich applies 
equally strongly  today.

“More than 1200 million 
men, women and children 
inhabit the lands that lie 
within 24 hours flying time 
of Darwin. How many 
are going to look on us 
as their enemies?

“We must get to know our 
neighbours and help them 
to know us. Asians coming 
to Australia find us not 
nearly so white as we are 
often painted. And Austra­
lians once they overcome 
their fears that every mouth­
ful of Asian food is a step 
towards hospital, discover 

j that Chinese cooks are the 
j best in the world, that 
I Japanese hotels are cleaner 
! than any they have ever 
1 stayed in, that Asian wo­

men are more charming 
and that Asian culture’s 
more fascinating and older 
than anything they encoun­
tered before.

“This business of getting 
to know each other really 
pays dividends.”

Support Food For Recce Campaign
If m ore branches of the Campaign w ere  

started throughout Australia a great deal 
m ore could be achieved. Quite sm all groups 
w orking locally can contribute to the whole.

If you would like infor-, Hughesdale, Victoria, or to 
mation on forming a group the director: Father G. K. 
please write to the honor- Tucker, O.B.E., Brother­
ary secretary: Miss J. Mac- hood of St. Laurence, Car- 
kenzie, 279 Poath Road,i rum Downs, Victoria.
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THERE CAN BE NO LASTING 
PEACE WHILE MILLIONS STARVE

A strik ingly inform ative article appeared 
in the M elbourne “A ge” recently, by N ew - 
rtian R osenthal, hon. secretary of the Aus- 
tralian-A sian Association.

Claim ing that the great aw akening  
am ong A sia’s m asses ‘happened in our tim e,’ 
the article puts the reader’s thoughts onto  
the rails o f realism .
To Asia, writes Newman the world several years

Rosenthal, the first world 
war of 1914 was funda­
mentally a war between the 
whites who, during the 
whole of the 19 th cen­
tury had taken the attitude 
of a race of mankind su­
perior to everything col­
oured. This alleged superi­
ority was not limited to bet­
ter technology and military 
science. It extended to a 
moral superiority by virtue 
of which they would ‘bring 
peace and progress to the 
peoples of Asia,’ and Asia 
which had always been the 
stage for unrest and intem- 
ecing war.

Many Asians had thither­
to accepted the West’s pic­
ture of itself; they envied 
the European his ability to 
live in peace with his neigh­
bours. The war shattered 
all illusions. Its violence 
and destructiveness were 
such as Asia had never 
known. The West lost its 
halo. It no longer represen­
ted for Asia a higher moral 
order.

Australia’s future rela-

ago which said, “There can 
be no lasting peace while 
millions starve.” The state­
ment came of the confer­
ence of the Prime Minis­
ters of the British Com­
monwealth of Nations.

Echoing through the press 
of the world it caught the 
attention and concern of an 
Australian, Father G. K. 
Tucker. It was the chal­
lenge of those words which 
caused him to found the 
FFP Campaign.

The statement is certain­
ly no less challenging to­
day. To anybody who 
thinks about it it is patently 
evident that Australia is a 
well-fed neighbour in a 
geographically ill-fed corner 
of the world.

We either ignore the 
challenge to act as any de­
cent neighbour would and 
offer to share some of our 
own food with them OR < 
we take up the challenge.1

WHAT FFPC DOES
By dint of voluntary con­

tributions from interested 
friends the Campaign reg-

THESE
THE

KILLERS

tionships with the free na-, ularly sends money to a
tions of Asia will be de- Field Liaison representative
termined more by real evi- in India (through the So-
dence of goodwill than by ciety of Friends) who in
a n y  formal assurances, turn passes it to help feed 
however impressive. Rightly l the under-nourished villag­
er wrongly Asian policy j ers of a small settlement in 
towards this country will the Himalayan foothills of j
be decided more by the 
pressure of the sentiments 
of ordinary people than by 
the design of politicians. 
The things, then, that real­
ly matter are the things 
that men and women un­
derstand, the things they 
feel, the things that have 
some intimate contact with 
them and their everyday 
life.

On that very pattern and

Nepal. A close link is 
forged by regular corres­
pondence so that we know 
to what use the money has 
been put.

Indonesian visitor 
at Hawthorn

Mrs. A. Zainu’ddin, 
an Australian w hose  
husband lives in Sum- 

plan of ‘the things that men ! atra, proved a  h ighly
i n t e r  estin g  guest 
speaker at a recent 
m eeting of the H aw  
thorn branch o f  the  
Food for Peace Cam­
paign.

Little sidelights on dom­
esticity in Indonesia were 
of intense interest to the 
womenfolk of the group. 
The type of food household 
equipment and dress. Mrs. 
Zainu’ddin even gave a one- 
woman mannequin parade 
from the national costumes

and women understand1 is 
the Food for Peace Cam­
paign based.

Men and women — and 
children — who know the 
gnawing pangs of hunger, 
understand them all too 
well. They understand, too, 
the international language 
of goodwill when another 
country sends from its own 
store cupboards food to as­
suage those hunger pains.

The Food for Peace Cam­
paign is so called because
a statement was issued to she brought with her.

H eart d isease and 
cancer are not only j 
the largest causes of j 
death in the m ajority j 
of highly d evelop ed ; 
countries, but they are j 
on the increase.

In England and Wales, i 
for example, deaths due to 
cancer in 1947 accounted ( 
for 15.1 per cent of all 
deaths. By 1955 the percen­
tage had risen to 17.6. In 
Denmark the increase was 
from 16.2 in 1947 to 21.8 
in 1955, and in the United 
States from 4.7 to 15.7.

In most of the. highly de­
veloped countries deaths 
from cancer of the respir­
atory system represent a 
growing percentage of all 
deaths due to cancers.

Also deaths from degen­
erative diseases of the heart 
and arteries (the most fre­
quent cause of death in 
North America and most 
of Europe) are increasing.

Among the possible caus­
es is the ageing of the pop­
ulation and consequent 
swelling in the 40-80 age- 
group in which these dis­
eases are most prevalent. 
Also, diagnostic techniques 
have improved, decreasing 
the number of deaths form­
erly attributed to “senility” 
or to “unknown causes.”

#  Tuberculosis
Tuberculosis is killing re­

latively fewer people each 
year. For example, between 
1950 and 1955 death rates 
per 100,000 population 
dropped from 58.1 to 31.1 
in France; from 13.8 to 6.3 
in Denmark; and from 143.6 
to 63.0 in Portugal.

Nevertheless, tuberculosis 
is still the greatest killer of 
all infectious and parasitic 
diseases, and in North Am­
erica, Europe and Australia 
it accounts for three-fourths 
of all deaths from these 
diseases occurring after the 
age of 15.

A considerable change in 
the age distribution of 
deaths from tuberculosis of 
the respiratory system has 
taken place: before World 
War II the majority of vic­
tims were women between 
20 and 30 years of age and 
men between 40 and 55. 
Now, deaths are most num­
erous among people over 
60, women and men alike.

PIANOS
ORGANS

RADIOS
Washing Machines I t  , a- 

Vacuum Cleaners **

Polishers 

Refrigerators

EVERYTHING ELECTRICAL
Manufacturers of "KiLNER" Electronic 

Organ

PIANO TUNING and REPAIRING 
FULL RANGE ELECTRICAL SPARE PARTS

EASY TERMS
No interest if completed in six months

FREDK. KILNER & SONS Pty. Ltd.
799 Burke Road, Camberwell

Established 92 years. Phone: WB1139

By Courtesy of . . .

| .  R .  &  G .  

PTY. HD.

MASTER BUILDERS 

and CONTRACTORS

124 BELL STREET 

EAST PRESTON

/
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With seme? citizens it’s activity that makes the difference
By way of contrast, in 

another part of the Build­
ing, women were happily 
engaged in small groups, 
knitting, sewing, and de­
signing articles for wear. 
It was a cheerful prospect. 
They were accomplishing 
something. The glow on 
their faces was unmistak­
able. It stemmed from the 
fact that they had some­
thing to do.

One, whose dancing days 
must have gone back two 
generations, suddenly sur­
prised the visitors by leap­
ing to her feet, in sheer 
exhilaration, and perform­
ing a few steps to the ac­
companiment of a home­
made tambourine. The oth­
ers looked on, amused.

The lesson in this was 
obvious. Activity makes a 
difference.

MAJORITY ACTIVE
Merely a fraction of re­

tired people go into such 
homes. The great majority 
continued in their regular 
jobs. Often they adopt a 
Spartan economy, forever 
turning off the switch be­
hind the improvident mem­
ber of the family. They 
seek means to save. Other­
wise, they “find nothing to 
do,” and resent it.

Social security, a bles­
sing to millions, gives them 
something to go on. Yet in

B y W A L T E R  W . CUNNING H AM

In the course c f  m y work as a w riter I once had occasion  
to  v isit a “hom e for ageing  people.” A s I entered one w in g  of the  
building I saw  m en and w om en sittin g  around singly  and in  tw os  
and threes, listless, and apparently lost for som ething to  do.

T hey had tired of TV, tired of reading hooks, tired of w an­
dering around the building.

T hey had no com plaint on the score o f  food or lodging. 
B ut they had no occupation. In im agination, one could alm ost see  
scribbled across the w all the w ords; “E verything for the people, 
nothing by them .”

its present form it is only 
a partial answer to retire­
ment. Something is needed 
beyond that.

Samuel Smiles, whose 
study of people and bio­
graphies inspired countless 
thousands in his day, had 
this to say:

“The solid foundations of 
liberty must rest upon in­
dividual character; which 
is also the only sure guar­
antee for social security 
and national progress.”

Of the great army of re­
tired people only a com­
paratively small portion 
continues the activeness 
which has long been a dom­
inant feature of American 
character. Their experien­
ces may briefly be epito­
mized:
Q  An engineer in Lynn, 
Mass., opens a guest house 
in Hampton and delights 
in his new occupation of 
building and renovating

while his wife smoothes 
out the course of the stream 
of visitors, who exchange 
bills for the joys of the
seaside.
@A Long Island banker
puts power tools in his
basement, and embarks on 
a workshop career, fixing 
clocks and mending furn­
iture.
@ An employee of a gas 
company spends his time 
in a boat .with an outboard 
motor, catching crabs in a 
Georgian river.
©A retired professor of
acoustics utilizes the golden 
hours in putting into or­
dinary violins the qualities, 
it is claimed, of a Stradi- 
various.
©One man of culture has 
gone into antiques, and 
finds the hunt for mahog­
any of the Chippendale, 
Hepplewhite, and Sheraton 
eras an engaging occupa­

tion.

® A retired accountant 
helps with income-tax pa­
pers, while a colleague 
keeps books for a small 
manufacturing concern.
©A retired financial edi­
tor whose wife is an ex­
cellent cook, makes a com­
ole te turnabout, and sets 
up a small catering business 

[with his wife doing the 
cooking, while he handles 
the business end. “Of 
course’,’ he said to a friend 
recently, his eyes flashing 
enterprisingly, “we don’t 
like to take on more than 
three parties a week!”

'
WRITING CONSIDERED 

What of the people who 
i turn to writing?

In writing you don’t need 
much to start up business 
—a fountain pen, a pad 
of paper, and a typewriter 
to meet modern demands 

I —provided you “discern 
the infinite suggestiveness

of common things,” and 
have the ability to put 
this across to the reader, 
just as the actor must 
bridge the gap between 
stage and audience. Writing 
keeps one employed and 
does not break in too much 
upon freedom, the precious 
asset of retirement.

People today argue fierce­
ly about retirement. One in­
sists it should be handled 
this way, another that. As 
economic conditions im­
prove, it is coming more 
and more into the picture, 
since an increasing number 
of people are coming into 
the category. What to do 
about this segment of the 
population?

POOL OF PRODUCTION
Millions of hours of la­

bour are lost every year 
through the relegating of 
the ageing to the inactive 
list. Economists agree that 
denial of opportunity to 
make a contribution is a 
short-sighted policy.

If the services of retired 
men and women who want 
to work were utilized in 
the common pool of pro­
duction, the prosperity of 
the country would benefit. 
Yet the old rule persists.

—Christian Science Monitor

l© IlIU T S Il
PTY. LTD.

B U T C H E R S

ONE QUALITY OF MEAT —  AND THAT iS THE BEST

106 RUCKLE STREET, MOONEE PONDS and branches

Phone: FU 5167
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AMERICAN TEACHING COLLEGES PROBE PROBLEM 
OF RELIGIOUS TEACHING

On a number of co llege cam puses throughout the U nited  
States there is a vigorous self-appraisal. C olleges training teachers 
for American public schools are asking them selves openly and 
candidly if religion is being handled properly in their secular 
education.

T he great m ajority of the interest is in teaching about re­
ligion  and is opposed to indoctrination of any kind.

F. H. Whitby
Pty. Ltd.

Spurred on by t he 
Teacher Education and Re­
ligion Project of the Am­
erican Association of Col­
leges for Teacher Educa­
tion, this inquiry is reach­
ing far into the campus life 
of students and faculty 
members.

Already, in its first three 
years, the project has ac­
complished a certain basic 
minimum: The emphasis 
has made thousands of 
teachers and teachers-to-be 
more aware of their re­
sponsibility as defined by 
the AACTE committee: 
“The primary aim . . .  is to 
deal directly and objectively 
with religion whenever and 
wherever it is intrinsic to 
learning experiences in the 
various fields of study.”

But the extent of the pro­
ject is much more far- 
reaching, as indicated in the 
recent report of Dr. Harold 
E. Bernhard, chairman of 
the Iowa State Teachers 
College committee of the 
Teacher Education and re­
ligion Project.

This committee used a 
conference of some 70 pub­
lic-school teachers and ad­
ministrators as a sounding 
board on the theme “Pro­
blems of the Teacher in 
Dealing with Religion in 
the Public School.”

An important question 
was asked: “Do you feel 
your college training pro­
vided you with necessary 
information to deal with re­
ligion whenever and where- 
ever it appears in the life 
of the public school?”

Other questions were put 
to the conferees:
•  “Do you think the his­
toric principle of the separ­

ation of church and state 
prompts the teaching about 
religion in the public 
schools?”
® “To what extent do fac­
tors in the community aid 
or handicap the public 
school in teaching about 
religion?”
#^tWhat is the educational 
value of religious activities 
in the public school, such 
as prayer and the use of
hymns?”

From the discussion, Dr. 
Bernhard details these find­
ings:

“Out of this discussion 
one common and significant 
problem became quite ap­
parent. There is consider­
able difficulty in differentia­
ting between ‘teaching 
about’ and ‘indoctrination’ 
in matters involving re­
ligion.

“And there is no doubt 
that here the function of 
the public school in deal­
ing with religion is in de­
finite need of clarification 
for teachers and adminis­
trators. Far too much inter­
est is being shown in the 
hope of advancing religion 
rather than in the hope of 
improving education.

“Too frequently the in­
terest in ‘religion in edu­
cation’ served merely as a 
vehicle for religious propa­
ganda. Further, there was 
evidence of considerable 
need to encourage confi­
dence in the teacher who 
knows the subject well that 
he need not fear dealing 
with problems of a religious 
nature.

“In the course of the dis­
cussion, the few teachers 
who felt they had an ade­

quate background of in­
formation concerning relig­
ion expressed more self- 
confidence and more suc­
cess in the classroom than 
the numerous teachers who 
apparently were lacking 
such a background.

“Finally, there was also 
some evidence that we need 
to make clear to teachers 
the difference between ‘fact’ 
and ‘fancy’ about com­
munity opposition to teach­
ing about religion.”

Iowa State Teachers Col­
lege is also launching a 
field project te test the as­
sumptions of the teacher- 
education and religion pro­
ject: that topics with re­
ligious content, such as 
those that might be found 
in the study of history, or 
art, or literature, or any 
other academic area, are 
generally taught poorly be­
cause teachers either (1) 
purposely ignore or evade 
such topics, or (2) are too 
ignorant of the facts of re­
ligion to teach about them 
adequately.

The college is releasing 
one of its sociology pro- j 
fessors to give full time to ! 
the carrying on of this field, 
project. Besides testing the j 
foregoing assumptions, h e ' 
will also identify the spec- ! 
ific situations in the public- 
school classrooms in which 
topics with some religious 
content cause problems.

When he finishes, he 
should possess weighty evi­
dence relating to the fol­
lowing questions:
•  What do teachers say 

about the propriety of 
teaching topics with relig­
ious content?

ERN JENSEN
& SONS

FUNERAL
D I R E C T O R S
*  DAY AND NIGHT

311-315 HIGH ST., PRESTON 
JU 1910 and JU 3476

® What do teachers say 
about the situations in 
which the teaching of re­
ligious materials seem to 
be a problem?
•  What do teachers say 
about their own handling 
of religious topics in their 
own classes?
•  What do teachers say 
about their understanding 
of the school and commun­
ity attitudes toward teach­
ing religious topics in their 
classes?
•  How do teachers explain 
their own behaviour in the 
way they handle religious

•  Continued on page 10

27 Beaumaris Parade 
Higheft

Specialising in M ass Production

■^•Stove Enam elling 

■^Brocade Finishes 
"A'Duco Laquering 

■^■Hammertone Finishes 

'^•Dipping M anufacturers’ Products 

-^•Panel B eating

Telephone: XL 1780 

A fter hours: X Y  3709

City D e p o t:
Rear 396 VICTORIA ST R E E T  

North M elbourne — FY 1887
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for Bathroom and Kitchen Wails
Gay, colourful Wunderlich "Durudec" is 
made in five modern decorative colours—
Pink, Grey, Green, Blue and Black —  
flecked with white. "Duradec" is wash­
able, scrubbable, economical and easy to 
fix —  available in waste-saving sheets,
6' x 3 ' and 6' x 4'.

Free: W rite to W underlich Limited, Dept.
"D , "  Box 37SF, G.P.O., Melbourne, for
coloured folder and sample.

h e e l s
J L "  o f  A s b e s t o s - C e m e n t

Readily available from local distributors

METROPOLITANS
DAIRIES

PTY. LTD.

PUMA
Correctly Pasteurised

MILK
WHOLESALE -  SIMS-WHOLESALE 

RETAIL

J j  2 2 1 5
i

R egistered Office:
218 NICHOLSON ST., FITZROY, N.6

CITY and
All N orthern Suburbs

ENGLISH SURVEY M S LESSONS FOi Dili 
LOCAL GOVERNMENT

R eiterating the oft-heard cry that the housing problem  
cannot be solved by bricks and m ortar alone, a n ew  book, ‘Fam ily  
and Kinship in East London,’ by M ichael Y oung and P eter
W ilm ctt, go es on to analyse som e of the elem ents that m ake up 
“com m unity spirit” and show s how  easy it is to  dem olish this 
spirit and difficult to  retore it in new  com m unities.

The enquiry covers som e aspects of life  in Bethnal Green 
on East London suburb, and in Greenleigh, a  new  housing estate  
in which m any form er Bethnal Green residents have been re­
housed under the London County Council’s  reclam ation pro­
gram m es.

The first part of the book 
explores kinship patterns 
and shows that in Bethnal 
Green, at least, there is 
little evidence to support 
the popular view that the 
family is not so significant 
as a unit of society. In 
Bethnal Green the three 
generation family links are 
still strong.

This family structure sup­
ports the care of depen­
dents at Both ends of life’ 
—of the young people and 
the old—but it depends on 
the grandparents, the mar­
ried children and their 
children living in the same 
locality. The three genera­
tion family has an econom­
ic as well as companion­
able value. Jobs and hous­
es as well as baby-sitting 
and home help in time of 
sickness are often provided 
through the family pool of 
contacts.

Relatives are also a vital 
means of connecting peo­
ple with their community 
and the authors record that 
Bethnal Greeners are not 
lonely people. Whenever 
they go for a walk in the 
street, for a drink in the 
pub or for a row on the 
lake in Victoria Park, they 
know the faces in the 
crowd. This, in many cases, 
more than compensates for 
the overcrowding and sub­
standard housing that ex­
ists in many parts of the 
district. * •

® From page 9 
topics in their own classes?

® How much do these 
teachers know about the 
religious beliefs and prac­
tices of the people in the 
United States?

•  What characteristics of i 
the communities in which 
these teachers work are as­
sociated with different ways 
of handling religious topics?

The second part of the 
study is concerned with the 
Bethnal Greeners who have 
moved to the new estate 
of Greenleigh where peo­
ple’s relatives are no long­
er their neighbours, sharing 
the intimacies of daily life. 
Their new neighbours are 
strangers and they are treat­
ed with reserve. In point 
of services, neighbours do 
not make up for kin.

Contacts with relatives 
were- fewer. There were no 
relatives to help in time 
of illness or with minding 
children. The lack of re­
creational facilities was re­
flected in the fact that al­
most twice as many ex- 
Bethnal Greeners in the 
new estate bought televis­
ion as compared with 
those who remained behind. 
Rents are higher and fares 
considerably higher. New 
furniture had to be bought 
for the new and larger 
homes.

Most men reduced their 
drinking and smoking to 
meet the new financial de­

mands.
In the concluding chap­

ter the authors express their 
opinion that people should 
have as much choice of 
residence as possible and 
that the majority of East- 
enders want to stay in the 
East End.

The problems of re­
housing families adequately 
in the older areas is as the 
authors admit, a formid­
able one but ‘if the pur­
pose of re-housing is to 
meet human needs, not as 
they are judged by others, 
but as people themselves, 
it is doubtful whether any­
thing short of such a pro­
gramme will suffice.’

‘Not everyone could hope 
to stay where they are but 
re-shuffling residents could 
be accomplished by moving 
as a block the social groups 
above all the wider fam­
ilies to which people wish 
to belong. Transferring 
these groups would enable 
the city to be rebuilt with­
out squandering the fruits 
of social cohesion.

DUTCH WORK
•  From page 3
This poses great adminis­
trative problems as the fam­
ilies are spread over the 
whole city.

A survey was recently 
carried out to determine to 
what extent the families 
had been able to maintain 
themselves from a social 
point of view.

The survey covered work, 
care of the family, budget­
ing, recreation, spiritual ad­
justment, hygiene, school 
attendance, family life and 
covered 115 families of I 
which 61 had been living 
at Zuidplein.

The following table coy- J 
ers the 61 ex-Zuidplein 
families. ‘Positive’ means | 
that standards generally ac­
cepted for normal families 
have been achieved.

‘Moderate’ means that

WITH FAMILIES
normal requirements are 
not completely met but 
some progress has been 
made.

‘Negative’ means that not 
even the minimum require­
ments are met.

The report also shows 
that there was practically 
no difference between the 
61 formerly ‘problem’ fam­
ilies and the 54 ‘normal’ 
families who were living 
close to ‘problem’ families 
were not detrimentally af­
fected by their neighbours.

The follow-up survey 
showed that some 18 fam­
ilies needed some further 
help or after-care to a cer­
tain extent but the great 
majority of the families 
who moved out of the 
Zuidplein have succeeded 
in adjusting themselves to 

ir new communities.

iitive Moderate Negative

•  What characteristics of 
these teachers are associat­
ed with different ways of 
handling religious topics in 
their classes?

Willingness to work ........
Budgeting ..........................
General, cultural interests
Family Life .......................
Care of home .................
Adjustment to community

53 3 1
47 8 5
29 30 2
48 8 5
50 9 1
44 14 3
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Special town planning 
research needed lor aged

The w hole concept of building and planning for the aged  
needs revision according to  M iss A. R oyalton-K ish who, fo llow ­
ing a tour o f nine European countries recently, told E nglish tow n  
planners that planning m ust keep up to date w ith  sociological, 
medical and econom ic changes.

TOWN PLANNING 
FEATURES• , ■' v • '

TOWN PLANNING 

MEDAL AWARDED
The sixth  award of 

the T ow n and Country 
Planning Association  
Jam es Barrett M em ­
orial M edal for notable  
contribution to  Tow n  
Planning w as made 
early this m onth to  
Mr. F. C. Cook, chair­
man of the Tow n and 
Country Pla n n i n g  
Board of Vctoria.

The award medal was 
presented by the Minister of 
Public Works, the Hon. Sir 
Thomas Maltby, MLA, at 
a joint meeting of planning 
organisations.

SYDNEY'S NEW 
UNDERGROUND

CAR PARK
The first section  of 

Sydney’s new  under­
ground car park be­
neath the Dom ain has 
been opened and is 
parking 350 cars.

When finished, at a cost 
of £1 i million the car park 
will house 1,400 cars.

Feature of the completed 
park will be a horizontal 
escalator which will con­
nect the car park with the 
city. The escalator will be 
700 feet long in a 3’4” 
tunnel and will be Austral­
ia’s longest underground 
pedestrian footway.

During her tour Miss 
Kish inspected cottages, 
maisonettes and flats for 
active old people, similar 

; accommodation with ancil­
lary services for less ac­
tive groups, hostels and 
homes for the physically 
and mentally frail and nurs­
ing homes and hospitals 
for the long term sick.

In each country Miss 
Kish found that the stan­
dard of housing for the
aged was below the stan­
dard of medical work, be­
low the standard of hous­
ing for the general popula­
tion and seriously lacking 
in modem town planning 
standards.

This is a disgraceful situ­
ation and also a very sad
one, says Miss Kish. It
causes unhappiness and dis­
comfort for the aged; an 
undue strain and burden on

0  Continued on page 12
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Some aged are 

worse o f than 

pensioners

D ue to inflationary 
pressures som e o l d  
people w ho made pre­
paration for their old 
a g e  by acquiring pro­
perty are now  w orse  
off than the 100,090 de­
pressed pension e r s  
m entioned in the B ro­
therhood of St. Laur­
ence pam phlet, said 
Mr. Eric Costa, M HR, 
in Parliam ent recently.

“They own perhaps a 
shop and under present 
conditions are receiving 
only £3 or £4 a week in 
rent. The limit of property 
in the means test is £1,750 
for a single person and 
£3,500 for a married couple. 
If the value of the property 
exceeds this amount they 
do not receive the pension.

Mr. Costa urged the Gov­
ernment to raise the prop­
erty qualification. He also 
supported the recommenda­
tions in the Brotherhood’s 
pamphlet and stated that 
the Minister for Social Ser­
vices should do something 
to remedy the position.
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©From page 11

the medical and health ser­
vices; and it is also a grave 
waste of the money that 
you and I pay, through 
taxation, out of our own 
pockets. You may not have 
thought of this aspect of 
the case before.

In country after country 
I have seen buildings and 
dwellings for the aged sited 
on damp sites; on exposed 
sites on top of hills; isolated 
from shops and public tran­
sport; on dangerous road 
crossings; near noisy fac­
tories and aerodromes.

In country after country 
I have seen buildings with­
out adequate insulation a- 
gainst noise or heat loss; 
doorways too narrow for 
invalids’ chairs; staircases 
which are too steep for 
the aged; jitair treads which | 
are too narrow for the aged.

In country after country 
I have seen dwellings too 
large for old people to 
clean; dwellings too far 
away from other buildings; 
dwellings which face grave­
yards; gardens which are 
unsuitable for use; balcon­
ies which are too draughty 
for use.

In country after country 
I have seen baths which 
are set too high, wash 
basins and W.C.s which are 
set too low; windows which 
are set too high to see 
through from a bed or a 
chair; cupboards which are 
set too low for use; door 
handles or key locks which 

! are difficult to use; elec- 
' trical fitments which are 
difficult to reach and dan­
gerous to use. Again I have 
usually found lack of prop­
er considerations given to 

. such elementary items as

materials decorations, furn­
ishings or furniture speci­
ally for use by the physi­
cally or mentally infirm old 
person, with the result that 
they are mostly dangerous 
to use, difficult to clean, 
depressing to live with, and 
really rather a waste of 
any money spent in provid­
ing them. In country after 
country members of the 
medical, social welfare and 
nursing professions com­
plain to me about the low 
standards of housing and 
town planning for the aged.

Architectural and town 
planning teams design and 
site all types of accommo­
dation for all types of the 
aged, to the best of their 
ability.

But because they have 
no particular knowledge of 
old people their standard 
of work for them is low.

There is thus an urgent 
need for research in each 
country on the “suitability 
of accommodation” for 
each type or category of 
the aged and it must be 
fluid and constantly progres­
sive. The ecological ap­
proach is needed so that 
demarcation can be made 
between: educational groups 
urban and rural groups; re­
gional groups; national 
groups (despite there being 

I certain factors common to 
1 each group).

The medical profession 
! has great opportunity for 
i co-operating with physical 
planners both in research 
work and in field work.

: Without such co-operation,
■ standards will never rise; 
due to lack of pooled tech­
nical knowledge between 
the two professional groups.
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