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FITZROY OCTOBER, 1954 No. 108 

THE SUPERIOR'S LETTER 
PENSIONS 	COOLIBAH CLUB 	VOLUNTARY WORKERS 

51 Royal Arcade, 
MELBOURNE, C.1, 

September, 1954 
Dear B.S.L. Friends, 

It so often seems that those in the greatest need 
receive the least consideration. This was brought to my 
mind as I read in the recent Federal Budget of the 
provision to be made for old age pensioners. Some of 
this group are to receive benefits inasmuch as they will 
be able to earn more money than has hitherto been 
allowed and they will also be permitted to own more 
property. Such is good. It will encourage ageing people 
to work as far as their physical capacity permits. This 
is most important as, speaking generally, the longer 
people in this age group use their physical and mental 
powers, the longer they will retain their health and the 
less chance there will be of their becoming burdens to 
themselves and to others. 

WAITING 
There must be many thousands of people in this state 

lying in bed or sitting about in chairs just waiting for 
the end to come. Had they been able to retain their 
interest in life and had they been enabled to engage in 
occupations suitable to their advancing years, they would 
still be useful and happy members of society. This applies 
not only to the old age pensioner, but to all within the 
three score year and ten period. In speaking to a pro-
fessional man, who is still at his job, although well on 
in his seventies, I asked after the welfare of a mutual 
acquaintance who had recently retired. "Oh, he, poor 
chap, will soon be dead." Shocked, I asked what was the 
nature of the illness. "He isn't ill, but he has no work to 
do". 

Death however often comes to such unfortunate 
people after years of unhappiness, frustration and use-
lessness. I know that what I say in regard to the value 
of interesting work for ageing people would be confirmed 
by many on our Settlement at Carrum Downs. The 
success of the Settlement is due to no small extent to the 
ready and happy co-operation of the residents who give 
of their time and talents. I think I am right in saying 
that my views on this subject are in accordance with 
the finding of medical science. 

COSTS 
Although I am glad that the old aged pension benefits 

will encourage those able to work to continue to do so, 

I am very unhappy about the unhappy lot of those unable 
to work. It should be remembered that many of these  

people are in the position that they are because no incen-
tive was given them to continue working when they 
became eligible for the pension. Because of the lack 
of interest in life, they have gradually gone downhill 
and now in their declining years they are compelled to 
exist on a mere pittance. The finding of a dietitian work-
ing on behalf of the Red Cross indicates that after pro-
curing the necessary food to keep body and soul together, 
a person with only 13.10.0 per week pension has only 20/- 
for everything else, including rent. 

Those of us who do not lack warm clothes, who can buy 
our asprin tablets and our hotwater bottles and all 
those little things that make all the difference between 
comfort and extreme discomfort, should be unhappy to 
feel the countless numbers of decent old folk who have 
not these things which mean so much to us. 

AN INDICTMENT 
it is an indictment to this so called Christian civil-

ization of ours that countless numbers of people who 
have served their country faithfully and well, are compel-
led to end their days in distress and misery. All who 
believe in the Christian concept, all with a sense of 
fair play should record their protest against the shabby 
treatment on the part of the Government in its treatment 
of those who, although in the greatest need receive the 
least congideration. I would say that those who frame 
our laws, and those responsible for our social services 
could spend a few weeks on the staff of organisations 
such as ours. If such were the case their attitude in 
regard to housing in slum areas, the lot of the aged and 
all other injustices would be entirely different to what 
it is at the present time. 

COOLIBAH CLUB 
As you know, our chief concern over the years has 

been to those in g-reatest need. You can understand 
therefore, how distressed we were when we feared that 
our plans for the improvement and enlargement of the 
Coolibah Club in Fitzroy would have to be curtailed. 
More money had to be spent on necessary renovations than 
was anticipated. 'The floor of one large room was found 
to be decayed, and many pounds had to be spent on new 
joists and new flooring boards. This was only one of 
many extra expenses that had to be met. For many months 
past Miss Sumner and her Staff have been working under 
most trying conditions, while the builders were in occup-
ation, but they did so cheered with the thought that with 
the departure of the workmen there would be the realis- 



Kimpton Court a newly built Avenue 
of bungalows at the Carrum Downs 
Settlement will be opened by Mr. C. 
Kimpton a member of the Board of the 
Brotherhood. Afternoon tea will be 

provided. 
Buses will leave Batman Ave. at 2 p.m. 

a t 3.15 p.m. 
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ation of their hopes for a Club well nigh ideal for the 
purpose. But because of the lack of funds the work 
had to be stopped. 

We have however been faced with such crises in the 
past and something has always happened in order to 
enable us to overcome the difficulty. I believe that such 
will be the case again. As I write, the Melbourne Argus 
has issued an Appeal on behalf of the Coolibah Club 
and I am now very hopeful that all our hopes in regard to 
the Club will be realized. We are very grateful for this 
further indication of the interest of the Press in the work 
we would do for those in greatest need. Once again our 
thanks go to our very good Friends of the Junior Chamber 
of Commerce who have spent many hours in carrying out 
painting and other necessary jobs at the Club. These 
good fellows have saved us many pounds. Talking of jobs, 
I must refer to the good work carried out by three 
parties of Wesley College boys during the recent school 
vacation. This they did at Fitzroy, Carrum Downs and 
Mornington in a manner which brought credit to them-
selves and to their school, and in a manner which was of 
great benefit to us. 

JUBILEE 
We have not yet worked out in detail plans for next 

year which will be our Jubilee Year. I am always against 
overworking a willing horse, so we are not expecting 
further financial help from you who are doing so much 
to keep our many activities going. We could not of course 
divert your ordinary donation into any special fund. It 
may be however that some of you could encourage your 
friends who are not yet B.S.L. Friends to do something 
to make our Jubilee effort an outstanding success. 

Perhaps some of your young people could arrange 
special functions. I have visions of a B.S.L. Ball in the 
Town Hall? But less ambitious efforts would be of  

-immense value, I leave the matter with you knowing that 
I shall not do so in.vain. 

Our Greetings to you all, 
On behalf of the B.S.L., 

I am, 
Yours very sincerely, 

I 	/tate4 

GENERAL NOTES 
TUESDAY, 2nd NOVEMBER 

As is our custom there will be a EUCHARIST OF 
THE DEPARTED AT CARRUM DOWNS ON ALL 
SOUL'S DAY, at 10 a.m. when all who have served the 
Brotherhood have passed hence will be specially remem-
bered. We are arranging for a bus to leave Batman 
Avenue at 9 a.m. Tickets should be procured as soon as 
possible from 51 Royal Arcade, Melbourne. We are very 
anxious that as many of our Friends as possible should 
be with us on this very important occasion. 
LETTERS 

It would be a great help if only letters of a private 
nature were addressed to Father Tucker at Carrum Downs. 
Correspondence is attended to at 51 Royal Arcade. 

CHAIN STORES? 
(a) Two under the direct control of the Brotherhood 

and devoting all proceeds to general Brotherhood 
Funds. 

(b) One working as a B.S.L. Group and devoting 
all its Funds for a special B.S.L. effort. 

z 
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4. Opening of 
t;" 

KIMPTON COURT 
:1: SATURDAY, 16th OCTOBER 

Bus seats must be booked at 51 Royal Arcade 
before 12th October. 

VILLAGE FAIR 

Residents at Carrum Downs will hold 
their second annual village fair on the 
day of the opening of Kimpton Court. 
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Opening of the new 

COOLIBAH CLUB 
by 

Miss Myra Roper 

Friends are cordially invited to the 
opening of the new Coolibah Club 
for elderly men and women. Come 
and see the new women's club 
room, new kitchen, enlarged dining 
room, and the new club garden, 
made possible through the gener- 
osity of B.S.L. Friends and the 

general public 

Saturday, 20th November 
at 3 p.m. 

67 BRUNSWICK STREET, FITZROY 



LIGHT REFRESHMENTS 
1 1 a.m. to 4 p.m, 
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(c) Devoting some of their funds to the Brotherhood. 

(a) Fitzroy, 71 Brunswick Street. 
Here second clothes are sold at a nominal 
price to those in need in the district. This 
shop does much to maintain the social ser-
vice work carried out by the Brotherhood 
in Fitzroy. 
(Clothes are always available to our social 
workers for those who are unable to pay 
anything for the same). 

(a) City, 51 Royal Arcade. 
Here an Opportunity Shop is conducted, the 
proceeds of which go into ordinary funds. 
(Saleable gifts of all kinds are always very 
acceptable). 

(b) Chelsea, Point Nepean Road. 
This B.S.L. Group is working to build a 
cottage at Carrum Downs for a resident of 
the city of Chelsea to be nominated by the 
Group. 

(c) Camberwell, Burke Road. 
This is the St. Marks Opportunity Shop. 
Already over 22,000 has been given to the 
Brotherhood for its work in Fitzroy and 
Carrum Downs. We understand that this 
Group intend to help us still further. 

(c) Camberwell, Burke Avenue. 
This is the Voluntary Helpers Shop which 
is supporting various religious bodies that 
are working for the cause of the aged. 
They have already given the Brotherhood 

22,000 which it is hoped will enable us to 
complete our Community Centre at Carrum 
Downs. We have been led to believe that we 
may hope to receive even further help from 
this source. 

-(e) City, Swanston Street. 
This is the Commission Shop where goods 
are sold on commission and all the proceeds 
are devoted to Charitable purposes. Over 
2900 has been received by us for the purpose 
of building single men's bungalows at 
Carrum Downs, and for extensions at Fitz-
roy. We understand that the Commission 
Shop is to make it possible for us to build 
some single women's bungalows as well. 

All who support in any way, the self sacrificing work 
being carried out by these bands of workers are helping 
the Brotherhood and encouraging those who are setting 
an exemple which if followed would do much to help 
some of the many of our social problems. 

"THANKS BE" 
Father Tucker's autobiography "Thanks Be" will be 

published before Christmas. The price to the public will 
be 12/6, but copies can still be ordered by B.S.L. Friends 
at the special pre-publication price of 10/6 (postage 3d. 
extra). This offer will apply to all copies ordered before 
October 30th. Please send money with the order. 

STAMPS 
More used postage stamps are wanted for the helpers 

who sort and sell them. They can be left at 51 Royal 
Arcade. (Cont. on back page.) 

    

Come to the Fair! ... 
LOWER MELBOURNE TOWN HALL 

Friday, November 12th 

to be opened at 11 a.m. by 

FATHER TUCKER 

Wide Range of Stalls:— 

• Plants and Flowers 
	• Cakes 

• Sweets 
	 • Fancy Goods 

• Produce 
	 • White Elephant 

• General 
	 • Used Clothing 

• Dips 

Special Gifts for Christmas Shoppers 

Contributions in cash or goods for the Fair will be 
welcomed at- 

67 Brunswick Street, Fitzroy, N.6 (JA 3335) 
or at 

the City Shop, 51 Royal Arcade, Melbourne, 
Telephone, Central 2721 
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Welcome to B.S.L. New Friends 
for July and August 

We extend a very warm welcome to the new 

Friends whose names appear here. 

We are often asked "What is expected of B.S.L. 
Friends ?" 
They are asked:— 

1. To take a sympathetic interest in B.S.L. 
activities. 

2. To interest their friends in the B.S.L. and to 
endeavour to get them to become B.S.L. Friends, 
and perhaps to join a "B.S.L. Group," whose 
aim is to organise an annual function for B.S.L. 
funds. 

3. To pay 5/- a year to help defray the expense 
of printing and posting the B.S.L. Notes. 

Humanly speaking, the success the Brotherhood 
has had over the years is due to a very large extent 
to its Friends. As our Friends have grown so has 
the work grown. The effect of what we do in the 
future depends on our success or otherwise in 
gaining new Friends. 

Mrs. P. Tebble, Reservoir 
Miss O. I. Rashleigh, South 

Yarra 
Miss E. M. Clements, B'ton 
Mrs. H. B. Doyle, Hampton 
Mrs. J. Farquharson, T'rak 
Mrs. W. Northcott, C'bury 
Mrs. M. Stewart, E. B'wick 
Miss G. Hallows, E. B'ton 
Mrs. W. M. Miles, Fra'ston 
The Secretary, St. Marks 

Opportunity Shop, C'well 
Mrs. J. G. Alston, S. Yarra 
Mrs. R. Patton, M. Ponds 
Mrs. D. Taylor, M. Albert 
Mrs. A. Granger, Elwood 

T.U.L. Friendly Circle, 
Boorool 

Mrs. A. D. MacKay, Laun-
ceston, Tasmania. 

Mrs. J. Young, Drouin 
Mrs. Flatt, Mitcham 
Mrs. Williamson, D'nong 
Mr. W. Ah Chow, Ensay 
Mrs. G. E. Boehm, Horsham 
Miss I. Richards, Greenvale 
The Hon. Sec., St. Johns 

C.E.F. Ballarat 

B.S.L. GROUP NEWS 
GLEN IRIS GROUP 

This group held a very successful jumble sale recently 
at the Malvern Town Hall and made £25 in aid of Brother-
hood funds. B.S.L. Friends are invited to attend a card 
party organised by this group, to be held at the home of 
Mrs, Smart, 181 Glen Iris Road, Glen Iris (BL 2840) on 
23rd October, at 8 o'clock. 
DROUIN GROUP 

Country friends who may be interested in joining 
this group, are asked to contact Mrs. Young, "Radstock," 
Langwarry Road, Drouin. Card parties are held every 
month and clothes collected on behalf of the Brotherhood. 
HOW TO FORM A GROUP 

Interest your friends and neighbours in the Brother-
hood's work, and then set a date to meet—perhaps in your 
own home—and elect office bearers. Then decide whether 
the group would like to help to furnish a stall with fancy 
goods etc., at the annual Market Fair, held in the Town 
Hall—this year the date being 12th November. Or else 
undertake to keep our opportunity shop at 51 Royal Arcade 
stocked with knitted goods—babywear, teapot cosies, socks 
etc. or if preferred with such things as aprons, dressed 
doll's, stuffed animals etc. 

A speaker will be made available to address the group, 
and bus trips to visit our various centres can be arranged. 
For futher details contact the Groups' Secretary, Mrs. 
Essery, at 51 Royal Arcade, Central 2721. 
MRS. ROGERS 

Friends will be interested to hear that Mrs. Rogers 
who has been enjoying an extended holiday in England, 
is now returning home on the "Iberia" arriving the end 
of October. J.E. 

GENERAL NOTES (cont.) 
COLLECTING TINS 

Collecting tins suitable for shops and offices are 
available from 51 Royal Arcade. 5/- B.S.L. collecting 
cards are also available. 
"NOW" 

The monthly circulation of the Brotherhood's Journal 
on social problems is now 4,700 subscribers. Our target 
is 10,000 readers and to reach this we need more people 
to sell subscriptions. The annual subscription is 6/- and 
the commission on each annual sub. sold is 2/-. Anyone 
interested in what can be profitable, as well as worthwhile, 
part-time work is asked to contact the office at 51 Royal 
Arcade, Central 2721. 

SUBURBS 
Mrs. Howell, McKinnon 
Mrs. A. W. Willcocks, E'don 
Mr. A. B. Oliver, W'town 
Miss Duffy, Flemington 
Mr. Owen, Noble Park 
Miss D. Campbell, Ormond 
Mrs. C. McDonald, Y'ville 
Mrs. Boag, E. Brunswick 
Mr. C. E. Barlow, Oakleigh 
Mrs. A. Roberts, E. B'leigh 
Mrs. E. Wilson, Camberwell 
Mr. & Mrs. Criddle, S'gham 
Mr. A. Spicer, Melbourne 
Mrs. V. G. Valentine, E'wick 
Mrs. L. Cameron, Reservoir 

DONATION SLIP 
TO THE SUPERIOR, B.S.L.. 

51 ROYAL ARCADE, 

MELBOURNE, C.1. 

Please find my donation for £ 

Name 	  

Address 	  

"Inasmuch as ye have done it unto the least 
of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me." 

A 

Mr. R. Tucker, Hawthorn 
Mrs. Gillanders, S. Yarra 
Miss Otter, E. Malvern 
Mrs M. E. Morgan, B'ton 
Mrs. Mapleson, Clifton Hill 

COUNTRY 

Mrs. Lavater, B.S.L. C. 
Downs 

Mr. Meyer, Ringwood 


